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Mrrners and losers in 
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Our beef is banned, our meat trade faces ruin, but new figures beg the question 

Where is the CJD epidemic? 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

Official figures reveal thai the 
number of possible cases of 
■Aj Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease 
' >, (CJD) in Britain this year do 
. not justify the worldwide 
panic over beef. The new 
evidence emerged as British 
meat traders warned that their 
businesses were days away 
from collapse, and European 
vets refused to lift their ban. 

The latest figures, obtained 
exclusively by the Independent. 
show that since the start of the 
year, 26 suspected cases of CJD 
have been referred to Lhe Na- 


tional CJD Surveillance Unit in 
Edinburgh, which checks any 
possible, case of the disease 
nationwide. In the past five 
years, only half the cases re- 
ferred to the unit have been 
confirmed as CJD - implying 
that this year’s total will be 
about 50 cases. That is in linr 
with 1994, the highest lotal on 
record, when 52 people died of 
CJD, and well before the latest 
panic, said Dr Rob Will, the 
unit’s head, yesterday. Forty- 
four people died in 1995. 

The new evidence should 
counter fears about a possible 
link between eating BSE- 
infected meat and developing 


CJD. Panic was first triggered 
last month when the Secretary 
of Stale for Health. Stephen 
Don ell, announced in the Com- 
mons that the Surveillance Unit 
was studyinglO cases, in the past 
two years, of a new strain of the 
disease among young adults. Dr 
Will said yesterday that the ev- 
idence so far did not support 
suggestions of an epidemic. 

But the news may come too 
late to meal traders, who yes- 
terday wrote to the Prime Min- 
ister, protesting that many of 
them faced imminent liquida- 
tion. and that “unless immedi- 
ate action is token, the [British] 
indusuy as a whole wUl plum- 


met into irreversible decline". 
Thousands of jobs were at risk, 
they warned. 

The International Meal 
Trade Association (lMTA)aLso 
accused the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, Fisheries and Food 
(MAFF) of seeming “not to un- 
derstand, or not to care". 

There was more bad news 
from Europe yesterday, as a 
meeting of senior European vet- 
erinary officers decided to re- 
tain the world export ban 
imposed last month on British 
beef products - even for prod- 
ucts such as gelatine and tallow, 
used in sweets, pills and candles. 
Scientists last week confirmed 


that these posed no risk to 
humans. 

EU officials said it was clear 
that there was still a political 
need to maintain the ban, what- 
ever the scientific reality. 

“There was a quite "strong 
body of opinion (hat it is still 
too early to support making 
any changes to the ban, 7 ' said a 
British Government spokes- 
man. “It is still felt that Lhe ban 
has not been in force long 
enough to reassure consumers." 
MAFF called the decision “bit- 
terly disappointing 1 ' and vowed 
to continue fighting it. 

Meanwhile, the European 
Commission is awaiting de- 


tailed plans from the Agricul- 
ture Minister. Douglas Hogg, 
for a programme of selective 
slaughter of animals and herds 
which may have come in con- 
tact with BSE. 

Mr Hogg has until the end of 
the month to produce his pro- 
posals - the earliest date for 
consideration of removing the 
beef ban entirely. Last night, 
government officials accepted 
with reluctance that a swift end 
to the ban was politically im- 
possible. 

However, the 1MTA insisted 
that swift action was necessary 
to protect livelihoods and busi- 
nesses. Its members have £3 5m 


worth of slock which has been 
rendered unsaleable by the 
EU’s ban. yet which is never- 
theless fit for human con- 
sumption under British 
guidelines. 

SheQa Gore, an independent 
statistical researcher for the 
Medical Research Council, said 
that the key to the CJD Unit's 
data would be what happened 
over the next 12 months. “Typ- 
ically, if you are looking for an 
epidemic, you look to see how 
long it takes the number of cas- 
es to double." However, lhe low 
incidence of CJD - normally 
one per million each year - 
means that as few as four 


cases of the new strain this year 
could indicate, statistically, that 
there was an epidemic of CJD 
under way. 

Dr Will said, “Until two or 
three weeks ago we had only 
had 14 referrals of suspected 
cases, which is what we would 
expecL Since the publicity, there 
have been another 12 referrals, 
but it’s easy to overmteiprei 
lhaL In between, I had written 
to every neurologist in the 
country asking them to tell us 
about anything that looked like 
CJD. This can’t be interpreted 
as suggesting an increase in the 
absolute numbers of people 
with CJD." 
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Labour to 
exploit rail 
chief’s exit 


PETER RODGERS 
and COLIN BROWN 


Labour yesterday seized on a 
decision by Roger Salmon, the 
official in charge of the sale of 
Britain's train services, to step 
down early as evidence of 
mounting disarray in the rail pri- 
vatisation programme. 

Mr Salmon’s announcement 
that L * is to leave in October 
without another job in sight, 13 
months before his contract ex- 
pires, came days ahead of the 
publication next Monday of 
the prospectus for the £1.8bn 
flotation of Railtrack. 

His resignation was hailed by 
Labour as evidence that the 
Government's privatisation 
plans were “falling apart". Clare 
Short, Labour's transport 
spokeswoman, said: “The rats 
are leaving the sinking ship. I am 
not surprised. I am even 
pleased. It is another symptom 
that the process of privatisation 
is falling apart." 

Labour is threatening to de- 
• feat the Government next 
Wednesday by forcing a vote in 
the Commons over the privati- 
sation of British Rail. 

There were suggestions in 
the City that Mr Salmon bad not 
found it -easy to deal with fric- 
tions with a succession of sec- 
retaries... of state on the 
mechanics and timetable of the 
privatisation. Ope source said 
that white there bad been no out- 
right rows he might have stayed 
on longer if relations with the 
■ Government had been better. 

Labour also believes that Mr 
Salmon was disheartened by the 
unp opularity of the job. and Ms 
Shortciaimed he was leaving be- 
fore aJLabour government im- 

job. That 

threat will make it hard to re- 
cruit a senior; successor. 

'Mr .Salmon rejected sugges- 
tions of difficulties with the 
current Secretary of State • for 
Transport and said “I get on 
extremely well with Sir George 


[Young] ... I cannot remember 
a single hard word between 
us in the nine months since he 
was appointed" 

He said the targets he had set 
himself had been achieved and 
“the ship is sailing very well, and 
very fast". By the autumn, 
preparations for completion of 
tiie sales would be at ah ad- 
vanced stage. It was appropri- 
ate for the long-term health of 
the Office of Passenger Rail 
Franchising to hand over to 
someone else, he added 

Mr Salmon. 50, confirmed 
that he had not found a new job 
and said be planned to take a hol- 
iday before deciding what to do. 
The announcement of his early 
departure, less than four years 
into his five-year term of office 
as director of passenger fran- 
chiring, was forced on the Gov- 
ernment because under the rules 
for share sales it will have to be 
disclosed in the prospectus. 

Mr Salmon first told Sir 
George of his intention to leave 
last December. No successor 
has been found and the Gov- 
ernment is to advertise the post 
and appoint headhunters to 
seek a replacement 

The public acknowledgement 
that he is leaving before the 
sales are complete could hard- 
ly have come at a worse time for 
the privatisation programme, 
because only two of the 25 
train-operating franchises have 
so far been let and another two 
awarded subject to contract By 
the time Mr Salmon leaves 
nearly half the franchises are 
still likely to be awaiting buyers. 

A former merchant banker at 
NM Rothschild, Mr Salmon is 
thought to have private means 
which give him the income to. 
take a career break without hav- 
ing a job to go to. 

He said he would be willing to 
wait longer than October to en- 
sure a smooth handover if the ap- 
pointment of a successor could 
not be made in time. His re- 
placement would have to be 
able to “stand up to the secretary 
of state as well as work with him". 


Final act: An earthmover begins demolishing the gym at Dunblane Primary School where 16 children and their teacher were shot dead by Thomas Hamilton, who went on to take his 
own life, last month. Before demolition work began yesterday some of the bereaved parents were allowed their request to visit the gym one last time Photograph: Ian Waldie: Reuter 


Tory favour for Murdoch 
followed Heseltine lunch 


MATHEW HORS MAN 

Media Editor 

The Government introduced a 
controversial amendment to 
the Broadcasting Bill lifting re- 
ctions on Rupert Murdoch's 
BSkyB, the satellite broadcast- 
er, within two weeks of a lunch 
meeting between Mr Murdoch 
and Michael Heseltine. 

A spokesman for the Deputy 
Prime Minister confirmed yes- 
terday that Mr Heseltine had 
lunch with Mr Murdoch six 
weeks ago. It is believed they 
discussed an offer from Mr 
Murdoch to provide satellite 
dishes for every school in 
Britain, in return for govern- 
ment support over Mr Mur- 


doch’s plans to introduce digi- 
tal satellite services in the UK. 
That would involve the launch 
of a new digital satellite, capa- 
ble of providing a full range of 
televised programming. 

The possibility of a backroom 
deal has angered Labour MPs 
and could spark, renewed debate 
over the Government’s new 
B3L it emerged last night. 

Last month, soon after the 
lunch, the Government intro- 
duced an amendment to the BQl 
that would remove restrictions 
on Mr Murdoch's BSkyB that 
prohibit it from owning more 
than 20 per cent of a domestic 
satellite service. 

Lord Donoughue, the Lab- 
our peer who led the Opposi- 


tion in the Lords’ debate on the 
Bill, said last night: “I saw at the 
time that this [the amendment] 
was a major concession to Sky. 
although 1 didn’t know what was 
behind it Now we apparently 
have the answer." 

The Government said the 
amendment was technical. A 
spokesman for the heritage de- 
partment which is sponsoring 
the Bill, said: “There is no di- 
rect connection [between the 
amendment and any deal be- 
tween Mr Murdoch and Mr 
Heseltine]. We are not aware of 
any lobbying on this issue." 

A spokeswoman for News In- 
ternational, Mr Murdoch's UK 
newspaper company, said: “We 
are pleased that the Govern- 


ment apparently agrees digital 
satellite is Lhe fastest, quickest 
way to develop the information 
superhighway." She said she 
could not comment on the sub- 
stance of discussions between 
Mr Murdoch and Mr Heseltine. 

A Murdoch insider down- 
played the issue. “There's this 
jjreat belief that there are po- 
litical deals going on ail the time, 
and that they all involve Mr 
Murdoch. Sure we lobby, eveiy- 
one lobbies." 

Mr Heseltine's office said 
he had been “looking at all Lhe 
options, cable and satellite 
among them, to connect schools 
to the information highway." 
The spokesman said he could 
TURN TO PAGE 2 


Tyson on ropes after new sex attack claim 


JOHN GARUN 

Washington 

Mike Tyson, unchastened by 
three years in jaO for rape and 
unredeemed by his conversion 
to Islam, remains unable to 
control lhe demons within. So 
says a woman who claims that 
the World Boxing Council 
heavyweight champion sexual- 
ly assaulted her in a Chicago 
nightclub on Sunday. 

police say they are investi- 
gating a complaint of criminal 
sexual assault against Tyson, 
who legitimately flattened 
British champion Frank Bruno 
in Las Vegas last month. 

Tyson, who has made no 


comment about the allegation, 
has not been chaiged.A Chica- 
go tele virion station described 
tiie woman as a 25-year-old 
beantxaan from Indiana who, 
according to_ her lawyer, is 
frightened and wishes to keep 
her identity a secret 
_ .The lawyer; JenyLeeFeteet, 
did sol provide details of the 
alleged assault but said his 
diem called the police after her 
release; from a Chicago hospi- 
tal oa Monday morning- “We’re . 
going to pursue the criminal av- 
enue and also a dv2 case, "Mr 
Feteet said. “She’s scared, up- 
set, angry, hurt.” The manager 
of The Clique nightdub has dis- 
puted the woman's 


Moody Andrews said that the 
woman, who had asked to be 
introduced to Tyson, had nev- 
er been alone with the boxer on 
the night of the alleged incidenL 
“She was in an open space 
with Mike," Mr Andrews said. 
“Mike had two security guards 
that he didn't hire - that we 
hired They were watching at all 
rimes, to make sure nothing was 
going to happen," 

It was a curious way for Mr 
Andrews to fight Tyson's corner, 
the suggestion being thar the 
bodyguards were there not so 
much to protect Tyson, as to 
protect others from him. 

Muhammad Siddeeq, Tyson's 
spiritual adviser, came up with 


what might prove to be a more 
convincing defence. 

“I know one thing," said Mr 
Siddeeq, who attended a Mus- 
lim prayer service with Tyson on 
Sunday morning. “Every time 
Mike turns, or moves, there’s 
people out there who want to 
do their thing. I give no cre- 
dence to this report" 

TVson was convicted in 1992 
of raping DeSiree Washington, 
a college student and Miss 
Black America contestant He 
never repented, nor did he ever 
admit his guilt, but he was re- 
leased on parole 12 months ago 
after serving three years of a six- 
year sentence. He is on proba- 
tion until 1999. 


Churchill row 

MP Winston Churchill may fi- 
nance his divorce with £4.5m of 
the lottery money paid for his 
grandfather's papers. Page 3 

Sun ‘slowing down’ 

The sun’s core may be rotating 
more slowly than it did a decade 
ago. Page 9 

Today’s weather 

Some sunny spells after a misty 
start. Section two, page 29 
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Self Assessment 

Keep an eye open for it! 
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When you receive your next tax 
return} open it immediately because 
we’ve enclosed some important 
information about Seif Assessment 


n Inland 

Revenue 


Sell Assessment- a dearer tax system 


3©G 


rr-rr 





ews 


Untapped 
potential 
of liquid 
assets 


NICOLE VEASH 

Inland waterways, part of our 
19th-century heritage, need 
more care, attention - and in- 
vestment - according to a report 
published yesterday. 

The Inland Waterways 
Amenity Advisory Council 
(TWAAC) says the use and con- 
servation of over 5,000 miles of 
waterways should be higher up 
the political agenda. 

Waterways have ““untapped 
economic and social potential" 
and the Government should 
investigate why, despite incen- 
tives, there was little evidence 
of the transfer of freight 
haulage from roads to water- 
ways. 

Among the 31 recommen- 
dations, IWAAC suggests an- 
glers should pay towards 
maintaining the rivers they 
use. 

And it also proposes mea- 
sures to encourage tourism, 
leisure and sport. 

Audrey Lee, chairman of 
IWAAC, said: “Waterways are 
not like stately homes which you 
just look aL We must make bet- 
ter use of them. 



; brief 


Still waters: Holidaymakers aboard narrow boats on the Grand Union Canal at Buckby Lock, near Daventry, Northamptonshire 
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Teachers plan 
action against 
bullying heads 


Owners Attack on experts’ 

h^e ‘ecstasy safe’ claim 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Bullying headteachers who 
make their staff ill by shouting 
at them in front of pupils, 
damaging their property and 
even hitting them, could face 
action, a teachers’ union con- 
ference will be told today. . 

A growing number of teach- 
ers are becoming sick with 
worry because of pressures 
brought to bear as a result of 
increased competition, inspec- 
tions and league tables, the 
National Association of School- 
masters Union of Women 
Teachers warn. 

A report published at the 
union's annual meeting in Glas- 
gow presents a catalogue of 
abuses to which members have 
been subjected. 

One head scrawled the words 
"Dead, dead” on a teacher's 
desk in red chalk and bit 
another member of staff, the 
report says. 

A teacher took her sick child 
into school wrapped in a blan- 
ket because she was so afraid to 
take time off, and another left 
after being bullied by a gover- 
nor, who was also the parish 
priest. 

In another case, an inde- 
pendent schoolteacher who 
refused the sexual advances of 
the head was so stressed by the 
incidents that she was off sick 
for a year before taking early 
retirement Others claimed, to 
have suffered nightmares, for 
months after leaving- their jobs 
and developed illnesses such as 


shingles and eczema through 
stress. 

A survey of 3,500 teachers 
carried out by the union found 
that seven out of 10 had either 
been subjected to serious 
bullying or had witnessed the 
bullying of others. 

The most common forms, 
consisted of innuendo, sarcasm 
and being shouted at infront of 
colleagues or children. But two 
per cent of those who re- 
sponded had suffered physical 
violence and damage to their 
property. 

One male teacher in a spe- 
cial school said he felt power- 
less to deal with his head’s 
increasingly violent and bizarre 
behaviour. “She physically hit 
one member of staff. She wrote 
‘dead, dead’ on my desk in 
red chalk. The woman was 
deranged, but no one wanted to 
deal with it. I consider myself 
tough, but she almost broke 
me," he wrote. 

Another commented: "I can 
only describe the ethos of my 
school as like working for Ioi 
Amin - 1 never know u ITn go- 
ing to be smiled upon or be ver- 
bally “dubbed to death’." 

A motion to be debated 
today will call for support for 
members who take concerted 
action against bullying. Such 
practices contravene health and 
safety laws and should not be 
tolerated, it says. 

Jim Hughes, deputy head of 
■ Thamesmead Community Col- 
lege in Bexley. Greater London, 
blamed increased competition 


between schools for the prob- 
lem. 

“As a deputy head there are 
pressures on me to make sure 
that 1 am producing the goods. 
But 1 don’t believe in any way 
that the method of dealing with 
it is by bullying.” he said. 

. get. the best frompeo-. 

pie by making them feel part of 
an organisation, by being pos- 
itive andmaking them feel they 
ataaduqving something.” 

• - ' AddresSihgthe' conference 
yesterday, the Liberal Democ- 
rat education spokesman, Don 
Foster, said calls by the chief 
inspector of schools for the 
sacking of bad teachers had also 
increased pressures. 

“Far too many teachers are 
demoralised, suffering stress 
related Alness, taking early re- 
tirement and bowed down by 
constantly changing demands 
and lads of support,” he said. 

Mr Foster also attacked plans 
by Labour to allow schools to 
borrow up to £3bn from the 
banks to clear a backlog of 
repairs and maintenance. 

■An Essex headteacher de- 
scribed yesterday how his car 
went out of control when a dis- 
ruptive 10-year-old who he was 
gjving a lift home attacked him. 

Julian Johnson, head of 
Templars Junior School and 
Support Centre in Wilham, 
said that neither the seatbelt 
nor two minders who had ac- 
companied the child were able 
to restrain him. The car was 
damaged in the accident, but no 
one was hurt. 


price rise 

Home owners are confident 
the housing market will pick up, 
with a rise m prices and quicker 
house sales, according to a re- 
port released yesterday. 

Tvo- thirds of 20,000 house- 
holders questioned expected 
house prices to rise in the next 
year. Around 6 per cent thought 
they would frdL Although 55 per 
cent interviewed thoughL they 
would have some difficulty sell- 
ing their houses if put on the 
market, this was down from 74 
per cent in 1992. • 

The findings copae from the 
latest report from the Survey of. 
English Housing, a continuous 
survey oh the state of housing 
in England begun in April 1993 
andpublished by the Office for 
National Statistics. i 

The average mortgage- j 
holder is spending £57 a week ! 
on their mortgage, whfle private 
tenants are paying £70 a week, 
housing association tenants £46 
and council tenants £37. 

The number of owner-occu- 
piers remains at 134 million (68 
per cent of householders). 

Another survey published 
yesterday has found the rise in 
the annual cost of living has 
slowed, helped by stagnating 
house and fuel costs. Food 
prices and the cost of rented 
bousing were still forging ahead, 
according to the Cost of Living 
Survey by Reward Group for 
firms relocating their employees. 

The survey looks at wages and 
costs, such as housing, food 
and tax. It said the cost of liv- 
ing rose 2.1 per cent in the last 
12 months. The average family 
of four living in a three-bedroom 
house with a car and telephone 
need a gross income of £19,238, 
compared with £19,039 last year. 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

Leading drug experts yesterday 
backed a social services direc- 
tor who provoked a storm of 
protest after claiming the dance 
drug ecstasy is “relatively safe". 

Paul Betts, lather of Leah, the 
Essex teenager who died last 
year after taking a tablet on her 
18th birthday, immediately de- 
nounced the claim by Mary 
Hhrtnoll, Glasgow’s director, as 
“totally irresponsible". 

Nigel Evan, the Conservative 
MF and anti-ecstasy cam-, 
paigner, said she was ignoring 
the“appaflmg’’ side-effects, in- 
. eluding heart and kidney feflure 
and long term depression*.- -. 

However, some psychiatrists 
and drug experts said that, tak- 
en in context, her views were 
“spot on” and “helpful" to the 
debate on the drug problem. 

Mrs Hartnoll’s comments 
came in a written response to 
the city’s licensing board, which 
has launched a hard-line anti- 
drugs drive. It is shunning the 
introduction of harm reduc- 
tion measures - like advice and 


chill-out areas in dubs - being 
promoted by those working in 
the field of drugs use and abuse. 

She argued the “fear” mes- 
sage was not getting through to 
young people because it did not 
accord with their own drug-us- 
ing experience and behaviour. 
“The irony is that ecstasy, for ex- 
ample. is a relatively safe drug 
- risk of death has been calcu- 
lated as one in 6.8 million - (the 
risk of dying from an ordinary 
dose of aspirin is very much 
greater) and young people tend 
to know this,” she wrote. 

“For every highly-publicised 
death, those who use regularly 
balance their experience of 
their own, and friends’ experi- 
ence of frequent, safe and en- 
joyable usage”. 

She was not available for 
comment yesterday, but Mr 
Betts said of her views: “To 
come from such a prominent 
person, it’s absolutely stupid." 
He told the BBC “She should 
look at her facts and get her 
facts right before she makes 
such a sweeping statement” 

American research bad 
found ecstasy caused permanent 


and irreversible brain damage, 
be said, referring to a two year 
study carried out by Dr Charles 
Grab for the US Food and Drug 
Adminis tration in California. 

However, UK drug experts 
said they wanted to see the re- 
search published and tested be- 
fore commenting on it - and 
stressed the damage caused by 
prolonged use of alcohol and 
smoking. 

Now big business in the UK 
-with estimated sales of 100 mil- 
lion tablets a year - ecstasy or 
“E" was patented in Germany 
80 years ago as a treatment for 
obesity. It triggers chemical 
changes in the brain, giving a 
boost of energy and a feeling of 
wellbeing. 

• John Davies, professor of 
psychology at Strathclyde Uni- 
versity, said: “Even using the 
most alarming estimates; ecstasy 
is not a major cause of death 
among young people." 

He suggested that Mrs Hart- 
noil’s views were shared by 
most working in the field of drug 
use and abuse, who wanted to 
see harm reduction - rather than 
failed attempts at eradication. 


Cannabis centre opens 


LOUISE JURY 

The House of Hemp was not 
entirely sure who alerted them, 
but it was just hours before its 
official opening that the in- 
spector and chief inspector 
from Bethnal Green police sta- 
tion chose to call. 

The house is to be home to 
the Cannabis Hemp Informa- 
tion Club (CHIC) Whose mem- 
bers are ail keen advocates of 
the lesser-known qualities of 


Cannabis saliva. Its opening 
had obviously prompted alarm 
at the local station %. 

Those behind the centre say 
that while innocent hemp - 
grown in Britain under licence , 
and used for paper-making and 
textiles - was the same plant as 
illegal cannabis, the typical 
hemp seed possessed only a 
fraction ofTHC, the “active in- 
gredient" which produces the 
"high” prohibited by law. 

The officers were clearly 


aware of the difference. Spot- 
ting nothing resembling an of- 
fence under the Misuse of 
Drugs Act they departed, leav- 
ing untouched the chocolate 
...cake ffiyoured with the, nutty 
taste of hemp seed and other 
hemp-enhanced goodies. 

Thus Lhe formal opening of 
the information centre and mu- 
seum in Shoreditch, dedicated 
to public education, was able to 
go ahead The Home Secretary 
may be Invited 


Green light for 
photo licences 

New plastic driving lienees 

bearing a photograph of the 

holder are to be issued early 
next vear. The scheme was first 
announced by the Government 
in 1994 after surveys snowed 
that four in five people were m 
favour of the idea. . 

Transport Minister Steven 
Norris said the cards would 
“bring significant benefitsm es- 
tablishing identity and the pre- 
vention of fraud” Civil liberties 
group Liberty said : “The pho- 
to licence should be viewed with 
alarm by anyone concerned 
about police powers, theirawn 
privacy or the risk of fraud” 

Hunt for runaway 

A convicted sex offender is on 
the run after escaping from a 
psychiatric hospital’s secure 
ward. Police believe Lee 
Thompson, 21, who disap- 
peared from St Nicholas' Hos- 
pital at Gosforth, Newcastle 
upon Tyne, may be heading for . 
Lincolnshire or Hertfordsmre,- 

where be has family links. 

Tank off the rails ;./• 

A 25-tonne army tank turned 
360 degrees and rolled down a ; 
railway embankment after, it 
fell off a train near Catterick'. 
Garrison in Yorkshire. The 
■Warrior was one of 30 being 

loaded on the train as part of a 
£750,000 exercise to prove that 
they are better moved by rail : 
than road. No one was hurt. : 

i Chunnel drugs bust - 

The first drug smuggler caught -- 
using the Channel Tunnel was. 
jailed for two years. Southwaifc ■ 
Crown Court heard that John 
Cornish, 36. of Sandmere Place, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, strapped 
three kilos of cannabis to his legs 
and took the Eurostar tram 
from Paris to London Witerioo 
on 17 January. 

Video hire record 

The number of videos hired cut 
by Britain's largest rental chain. 
Blockbuster, tqiped one rmffion 
for the first time last week. The 
most requested film was Brare- 
heart, which was hired 122JXW. 
times from the firm's 690 stores. 
The record is part of a pattern - 
reversing a six-year slump in UK 
video rentals . 

Hofy unethical 

A firm who claimed their £5 - . 
statues of the Virgin Maryim- ~ 
mersed in holy water could im- 
prove people’s lives were:-' 
ordered to withdraw their ad- . 
vertisements after complaints ; 
from the Catholic church. The 
Advertising Standards Author- 
ity agreed that Chartseareh. of . 
Islington, north London, were , 
targeting the vulnerable. 

Bank raid shooting 

A bank customer was shot by a 
robber after staff refused to 
hand over any cash. The 57 r 
year-old victim was wounded in ; 
the leg when the gunraair ' 
opened fire at the Cooperative - 
Bank in Durham before throw- 
ing away his handgun and flee- 
ing empty-handed. The injured 
man is comfortable in hospital 
after surgery. 

Lots of memories 

A fan of The Archers, spent 
£550 on memorabftiaLfromthe, 
early days of the radio soap; 
Scripts* fan mail and pfto- 1 
lographs were put on sale tty ao 

Helen Fmrbrother in : tfte^95Q^ 
Jan Stretch, 45; from Worces- 
ter, bought all three lots'.after ' 
beating off bids from ajprmer - 
producer of the BBb ifcadwyC' 
programme. X 

Dead baby 

Police appealed i 


m 



Ruddies County Riddles. 

No. 4. Pointless Road Sign. 

last summer, Stephen and Jeanne Pecker, were on their way to meet 
some very old friends, the Bells. They had arranged fo meet over a 
refreshing pint ef that Icing' of ales. Ruddles County at the Singing 
lark Pub, deep in the countryside. 

After passing through Little Norton, they reached a crossroads. 
Their friends' instructions said "Follow signs to Chipping Sherfaourne," 
But the signpost had been knocked over and they were unable to tel! 


HRa&etf 


.'»***\ 



Murdoch and a 

•V 

favour for Sky 


•_ 


^ -which direction to take. 

^ Not having a map, they sat in their car 
„ - trying to decide which of three possible 
reads they should taka. After 20 minutes 
Ted Borns, delivery driver for Ruddies Brewery, came across them, and was abie fo guide them to the pub. 
They spent the rest of the afternoon eatebing up with their eld friends over e flavoursome pint of County.- 
The Bells told then bow they could have discovered the right way to go without Ted's help. 

/ Could you have pointed them in the right direction? > 
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not say what Mr Heseltine and 

Mr Murdoch discussed. 

The Government has been 
looking at ways of expanding the 
advantages of the information 
highway to more people. Its ef- 
forts were redoubled following 
the controversial deal between 
BT and the Labour Party last 
autumn underwhich BT would 
connect schools, hospitals and 
public institutions in return for 
the freedom to offer broadcast 
services over its telephone lines 
under a Labour Government. 

Lewis Moonie, the Labour 
MP who will jointly handle the 
Opposition’s role in the Com- 
mons debate on the BUI, start- 
ing next week, said: “I can't read 
Murdoch's mind but I certain- 
ly know about Heseltine, and he 
is desperate to be seen to be 
doing something about educa- 
tion and computers." 

As reported in the Indepen- 
dent last month, the controver- 
sial amendment was aimed at 
removing domestic satellite 
from the list of services which 
large newspaper groups are 

harrpH Fmm mntmllmn Otka, 


Dn the list include ITV 
licences and national radio. 

Only publishers controlling 
more than 20 per cent of the 


UK national press had been 
caught tty Lhe original clause. 
This takes in Mr Murdoch's 
News International — owner of 
the Sun, the Net ra of the World , 
the Times and the Sunday Times 
— and the Mirror Grotra, which 
publishes the Daily ana Sunday 
Mirror , Dotty Record, theftopfe 
and which owns 43 per cent of 
the Independent and the Inde- 
pendent on Sunday. 

BSkyB is currently a non-do- 
mestic broadcaster, because it 
uses Lhe Astra satellite,' based 
in Luxemburg. By launching its 
own UK-based service, it could 
provide up to 200 channels di- 
rectly to UK homes, freeing up 
space on Astra to use for its con- 
tinental pay-TV operations, in 
league with Bertelsmann and 
Canal Plus, with which it has 
formed a strategic alliance. 

Analysts say BSkyB could 
thereby extend its current dom- 
inant position into the digital 
age. 

The amendment also allows 
the Mirror Group to launch a 
domestic satellite service. But 
David Montgomery, chief ex- 


“There is only occ company that 
could afford to launch such a 
service, and Lhat is Sky. It 
smacks of political impropriety.” 
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v^iuuunui may 
use lottery cash 
to pay ex-wife 


REBECCA FOWLER 

The trust; which received 
£ 12 i> m of lottery money for the 
sale of title Churchill archive, 
amid national finy, said it would 
consider allowing Winston 
Churchill, the MP and grand- 
son of the former prime minis- 
ter, to take out £4 ,5m for part 
of his divorce settlement 

Peregrine Churchill, the 82- 
yeax-cdd nephew of Sir Winston 
and one of three trustees, said 
they had not been approached 
yet, but they would consider an 
application from Mr Churchfll, 
55, who was seen as the driving 
force behind the sale of his 
grandfather 1 s papers last year. 

> As part of his divorce settle- 
ment from Minnie, his wife of 
32 years, Mr Churchill is al- 
legedly offering to set up a new 
trust with money from the sale. 
Their children, John, 20, Jennie, 
28, Marina, 27, and Randolph, 
30, would benefit from the 
fund, while Mrs Churchill 
would live off the proceeds 
from any investments. 

Peregrine Omichfl] said he 
and the other two trustees, Ian 
Montrose, the family solicitor, 
and Lord Digby, would mncuW 
any requests for money once all 
the lotteiy grant had been paid 
by the Treasury. 

He said: “He hasn’t asked us 
yet, and if he did the trustees 




Sr IMnstore Left papers h trust 

would have to consider it on its 
merits. They have the power to 
do anything because the trust 
allows for die fact that condi- 
tions change, but we would not 
just give money away because 
we lie someone." 

The Churchill papers were 
foe only valuable asset left to foe 
family when Sir Winston died in 
1965. According to his family, 
he was anxious his offspring 
should not suffer poverty as he 
did in his youth, and he drew up 
foe trust after the Second World 
War, which specified the bene- 
ficiaries would be his direct 
descendants in foe mate Kn<» for 
four generations. 

The collection, known as foe 
Chartwell Papers, contains al- 
most everything Sir Winston 


wrote before 1945, including let- 
ters home from prep school, 
notes on the abdication, and 
drafts of wartime speeches, 
including “we shall fight them 
on the beaches". 

One of foe most outspoken 
critics of the sale was stoical 
about foe reported intention of 
Mr Churchill to create a new 
trust Dr John Charm! ey, foe 
historian and Chu rchill biogra- 
pher, said he still considered 
that foe nation had in effect 
bought something it already 
owned a large proportion ot 

But he said: “You can’t deny 
Mhmie foe fact she deserves a 
substantial sum, but quite 
whether the British public 
should be involved in funding 
it is a different matter." 

Mr Churchill, MP for Davy- 
hulme in Manchester who lists 
his hobbies as “country pur- 
suits" in Who’s Who , is report- 
edly anxious to many Luce 
Danielson, 53, a Belgian jew- 
ellery designer. He previously 
had a five-year affair with So- 
raya Khashoggi, former wife of 
the arms dealer Adnan 
Khashoggi He was also linked 
to Jan Gashing, an American 
heiress, who said of his wife: “If 
she has a good lawyer, she’ll de- 
mand half his money, and she 
deserves it She’s given him 
her life." Mr Chur chill was 
unavailable for comment 


Police offer chance to 
join the crimebusters 


JASON BENNETJO . 

Crime Correspondent- 

The public wiD be given. the 
chance to take part m a heli- 
copter rescue and solve a tricky 
murder before finishing the 
day by queffing a riot under pro- 
pose Is for Britain’s first na- 
tional police museum. 

The police “visitors centre” 
is expected to cost about £20m 
and hopes to attract 600,000 
people a year, with an extra 
600,000 at touring exhibitions. 

Chief constables, who gave 
their backing to the plans at a 
meeting yesterday, hope to cash 
in on foe public’s fascination 
with crime, criminals and cop- 
pers and provide an education, 
with across between the Science 
Museum and Alton Tbwers. 

At foe end of foe month foe 
Association of Chief Police Of- 
ficers should learii whether 
their application for £ 10 m 
of lotteiy money from foe 


Millennium Comroission=has 
bden successful „ y ■■ 

An»MfoeinlonctiyedH^ays 
planned for the centre, whkh vrifl 
probably be based mLo&lon, is 
a helicopter, for visitors, to ex- 
perience a flight over London 
where a drowning man win be 
plucked from theRiver Thames. 
A car simnfatdr will offer high-., 
speed chases, and would-be stais 
of nVs the Bill series will be 
able to orchestrate beat officers, 
riot police and armed-response 
vehicles from a mode up txapo- 
bce control room. 

Visitors will be able to take 
part in a murder hunt and use 
foe latest DNA and finger- 
print technology- Those want- 
ing to track down the next Nick 
Leeson, who brought down 
Barings Bank lastyear, could sift 
through “cooked” books and 
pretend to be a fraud officer. 

There will also he videos 
arid information about drugs 
and tibe criminal justice systein 


..notorious cases. Such asdleDr 
Grippen murders, the Great 
Train Robbery, and foe Kristy 
brothers. Pbstible displays in- 
clude foe umbrella gun and pel- 
let used to kfll Georgi Markov, 
foe Bulgarian defector who was 
. stabbed in foe leg in 1978 by a 
KGB agent iq London. 

Still under considering, is 
how to address issues such as 
race relations and youth culture. 

The she cf the old Bow Street 
police station in central London 
had been considered for foe pro- 
ject, but it is believed to be too 
small Alternative sites are be- 
ing looked at In addition to foe 
main display foe police propose 
to have an annual touring exhi- 
bition and a number of smaller 
mobile units. Sponsors have al- 
ready been found to match any 
lotteiy money. 

. Itishopedfoc centrewillbe 
emeu by April 1999, in time for 
foe millennium celebrations. 



One of the eagles soars above the Lake District (left) 
Photograph: Tom Finnie And another at rest (above) 
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Riddle 
of dead 
goose, a 
dog and 
the MP 


JOJO MOYES 

Labour’s former deputy leader, 
Roy Hattersley, is well used to 
the dog-eat-dog world of poli- 
tics. But life can be much more 
troublesome, he bas discov- 
ered, if your dog chooses to eat 
something else. 

Mr Hattersley, a well-docu- 
mented lover of animals, has 
been questioned by police over 
an allegation that his dog killed 
a goose in a royal park on 
Easter Monday. 

According to police, foe 63- 
year-old MP was walking foe 
suspect, said to look like a 
Staffordshire bull terrier, in St 
James's Park, central London, 
when the goose was attacked 
and shaken violently by a dog 
of the same description. 

A witness fetched an official 
in foe park, between Westmin- 
ster and Buckingham Palace, 
but when they returned foe 
victim was dead. 

A Scotland Yard spokes- 
woman said: “Metropolitan po- 
lice officers came across a grey 
lag goose lying on foe South 
Lakeside Pathway in St James’s 
Park at 8. 15 on Monday morn- 
ing. 

“A park employee ap- 
proached the officers and told 
them he had seen a Stafford- 
shire bull terrier-type dog attack 
foe bird 

“The witness gave a descrip- 
tion of foe dog and owner and 
the police spoke to a man soon 
afterwards at foe junction of 
Buckingham Gate and Wilfred 
Street 

“Following further inquiries 
the officers nude a report to the 
Royal Paris police for their con- 
sideration on whether to take 
further action,” she added 

A Royal Parks police 
spokesman said it was “pursu- 
ing inquiries to decide whether 
a prosecution will follow in 
due course”. 

Staff at St James’s Park said 
yesterday that had been in- 
structed not to talk about foe 
case because of the high-profile 
of foe suspect's owner. 

Royal parks regulations 
made it an offence to cause or 
permit any animal of which 
someone is in charge to chase, 
worry or injure any other ani- 
mal or bird 

Dogs are allowed to be off 
leads in “certain areas” of foe 
royal parks. 

The MP for Birmingham 
Sparkbrook, who once spokeup 
in Parliament about “encour- 
aging responsible dog owner- 
ship”, could face a fine of up to 
£200 for breaking park regula- 
tions. 

He was not available for 
comment yesterday. 
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news 


Organic 

farmers 


urged to 


quit NFU 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 


A leader of Britain's organic 
farmers yesterday urged all of 
them to follow his example and 
quit the National farmers' 
Union. 

Patrick Holden, director of 
the Soil Association and British 
Organic Fanners, said an arti- 
cle by two NFU economists in 
yesterday's Independent was 
“the straw that broke the 
camel’s back". 

“I’ve now lost patience with 
the NFU - this is the latest 
example of them giving us only 
token support, of effectively 
damning us with faint praise,’’ 
he said. The article, ty Tom Ma- 
her and Sion Roberts, was in 
response to the Independent 
on Tuesday, when the entire 
comment page was devoted to 
the case for organic farming. 
That debate followed the BSE 
scare. 

The NFU's economists ar- 
gued that it would be “folly” for 
all or most of Britain's farmers 
to switch to organic production, 
because there was no wide- 


spread demand for such pro- 
duce and it would make them 


duce and it would make them 
internationally uncompetitive. 
Mr Holden, who has an or- 


ganic farm near Lampeter in 
North Wiles, said he had staved 


North Wales, said he had stayed 
in the NFU because it exerted 
a powerful influence on the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
had shewn some support for 
organic farming. Now it was 
dear that the union only saw this 
type of agriculture occupying a 
small niche, he said, never as- 
suming a significant role. 

He added: “It’s lime the 
NFU took a serious look at its 
outdated policy and prejudices, 
and until it does I'm out. My 
fanning partner and I pay a 
£200 annual subscription to the 
NFU and £40 to British Organic 


‘Tenants from 
hell’ evicted 


A family of 17. branded “the 
neighbours from hell", are to be 
evicted from their home after 
500 complaints, a council said 
yesterday. 

Mother-of- 10 Kay Potts and 
her extended family were given 
48 hours to leave Lheir council 
house in Wythenshawe, Man- 
chester, after a judge granted 
the city council a repossession 
order. 

Mrs Potts was ordered to 
move out after Salford County 
Court heard a catalogue of 
complaints from outraged 
neighbours. 

“Members of the family were 
chronically noisy, used abusive 
language and threatened vio- 
lence towards their neighbours 
and were involved in vandalism 
and burglary,” a Manchester city 
council spokeswoman said. 

Mrs Potts, 50, hit the head- 
lines 1 7 months ago after police 
arresting her on charges of 
handling stolen goods put down 
“ugly" as her occupation. 

She had been sharing her 
three-bedroomed family home, 
designed for six, with up to 17 
people, after moving in two 
years ago. 

The family, who have clocked 
up more than 500 complaints to 
the council from neighbours, 
had been evicted from their pre- 
vious council house in Man- 
chester for causing a nuisance. 

Three of their neighbours, 


who kept a diary of the Potts's 
behaviour, gave evidence to 
the court after an injunction last 
year failed to have any effect 

“In the teeth of harassment 
and intimidation, these extra- 
ordinarily brave individuals 
were determined to appear in 
court to fight for themselves and 
their community," a council 
spokeswoman said. 

One neighbour, Gerard Rid- 
ings, 57, said yesterday: “Tb call 
them the neighbours from hell 
is an understatement. They're 
an evil lot.” 

Mr Ridings, a keen garden- 
er, who had had bricks thrown 
at him, his greenhouse shat- 
tered, his home vandalised and 
his garage set on fire, said: “In 
the end rd just had enough.” 

Chair of housing at Man- 
chester council, Claire Nangle, 
praised the “courageous” ten- 
ants for ‘‘helping to end a nui- 
sance which has caused so much 
misery". 

“This is an important and suc- 
cessful story in the fight against 
anti-social behaviour, 1 ’ she said. 

Hie council’s policy was to 
find evicted families tempo- 
rary accommodation while their 
case was reviewed but the 
judgement made it clear that 
famili es like the Potts must 
mend their ways, she said. 

A spokesman for Mrs Potts’s 
solicitor said she had no com- 
ment to make. 


Neighbour’s noise 
‘provoked’ shots 


A man who fired an air rifle at 
the home of a noisy neighbour 
was fined and given a suspend- 
ed jail sentence at the Old Bai- 
ley yesterday. 

William Vonck. 40, of 
Clapham. south London, who 
runs a property firm, “snapped" 
because of the loud music con- 


stantly played by Simon Batt, 32, 
who lived on the ninth floor of 
a tower block. Vbnck fired at feast 
eight pellets at Mr Batt’s home, 
and allegedly cracked a window 
pane, the court was told. 

Judge Michael Shi art -Moore 


said: “Your patience snapped 
because of the loud music. Mr 
Batt was a self-centred, incon- 
siderate neighbour of the very 
worst kind ... I accept you were 
very heavily provoked." He 
added that Mr Vbnck was “very 
lucky" to avoid prison. 

Police found an air rifle with 
telescopic lenses and an antique 
shotgun, for which Mr Vonck 
had held an expired licence. 

Mr Vonck was fined £4,500, 
plus £500 costs and given a six- 
month prison sentence sus- 
pended tor two years. 
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Farming debate: Attack on 
union bias and outdated policy 


farming [which represents and 
services only organic producers]. 
With the kind of backing we’re 
getting from the union that 
makes no sense for us or any 
other BOF member." 

He wifi make his call in the 
next issue of New Farmer and 
Grower , but he wants to con- 
tinue talking to the union be- 
cause some of its senior 
office-holders are sympathetic 

BOF has 600 members, of 
whom more than half are with 
the NFU. Organic production 
covers just 0.3 per cent of 
Britain’s total agricultural land, 
and most of the United King- 
dom’s organic food is import- 
ed. The producers argue that 
the best of them can now pro- 
duce yields close to those av- 
eraged by conventional 
farmers and growers, while 
minimising harm to the envi- 
ronment and creating safe food. 

In 1989. BOF and the Soil 
Association announced their 
goal of raising this percentage 
area to 20 per cent by 2000, al- 
though the two now merged or- 
ganisations admit they are 
unlikely to achieve iL Mr Hold- 
en said their estimate was that 
5 per cent of existing British 
farms could now convert to or- 
ganic farming profitably, but the 
great majority could not because 
existing European Union and 
government policies locked 
them into intensive farming. 

The association promotes 
organic produce and certifies 
that it meets government and 
European standards for being 
pesticide and fertiliser-free. 

An NFU spokeswoman re- 
gretted Mr Holden's decision. 
She said the union had no pol- 
icy for how large organic fann- 
ing should become in Britain, 
because that was down to the 
decisions of individual farmers 
meeting consumer demand. 

Letters, page 18 



Ostrich investors 


panic as 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 


Britain's great ostrich invest- 
ment bubble was deflating 
rapidly yesterday, with fraught 
investors jamming the phone 
line of a company under inves- 
tigation by the Serious Fraud 


Food for thought: Ostriches at an Oxfordshire farm yesterday. The British flock has grown 
to 10,000 strong In less than decade Photograph: Joel Chant 


UUKC. 

Nottinghamshire police have 
been called in by the SFO and 
another force is also expected 
to be involved in the inquiries 
into the Ostrich farming Cor- 
poration, which is being wound 
up by the Department of Tirade 
and Industry. 

The BSE scare should be giv- 
ing Britain’s fast-growing ostrich 
farming industry its greatest 
boost as consumers seek an al- 
ternative red meat to beet But 
instead, the closure of the Os- 
trich Fanning Corporation 
(OFC), which has several thou- 
sand ostriches on farms in Bel-* 
gium, is exposing how 
speculative the boom has been. 

Ostrich meat has been much 
talked up as a new food for the 
next century -red fleshed with 
good texture and a pleasant, 
gamey taste which is much low- 
er in fats and especially cho- 
lesterol than other red meats. 
The composer Sir Andrew 


Llovd Webber has joined the 
rush, raising the huge, flightless 
birds on his estate near Ascot 

While the British fanned 
flock has gone from zero to 
about 10,000 in less than a 
decade, it consists almost en- 
tirety of breeding stock, \feiy few 

have been killed for the pot 

The British Domesticated 
Ostriches Association, which 
represents the 300-plus farmers, 

says there is not yet one ostrich 

abattoir in Britain although 
there are plans for three. 

The rapid growth of the 
breeding flock has been fu- 
elled by the hope that the mar- 
ket would expand while the 
meat would continue to fetch 
the premium, novelty price of 
about £18 a pound. But while 
ostrich has found its way on to 
the menus of a few pubs and 
restaurants, but has failed to es- 
tablish itself on the all-impor- 
tant supermarket shelves. And 
the gap between the price of 
good carcass (£450) and a live 
breeding bird (up to £14,000) 
looks enormous. 

The Ostrich Farming Com- 
pany offered investors the 
chance to buy ostriches of all 
ages - from chicks to breeding 
adults, and promised an annu- 


al return of just over 50 per cent 
of their initial investment. Itwas 
an extremely attractive rate l ty 
any standards - based on them 
getting a guaranteed price fbr 
a guaranteed number of chads 
produced by their breeders . 
and was promoted through ex- 
tensive advertising. It is these 
advertisements which are being 
investigated by the Advertising 
Standards Authority. . . 

With hindsight, there were 
obvious warnings. The Securi- 
ties and Investments Board 
warned that ownership of an os- 
trich was not regarded as an in- 
vestment — and owners would 
not be entitled to the official In- 
vestors Compensation Scheme 
in the event of a collapse. 

The board had looked into 
OFC’s claims and passed a file 
to the Department of Trade and 
Industry, which last week asked 
the High Court for the firm to 
be wound np. The Official Re- 

ceiver has been appointed as the ’if 
provisional liquidator. 

OFC’s managing director 
Brian Ketchel! used to run a 
video rental chain, Video Mag- 
ic, which went into liquidation 
in 1991. Yesterday, he could not 
be contacted at Ihe firm’s offices 
in Mansfield, Nottinghamshire. 
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FREE RADIO TIMES FAMILY 
VIDEO GUIDE 


ELECTROLUX 

UPRIGHT CLEMS? 

GOO watts suction power 
Complete wth tools 
Tby coni storage 
Reusable dustbag 
Mode) 129B02BG 
In-store price £9409 


EASY STAS 

CLEANING 
HOSE, 


EXCLUSIVE TO 

COMET 



KENWOOD 

TOUCH CONTROL MICROWAVE 

750 waits IEC 
0.6 curit capacity 
1000 watts griB 
Modal KM3501T 
was £91909 
I n-dore pnee £139.99 




10 MONTHS 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT' 


PACKAGE PRICE 


£1099 

SAVE 




OHV* 


1130 



KELMNATOR 

STANDARD FRTX3E 

4.7 cu.lt capacity 

CFC taMuMTHta defrost 

Ft* vridth salad crisper 

3 at* Imran food compartment 

ModdKC14R 

nonnaly £19809 

BUT NOW MY 

B MONTHS LKJBt** 


save £ 40 



DES LYNAM'S GUIDE TO SPORT ON TV 

just ask for a Home Cinema demonstration 


TCKErSTO A TOPSKffiTlNG EVBiT 
pfeaseask to-store for details/ ■ , ■ ... 







UWvGHT CLEANER 
1COG watts suction power 

Stair cleaning hose 
BuR-in toots . 

5 Stratton lamb 
waD-to-wal cleaning 
ModetUans 
In-store price £14009 


CREDA 

CONC8*T BOLARGLO t 
ELECTRIC COOKS* 

BOOnm wfcnvceramlc itob 
Easydwrt inera/Doubteown 
Pen oven/3 -teat heeTzones 
Mod* 48323/33 


BUY NOW my 
12 MONTHS INTER** 


WHIRLPOOL 

6.7 cu.lt FMDQE FREEZER 
5.2 cu.ft Hdga capacity 
10 cu.lt (raozar capacity 
CFC tree 


3£7»*** 


MotHASTKn 
normeiy E29009 
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Court battle: Student alleges negligence by top firm in UK 

Solicitors sued over 
millionaire’s will 


JOJO MOVES 

Britain’s biggest firm of solici- 
tors is being sued in the Hi°h 
Court next week for alleged 
negligence over the will of Bel- 
gravia property developer Eric 
HopLon. ‘ 

Clifford Chance, which with 
240 partners in 23 countries is 
also the second largest solici- 
tors firm in the world, is being 
sued by 22-year-old university 
student Dominic Trusted, the 
great-nephew of Eric Hopton 
and a potential beneficiary of 
his will. 

Among the witnesses ex- 
pected to appear are George 
Staple, head of the Serious 
. Fraud Office and former parl- 
&ner at Clifford Chance, and 
Rona, Lady Delves Brough- 
ton, whose father-in-law. Sir 
Jock Delves Broughton, was 
acquitted of murdering the 
Earl of Erroll in a case that 
inspired the 1987 film White 
Mischief . 

The case revolves around 


rvi 



George Staple: Former 
partner at Clifford Chance 

the multi-million pound estate 
left by Mr Hopton, who died in 
1991 before completing a new 
will. Mr Hopton, whose Bel- 
gravia Property Company was 
sold for £4&5m to Elliott Bern- 
erd, owner of the Wentworth 


Club, died aged 72 of a heart 
attack. 

Mr Hopton had a younger 
brother John, who died in 1978 
leaving two sons and a sister, 
Eileen, Dominic Trusted's 
mother. His will was not com- 
pleted or signed and Mr Trust- 
ed, as a potential beneficiary, 
alleges negligence over the way 
in which the new will was han- 
dled. He is suing for more than 
£lm. 

The defendants in the action 
are Clifford Chance and one of 
its partners, solicitor David 
Bowyer, who handled affairs 
relating to Mr Hopton's will. 
George Staple, a former part- 
.ner in the firm, was Mr Hop- 
ton's solicitor in all other 
matters. 

A separate but related ac- 
tion by Mr Hopton’s close 
friend Rona. Lady Delves 
Broughton, which was also be- 
gun in December 1993. has 
been discontinued. 

Lady Delves Broughton, 55, 
a Lloyd’s of London council 
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■ WITH THIS VOUCHER WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE TO , 
* SKY PREMIER CHANNELS FOR 12 MONTHS' ■ 


MUST END MONDAY 
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I PACE S l ERcO SA 7 cLLi' T c SYS < EiV> 'WLY 
INCLUDES SCOW MESH DISH 
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WHAT VIDEO RECOMMENDED 

I “Top specification and performance for the price” 
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member, was a director of Mr 
Hopton's property company 
and nursed him through his fi- 
nal illness. He and her late bus- 
band, Sir Evelyn Delves 
Broughton, had been friends at 
Eton. 

She dropped her action, 
which was claiming £500,000 
over the uncompleted will, ear- 
lier this month. Her solicitors. 
Goodman Derrick, said yester- 
day that she had “made a con- 
tribution" of £175,000 to 
Clifford Chance’s costs. 

Perry Simson. a partner at 
Clifford Chance, said yesterday: 
“AMs have been advised by coun- 
sel and the solicitors acting for 
us that the claim will fall and 
that it will be vigorously 
contested." 

Mr Trusted, a student at Ed- 
inburgh University, is receiving 
legal aid to fight the court ac- 
tion. He declined to comment 
yesterday. 

The case, which begins in the 
High Court next Tuesday, is 
expected to last three weeks. 


Tumim 
attacks 
Howard 
on jail 
reform 


HEATHER MILLS . 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

Prison officers will be placed at 
even greater risk of violence, in- 
jury - and even death - by the 
Home Secretary's latest law 
and order package, the former 
Chief Inspector of Prisons 
warned yesterday. 

In an-outspoken attack on 
last week's White Paper an- 
nouncing sweeping reforms to 
sentencing. Judge Stephen Tu- 
mixn condemned as “a very 
dangerous doctrine" plans to 
abolish automatic remission 
and parole and replace it with 
continuous assessment by 
prison officers. 

And he echoed the concerns 
of Lord Thylor, the Lord Chief 
Justice, by describing plans 
for minimum and mandatory 
life sentences for a range 
of offenders as a “denial of jus- 
tice”. It was forcing independent 
judges to become mere tools of 
the Government, he said “It wfli 
mean overcrowding, great ex- 
pense and a widening of the gap 
between the classes of our so- 
ciety rather than an attempt to 
help prisoners lead law-abiding 
lives. 

Judgt Tbmim lost his contract 
as the guardian of prisoners’ 
rights and conditions last No- 
vember, because of what insid- 
ers described asa head-on dash 
with Michael Howard 
Yesterday it became dear 
that his removal had not si- 
lenced one of Mr Howard’s 
most effective critics. He chose 
a book launch in London to 
speak out. He said: “If you are 
not going to get parole or re- 
mission then you might as well 
beat up or murder a prison of- 
ficer. 

“What is worrying me is that 
continuous assessment is going 
to cause extremely bad relations, 
allegations of racism, of 
favouritism, of support by offi- 
cers of snoops by one prisoner 
against another. Nothing could 
be worse for prison discipline 
than that." 

■ The judge rejected Govern- 
ment claims that the tough new 
measures were simply a re- 
sponse to overwhelming public 
demand for action against 
crime. “Everybody always says 
the publiewants tougher treat- 
ment of prisoners, rougher 
treatment of prisoners, nastier 
treatment of prisoners. 

“1 don’t know what the pub- 
lic wants, but 1 suspect what it 
wants is to see justice done.” 
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On the right track: Emma and Richard Carroll at the entrance to one of the 'family 
carriages’ being set aside by Great Western Trains on selected train journeys from 
London to Wales and the South-west so that families can play and relax in freedom 


news 

Ex-care 
staff 
call for 
abuse 
inquiry 

ROGER DOBSON 

Staff who worked at one of the 
biggest homes involved in the 
North Wales child abuse scan- 
dal yesterday backed calls for a 
full public inquiry. 

Care staff who worked at (he 
Biyn Estyn Home in Wrexham 
Clwyd, where two senior staff 
were convicted of abuse, say 
anything short of a full inquiry 
would be unacceptable. 

“The internal inquiry was 
doomed to failure because, as 
many of us foresaw, there would 
be problems over publication 
because of the legal issues 
involved." said a spokeswoman 
who worked at the borne for 10 
years. 

The move by former staff 
comes amid growing concern 
that a 300-page report follow- 
ing a two-year investigation by 
three leading child care spe- 
cialists will never be published. 

It makes a series of recom- 
mendations to prevent a 
recurrence of the kind of events 
which in Clwyd led to years of 
abuse for as many as 200 young 
people. Several child care* agen- 
cies. including Childline and 
NCH Action For Children, 
want the report published so 
that lessons can be learnt. 

William Hague, the Secretary 
of State for Wales, will face a 
barrage of demands both for 
publication of the report and for 
a public inquiry from Labour's 
health spokesman in Wales, 
Rhodri Morgan, when the min- 
ister returns from leading a 
trade mission to the United 
States at the end of this week. 

The Clwyd affair also raises 
important issues over the status 
of reports of investigations 
into abuse claims. Some agen- 
cies believe that they should be 
given a status which guarantees 
indemnity against libel or 
other legal action. 

Staff who worked at Bryn Es- 
tyn, which closed in 1984, say 
they have been concerned for 
some time about the issues sur- 
rounding child care in North 
Wales. Because of the pressure 
the staff felt, a support group 
has been set up offering help, 
advice and counselling to those 
under pressure. 


EVERY/* 

A 


HUE'S 




Ns-hir-c's iei: ‘.o c:u:nce wren you cjv tram Gateway 2000 . 
Ars?crCcVs 'a-’cee! a recl PC nianYacwrer’ ana cos of Lie fastsst- 
wowwg cerr-parrtvs- :n E props ioc. From a medesi sewrr^c on 
a ps:i!o :ci*rn r the A -nsncen 1,1 owes- in 1 935. we'ro now a 
FcrTiine wL- j company .vcn an annua' tut-ovst or neaev c- 
b ; hion aoo ever 3.000 emo'oyecs v-.cno. vde. So you ge: meie 
PC for fewer £:~ s, wruch sho-'C cut a spring .r. your step - 
ewarc-wirmng lec'noloay backed by : '.e :.r:cs‘ service an 
supper-. ice r± adds up so csnuhs v-vius-^ -money. 

Cur PS- ICO N'uitimodia Express, wire a lanmsfic sT-ws'e 
bunds wade ever £3C0, is fasi and cc.vedj' and dea 1 
tor everything trerr. business io stoe-wnmoci. Every 
Gateway 2000 PC comes war, a 20-cay monsy-back 
g’jsrsnree. free teieC.'-cne si. opart ror .carc.vsfC srtci 
Sotovare for the sysren's !.'fcthr.e and 1 yefer free 
maintenance at either yep: homo or office . So don't take a 
gambto. get a Gateway 2000. 

For details of our ton range of PCs. cat us free for a 
area; dsai more from Gateway 2000. 


InteP 100MHz Pentium Processor 1 
16MB EDO RAM 
3.5" Diskette Drive 
Quad-Speed CD-ROM 
1GB 1 1ms IDE Hard Drive with 
PC! Enhanced IDE Interface 
Trio 64V+ 2MB DRAM Video 
Ensoniq Wavetable Sound Card & 
Altec Lansing ACS40 Speakers with 
AC5250 Subwoofer . 

15" Vsvitron“ Colour Monitor’ 
Desktop Case 

Windows 95 : 105 Key Keyboard & 
MS Mouse 

Microsoft’ Windows 95 
MS Office ProfessicnaT 95 
MS Entarta '96 (US Version) 

3 Years Limited Warranty 



inc VAT & Delivery 
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news 

France wins 
UK defence deal 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

The French government is to ac- 
quire a majority share in the 
manufacture of vital equip- 
ment for Britain's u indepen- 
dent” nuclear deterrent in a new 
deal struck by French. British 
and Australian defence con- 
tractors. Although the arrange- 
ment is a purely commercial 
one, it gives new impetus to 
Fran co-British co-operation on 
nuclear strategy, which could 
develop into a future European 
nuclear force. 

A new company called Thom- 
son Marconi Sonar (TMS). with 
3,500 employees in Britain. 
Fiance and Australia, will be the 
second largest supplier of sonar 
equipment in the world. The new 
company will be based in France 
and the French government- 
owned firm of Thomson-CSF 
will. own 50.1 per cent of the 
shares. The British firm GEC- 
Marconi will own the rest. The 
new company will supply all the 
sonar equipment for the British 
and French submarine fleets - 


including the 16.000 tonne Bri- 
tish Vanguard class submarines 
which cany US-built Trident 
miss Lies. Two of the submarines 
are already in service- Two more 
will become operational in 1997 
and 1999. New sonar equip- 
ment added to vessels in refit will 
be provided by TMS. 

The deal also means Britain 
will have an almost identical 
share in the sonar of the new 
French Trioraphant class bal- 
listic missile-firing submarines, 
the first of which enters service 
later this year. 

Denis Ranque, who will head 
the new company, said: “The 
acoustic signature of the sub- 
marines is a very sensitive mat- 
ter to the French and British 
governments but we have sat- 
isfied them we can maintain the 
necessary secrecy.” 

Discussions on Franco -British 
cooperation in nuclear strategy 
have in the past focused on 
agreed patrol areas, and tech- 
nical collaboration on future 
torpedo- firing submarines. The 
new company has made that co- 
operation a reality. 
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£50QOOOgranT‘ 
for steel angel 


-s-: 


Wings of desire: This is how Gormley’s steel angel will appear to motorists on the A1 Photograph: Gateshead Council 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Arts Correspondent 

The fiercely opposed prqect to 
erect a 60ft tall steel angel 
overlooking Gateshead has woo 
more than half a million poun ds 
in lottery binding, LordGowne, 
the chairman of the Arts Coun- 
cil will announce today. 

He will be in Tyneside this 
morning to announce a grant of 
£584,000 - a move which wui 
earn the cordial dislik e, if 
not opprobrium, of most resi- 
dents of the town. 

The angel is the inspiration 
of Antony Gonnley, who won 
the Turner Prize for works such 
as field, a sea of 40,000 day fig- 
urines, Testing a World View, in 
which five iron figures, were 
shaped into awkward positions, 
and a 19S8 work, a bed made 
from 6,000 slices of bread. 

His plan to erect the statue, 
with a wing-span of 150ft, on the 
site of a former coal mine was 
put forward in a public art 
competition run by Labour- 
controlled Gateshead council. 

The cost of the work - orig- 


inal £250,000, but now more 
than‘£800,000 - and its dtomi- 
nafinc size have aroused the 
town's ire. More than £150,000 
is coming from the European 
Regional Development Fund 
and a further £45,000 from 
Northern Arts in Newcastle, 

Last year. 4,000 people 
signed a petition objecting to it, 
ewa though the Arts Councfi, 
European sources and North- 
ern Arts, rather than the coun- 
cil wQl be paying the bill. 

Kathy King, a Liberal coun- 
cillor. is one of those fighting to 
get the council to drop the 
scheme. “Quite frankly, it wll 
be a monument to the stupidi- 
ty of the council here in 
Gateshead, and you can quote 
me every word, pel because 
people here do not want that - 
statue,” she said yesterday, 

Mr Gormley himself says the 
work will symbolise the spirit of 
the North-easi ltwzD.be visible 
throughout Tyneside andwfflbe 
a landmark for anyone driving^; 
up from the south on the AL^ 
It is expected h will be finished 
by March next year. ■ 
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Whirlpool 
FREE DISHWASHER 

ADC434 When vou spend £3.250 or more on J kitchen excluding ktutjlhlinn 

FREE HOB IFREE HOOD 

With wlccled pofdi JW I Wlth P° rch - , ’^» 

UP TO 50% OFF REFRIGERATION 

With selected puiduM, 

UP TO % OFF WASHING MACHINES 

With selected pnndww* 

ASK IN-STORE FOR DETAILS - PLUS MANY OTHER OFFERS 


EVERY RANGE 
REDUCED 

With every range 
reduced in the Magnet 
Spring Sale and 
many at half price. 
Magnet Kitchens 
are now even more 
affordable. 


Magnet 

fdod far thought 

For your nearest showroom 

call free 0800 555 825- 


Fear of ridicule 
keeps ‘tough’ 
boys from help 



GLENDA COOPER 

Boys who have been brutally ill- 
treated are refusing to get help 
because they believe they must 
be tough and keep any worries 
to themselves, according to a 
new survey published by the 
charity ChilaJLine. 

Despite talk of the “New 
Man”, the macho stereotype 
persists and boys who do speak 
of their problems fear being 
ridiculed as weak wimps. 

The report. We Know it's 
Tougfi to Talk, is based on a sam- 
ple of the 16505 boys who con- 
tacted the heipfine in 1994-5 and 
a questionnaire carried out in 
secondary schools. The charity 
has also launched a campaign 
with the London Monarchy 
Britain’s only American football 
team, encouraging boys to call 

Four times as many girls as 
boys call ChOdLine, and more 
than five times as many girls of 
11-15 than boys. 

Mary MacLeod, research di- 
rector for ChildLine, said the 
proportion of boys calling with 
such serious problems that they 
had to be referred to police or 
social services was much high- 
er than that of girls. Among 
boys, 18 per cent called about 
physical abuse, 17 per cent 


OPENING TIMES; Mun-S.il 6.UO-5.OT. Scli-cted bronchus ope" unta 8jW on Thursday and UMXM.OO on Sunday. Check each branch for details. 


about bullying, 11 per cent 
about sexual abuse and 8 per 
cent about sexuality. In com- 
parison girls called about a 
wider range of concerns, most 
frequently bullying or family 
problems, and proportionally 
fewer because of physical abuse. 

Beys told of attempted stran- 
gulation, being thrown down- 
stairs, beaten around the head 
and stabbed. “Steve”, 13, said 
his father frequently got into a 
rage and hit him around the 
head, dragged him tty his hair 
and pushed him downstairs. 
He added that because he was 
btind his father would move ob- 
jects so that he fell over them. 
And “Simon”, 15, told Child- 
Line that the previous day his 
stepfather had beaten him with 
a metal rod and broken his arm. 

“Assaults like these are crim- 
inal offences ... But for children 
the possibility of getting help or 
of the violence ending seems re- 
mote,” Ms Madeod said. 

Both girls and boys talked of 
their feelings of worthlessness, 
hopelessness and low self-es- 
teem. But boys were more like- 
ly to speak of anger and 
destructive behaviour, and 
were much more likely to be 
self-critical about having a prob- 
lem at all feeling that a “real" 
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boy would have prevented or 
stopped bullying or assaults. 

In the school survey, based on 
1,453 completed question- 
naires, 17 percent thought it was 
acceptable for giris to get upset 
but boys should be tough. Half 
(51 percent) said boys found it 
harder to talk than girls. 

“Stereotyping seems to reach 
its height in adolescence when 
boys feel under great pressure 
to show they are tough.” Esther 
Rantzen, chairwoman of Child- 
Line, said. “... But the 71 per 
cent increase in suicide by 
young men in the past 10 years 
shows how dangerous it can be 
to bottle up distress ” 
u ChildLine (free): 08001111. 
■ Young people must be taken 
much more seriously if the 
Church of England is to widen 
its appeal into the next centu- 
ry, a report produced by the 
General Synod’s board of edu- 
cation warned yesterday. The 
church is failing to recognise the 
potential of under-25s in play- 
ing an active part in the Chris- 
tian community, according to the 
report. Youth A Port. It says tra- 
ditional services and styles of 
worship risk excluding young 
people, and calls for youth to be 
allowed to share in the leader- 
ship of flexible creative worship: 
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■ Direct _ 
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0800 121 OOO 0800 121 004 


pay by instalments interest free 


REDUNDANCY & SICKNESS 0800 121 0 08 - TRAVEL 0800 121 007 
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WH Smith 

relents on 
‘top-shelf’ 
magazines 


LOUISE JURY 

WH Smith’s wholesale arm is 
ghong newsagents the option to 
refuse to stock “adult” maga- 
zines after a campaign against 
the top-shelf sales by some 
retailers. 

The high street chain’s 
wholesale division will ask 
newsagents to “opt in” to the 
sales in future after complaints 
that soft porn material was be- 
ing forced on retailers who did 
not want it. 

■ WH Smith News distributes 
j magazines and newspapers in a 
box-out* system, under which 
a pre-packed selection of items 
is sent to 20,000 independent 
customers. 

Although newsagents can 
elect not to receive adult mag- 
azines, some claimed their wish- 
es were not being respected and 
Hamdy Shahein launched a 
protest campaign from his shop 
in Stoke Newington, north Lon- 
don. At its peak, the opposition 
claimed support from 500 oth- 
er shops. 

The company, one of three 
wholesalers dominating the 
market, said yesterday it hoped 
the modification to the distrib- 
ution procedure would meet the 
objections. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“There’s been a lot of criticism 
weighed against us. We thought 
we'd clarify the matter once and 
for all to make sure we don't in- 
flict these magazines on people 
who don’t want them.” Other 
magazines would be selected 
and sent to the newsagents in- 
stead, she said. 

Mr Shahein welcomed the 
move as a "step forward* but 
said pressure was being still 
placed upon newsagents to ac- 
cept the top-shelf material. 

He accused WH Smith of 
stressing the good profits to be 
made, up 10 per cent on last 
year, in order to persuade 


Watchdog calls 
for ‘Net’ gains 


GLENDA COOPER 

A network of public computer 
kiosks, similar to the payphone 
system, should be set up to 
make sure the less well-off are 
not excluded from the infor- 
mation revolution, a consumer 
watchdog said yesterday. 

The National Consumer 
Council wants “PC boxes” put 
into libraries, hospitals and 
community centres, so that peo- 
ple unable to afford a comput- 
er can surf the Internet. 

It can cost a minimum of £700 
plus VAT for an IBM-compat- 
ible personal computer and 
around £150 a year to link up 
to information services provid- 
ing access to the Internet. Less 
than a quarter of UK house- 
holds have a computer. 

The telecommunications 
watchdog Oftel has already 
proposed extending universal 
service in telecommunications 
to cover multi-media facilities 
in schools for five to sixteen- 
year-olds. The NCC wants these 
proposals extended to all con- 
sumers in public access points, 
with special facilities for the 
housebound. 

A version of this idea exists 
in the Cambridge area. The 
Cambridge On-Line project, 


sponsored by the local cable 
company and the Internet ser- 
vice provider Pipex, has 
six terminals across the city. 
Addenbrookes hospital also 
allows access to coundl services, 
local voluntary groups and the 
Internet as a whole. 

Ruth Evans. NCC director, 
said: “We are living through a 
technological revolution with 
telecoms, broadcasting and 
computing converging fast The 
information society could bring 
untold benefits - access to in- 
formation, advice and educa- 
tional services locally, nationally 
and internationally. 

“However, regulation has not 
kept pace with the changes. We 
need a more effective regulatory 
structure to ensure open access, 
full choice, fair prices and ad- 
equate consumer protection.” 

Barclays and Lloyds banks 
will shortly introduce 50 kiosks 
where people wQ] pay to surf the 
Internet and receive e-mail. 

Eva Fascoe, training director 
and co-founder of the Cyberia 
cafes, said: “It’s good idea in 
principle. A kiosk would be OK 
jf all you wanted was stupid, 
mindless touch-screen shop- 
ping, but there is no easy way 
to get round the Internet at the 
moment without training.” 


DAILY POEM 


Halstat 


By RichanJ Ray 

I remember Halstat. ft clings 

by its finger-tips . 

to the towering peaks of the Dachstem, 
its feet last in. the black, 

silent waters of the lake. 

Stilted houses paddled 
in the shallows, their legs 
petrified and blackened with age. 

A shaft of G^a falls 

on the decorated homes 
vf the Townspeople. 

A fountain splashed 
by the bcneJiause where 
painted skulls and thigh-bones lay 
in thegbtpnpflhe cavefike aypt- 

Richard Ray. is 13 and comes from Newcastle-under-Iyme. 
i He won a special award for this poem^ written two jcars ago 
for the 1995 W H Smith'Young Whters Competition m the 
9- to-l* agegroup. The collected winning entnes appear m 
Electric KfT Stops, published by Macraflan Onidrens 
Books: at £4.99. Details for entry mto the 1997 Young 
Writers'-jdompetition will appear tomorrow. 
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Albery puts the 
boo into Nabucco 


retailers to accept some of 
nearly 90 adult magazines on 
the company’s lists. 

“We’re looking for total free- 
dom of choice so that if the re- 
tailer doesn’t want these 
magazines he doesn’t have to 
have them. It’s been proved that 
these magazines are harmful 
and degrading to women and 
not good for children.” 

Mr Shahein, whose business 
has folded since he began his 
protest six years ago, but plans 
to continue the campaign, said 
newsagents were left with no 
choice because onfyone whole- 
saler covered any particular 
area of the country. He claim ed 
ft was not possible to deal with 
anyone other than WH Smith 
in north London. 

Brigitte Faubert, legislative 
officer of the National Feder- 
ation of Retail Newsagents, 
said that although individual 
newsagents were supposed to 
have the right to refuse mater- 
ial, in practice they had limit- 
ed negotiating rights. 

The wholesaler “boxed out” 
to the retailers a selection that 
they bad to accept or risk los- 
ing the supply. This left 
newsagents paying for maga- 
zines which in some cases they 
knew they could not sell, would 
return a month later and have 
to wait at least a further month 
before getting their money 
back. 

“The top-shelf magazines 
are an additional problem. They 
have to pay for this material 
which is against their behefe and 
ft makes them a front line tar- 
get foT anybody coming in and 
asking they are displaying this 
filth,” she said. 

The federation has asked 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission to investigate the 
grip on the wholesale market fay 
WH Smith, John Menzies and 
Sum'dge Dawson. 

Censoring top shelC, page 19 
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Hostage to fortune: A scene from the Royal Opera House's production of ‘Nabucco’ 


Photograph: Clive Barda 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 
and DANIEL ROSEMAN 

The embattled Royal Opera 

House yesterday pledged to 
continue with its production of 
Nabucco despite the chores of 
catcalls and boos which greet- 
ed its first night on lUesday. 

The audience was incensed 
by the way the director, Tim 
Albery, had interpreted the 
early Verdi masterpiece telling 
the Biblical story of King Neb- 
uchadnezzer - Nabucco. 

The boos were an identical 
reaction to his first staging of 
the production, which Albery 
directed at the Welsh National 
Opera last September. 

The opera is set in the sixth 
centuiy BC, when the Baby- 
lonian ruler Nabucco sacked 
Jerusalem, carried the Jews 
into exile, but then, after being 
struck mad by God, allowed 
them to return home. 

In a deliberate flouting of 
conventions, Albery dressed 
the Israelite women as Victori- 
an prostitutes in ballgowns and 
the men as early 20th century 


Harrison Birtwistle's Gswa/n, 
Royal Opera House, London 
1994: led by composers cam- 
paigning against avant-garde. 
DasfihefngQW. ROH, 1994: the 
term suits and ffippers in Rlchant 
Jones’s production. 

Don Gfovannf, Glyndeboume 
Resthd,1994:sugBestivemove- 
ments with a statue of Vfcjjn Mary 
in Deborah Warner's production, 

mi ddl e -European Jews. The 
chorus crawled around the 
stage daub ed with luminous 
paint, while soldiers in combat 
fatigues peevishly brandished 
plastic feuns. 

The | distinguished conduc- 
tor Sir Edward Downes with- 
drew before the first night 
because he was “out of sympa- 
thy” with the production. 

A Royal Opera House 


co-production with WNO, , 
would not be cancelled. “That '«. 
would disappoint a lot of peo- 
ple who have booked and are 
coming to the performances.” 
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Inner-city violence: Birmingham counts cost of trouble as inquiry into Bradford clashes rejects 


Lisa Leeson: A flying start 

Virgin 
signs up 
Lisa 
Leeson 


Lisa Leeson, the wife of the dis- 
graced former Barings trader 
Nick Leeson, has landed a job 
as a stewardess with Richard 
Branson's Virgin Atlantic air- 
line. 

Mrs Leeson, 27, who lives 
with her parents at West Kings- 
down in Kent, is due to begin 
her training as a junior flight 
attendant neat month. 

Announcing its new 
appointment yesterday, Virgin 
Atlantic said that Mrs Lee- 
sun's successful application was 
"based on her own merits, per- 
sonality and skills". 

h said that initially, she will 
Qy on trans-Atlantic routes and, 
“as with all new Virgin At- 
lantic Airways cabin crew, needs 
to complete six months service 
before qualifying for conces- 
sionary Virgin Atlantic flights 
and one year before receiving 
discounts on olher carriers”. 

At the lime of her application 
it was believed Mrs Leeson 
wanted to become a stewardess 
to as to be able to make more 
regular and cheaper trips to Sin- 
gapore to visiL her husband. 

Speaking at the Elizabeth Tea 
Rooms in Maidstone, Kent 
where she has worked as a 
part-time waitress since 1 
reluming to England a year ago, 
Mrs Leeson said she has yet to ; 
inform her husband, who is in 
prison in Singapore, about her 
new job. "He knows that I have 
applied for a job but I only ! 
found out yesterday myself so I 
I've yet to tell him. 

“I will be sorry to leave here 
and Tm sure there'll be tears 
when I leave," she joked. “I 
don’t know anything about a 
leaving do, but I'm sure well be 
having a leaving cuppa." 


Bid to end 
feud over 
parking 


Senior officers were hoping for 
“constructive dialogue" with 
community leaders yesterday 
after police had been stoned by 
youths in a long-running feud 
over parking restrictious- 

Trouble flared in Alum Rock 
Road, in the Saltley area of 
Birmingham, on Tuesday night 
after the arrest earlier in the day 
of three men who allegedly 
intervened as an officer issued 
a fixed-penalty parking tickeL 

More than 200 Asian youths 
surrounded the city's Digbeth 
police station, and later walked 
through the streets throwing 
missiles at police and stoning 
buses and passing vehicles. One 
officer suffered minor injuries. 

A 20-year-old man has been 
charged with assaulting a police 
officer and affray and was due 
to appear before magistrates. 

Officers, led by Superinten- 
dent Roger Conway, met six 
community leaders and coun- 
cillors in the predominantly 
Asian neighbourhood in a 
bid to resolve the problem 
quickly. 

Divisional Commander Col- 
in Macdonald said: “We will be 
talking about the reasons behind 
the events and how they can be 
resolved. We are hoping to 
have a constructive dialogue 
with the community." 



Under siege: Riot police regroup outside a shattered shop front on Birmingham's Alum Rock Road on Tuesday evening 


Photograph: Caters 


Police cleared of blame for riots 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

An investigation into last years 
Bradford riots, which caused 
more than £lm worth of dam- 
age, has cleared the police of 
any wrongdoing despite a series 
of complaints from sections of 
the rit/s Asian community. 

The Police Complaints Au- 
thority announced yesterday 
that allegations of police mis- 
conduct during the three days 
of disturbances were “without 
foundation". 

Despite the findings, at least 
two of the 19 people who made 
an official complaint, mainly in- 
volving allegations of assault 
and unlawful arrest, are to take 


civil action against the West 
Yorkshire police force. 

For three nights last summer 
several hundred Asian youths 
held running street battles with 
police in which petrol bombs, 
bricks and bottles were thrown. 
TTie trouble bad apparently 
started after the arrests of two 
youths for allegedly obstructing 
a footpath while playing foot- 
ball Forty-one people were ar- 
rested after the disturbances. 

The PCA, which oversaw an 
investigation by officers from 
the West Midlands police force, 
said it bad derided that no of- 
ficers would be disciplined. One 
officer involved in the first ar- 
rests is to receive advice and re- 
training after the PCA said he 


had used the wrong powers to 
detain a suspect. 

Nineteen complaints were 
examined, of which eight were 
dropped and two were not in- 
vestigated. One case involved an 
Asian woman who said she and 
her baby had been jostled by po- 
lice and her clothes tom. 

PCA member Caroline 
Mitchell said: “The allegations 
which were made were very se- 
rious and the public concern is 
understandable and wide- 
spread, but unjustifiable public 
disorder resulted. It is our con- 
clusion that these allegations 
were without foundation." 

Ms Mitchell stressed that 
the PCA placed particular em- 
phasis on independent wit- 


nesses and medical and foren- 
sic reports. She added; “There's 
no question of a cover up - we 
are not frightened to take ac- 
tion." 

PCA inquiries have been 
consistently attacked over the 
years for not being objective be- 
cause they rely on police offi- 
cers lo investigate olher officers. 

Aurangzeb Iqbal, solicitor 
for two or die Asian youths who 
made complaints, said that his 
clients were taking civil action. 
Javed Iqbal, 20, and a juvenile 
who cannol be named, ap- 
peared before Bradford mag- 
istrates last September charged 
with threatening bebavidurand 
assault Both were cleared. 

Mr Iqbal said the decision 


that one officer is to be re- 
trained proved the grievances 
were not without foundation. 
"The PCA should have gone 
much further, but at least this 
proves it was not a complete 
whitewash and I do not think 
there will be a backlash from the 
community." he said. 

Mohammed Ajeeb, a local 
councillor and former mayor of 
the Bradford, said the report 
was disappointing. "It’s not a 

3 uestion of anyone shouldering 
le blame: it’s a question of per- 
ception," he said. “There is a be- 
lief that when the police deal 
with ethnic minorities they are 
not fair, and that perception has 
not changed." 

Mr Ajeeb insisted that there 


would not be a backlash against 
the police, despite the commu- 
nity's frustration. 

Norman Betti son, the Assis- 
tant Chief Constable of West 
Yorkshire Police, said the force 
was pleased that officers were 
not being held responsible for 
"the action of troublemakers’. 

He added: "Many police of- 
ficers felt personally saddened 
that their good work suffered 
setbacks as a result of the dis- 
turbances. They view it as an iso- 
lated and shocking incident." 

Among the explanations giv- 
en for theriots are the high lev- 
el of unemployment among 
; male Asians, poor education, 
and the breakdown in influence 
of the family and community. 


19 complaints*. 

Traffic 
police 
stop chief 
at 90mph 

A police chief was stopped by 

his own officers after they 1 . 
clocked him speeding down a 
motorway at TOrnph. . 

Cambridgeshire Chief Con- 
stable Ben Gunn was issued 
with a fixed penalty notice 
after being stopped by t raffic cfc 
ficers on the Ml 1 on Saturday. : 

In a statement yesterday Mr 
Gunn, secretary of the Associ- 
ation of Chief Police Officers’. . 
terrorism committee, said;: “I .' 
naturally very much regret that - 
a lapse of concentration resulted 
in me exceeding the speed lim- 
it. I was correctly reported for 
ihe o fie nee, I have informed the • 
police authority." 

A police spokesman said that 
Mr Gunn was stopped- at ’ 

S JOam while driving his Rover 
620 south on the Cambridge# 
shire stretch of the Mil, which 
has a 70mph limit Mr Gunn was 
off-duty and puUed over when 
signalled to do so. 

Being issued with a fixed 
penalty notice obliged Mr Gcum ‘ 
to pay a fine, in the region of 
£3U to £40. His licence will be 
endorsed with three points; 

The incident is to be dis- 
cussed at the next month's Cam- 
bridge police authority meeting. 
Mr Gunn, 5Z was appointed 
Chief Constable in January 
1994 after a time as deputy. 

Councillor Ed Murphy. 
Labour spokesman on Ihe an- . 
thority, said the incident hadio 
be kept in proportion. “My 
opinion is that it shouldn’t en- 
danger his position. It's an un- 
fortunate incident, but it does 
dearfy demonstrate the police 
officers in Cambridgeshire are 
acting without favour." 



Mr Gunn: Regrets lapse 


15% off all ceramic 
wall and floor tiles 




THE CHEAPEST WAY 
TO KEEP IN TOUCH 


Pagers are the perfect way to keep in 
touch - the simple, quick and inexpensive 
way of getting all your messages! 

Once you've got yours, you'll wonder 
how you ever managed without one! 
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news 


Sound waves clue to the rotation of the sun 


Astronomy Conference: 

The Sun's ‘breathing' has 
been captured by science 


TOM WILKIE 

Science Editor 

The Sun is ringing like a celes- 
tial bell and, by “listening'* to the 
sound reverberating through 
itj scientists from Birmingham 
University believe that its core 
may be rotating more slowly 
than it did a decade ago. 

At the National Astronomy 
Meeting in Liverpool yesterday. 
Dr Yvonne Elsworth" said that 
information about the stellar in- 
terior came from listening to the 
Sun in “breathing mode** - 
where the surface of the whole 
star moves in and out, rather as 
someone's chest expands and 
contracts as they inhale and 
exhale. 

. Researchers had once be- 

i lieved that the core of the Sun 
rotated twice or three times as 
fast as the outer surface layers. 
Dr Elsworth said, but observa- 
tions of the sound-waves res- 
onating within the Sun showed 
that the interior was in step with 
the surface. 

Using BiSON, the Birming- 
ham Solar Oscillation Network, 
the researchers can measure 
how the surface of the Sun 
moves in and out to a precision 
of one part in a hundred billion 

Ironically, none of the mea- 
suring instruments are located 
in Britain. “The weather is not 
good enough in Britain," Dr 
Elsworth said. “Our brightest 
day is appalling.” 

The BiSON network con- 
sists of six instruments around 
the world: in Tenerife; South 
Africa; Western and Eastern 
Australia; Chile and Califo rnia 
“Chile is brilliant,” Dr Elsworth 
said. 

In principle, BiSON is rather 
like the British Empire and 


the Sun should never set on it 
but in practice. Dr Elsworth 
said, the researchers get mea- 
surements for about 80 per 
cent of the time. 

According to Dr Bill Chap- 
lin, one of Dr Eisworth’s col- 
leagues in the Department of 
Physics and Space Science at the 
University, the researchers have 
been re-analysing the good 
quality data recorded since 
1981. 

“We have found that perhaps 
there may be tentatwe evi- 
dence for the core rotation 
rate having decreased since 
1981.” 

Although there is a well- 
known 11 -year solar cycle - 
linked among other thin gs to 
sun-spot activity, there is also a 
less well known 22-year cycle in 
magnetic activity in the Sun and 
any decrease in the core rota- 
tion rate may be (inked with this. 
Dr Chaplin speculated. 

The sun as a whole is spinning 
much more slowly than younger 
stars are known to do, and it is 
thought that the braking mech- 
anism is a form of magnetic drag 
connected with the stream of 
charged sub-atomic particles 
being ejected in the solar wind. 

Dr Chaplin stressed, howev- 
er, that the data were only re- 
vealing hints of a core 
slowdown. “We need more 
data. You need good coverage 
to beyond the year 2000,” he 
said. 

Dr Chaplin believes the re- 
sults from BiSON may also 
help solve the long-standing 
“solar neutrino problem” - ex- 
periments on earth are detect- 
ing only about a third of the 
quantity of a particularly exot- 
ic sub-nuclear particle, die neu- 
trino, that nud ear theory would 



Back to the future: How the Independent broke the 
story of Hubble's view of the birth of the stars 

Hubble vision shapes up 


Astronomers believe they are 
closer to understanding the 
weird shapes of distant galaxies 
revealed earlier this year in a 
picture of the uttermost limi ts 
of the viable universe taken by 
the Hubble space telescope, 
writes Tbm Wilkie. 

The photographs (left) show 
two of the different types pic- 
tured by Hubble -the puzzling 
irregular objects at the left, 
with spiral galaxies (broadly 
similar to our own Milky Way) 
at the right 

Professor Richard Ellis, of 
the Institute of Astronomy at 
Cambridge, told the National 
Astronomy meeting in Liver- 


pool yesterday that a large pro- 
portion of the objects “in the 
Hubble deep field survey - the 
more distant and therefore 
“younger” galaxies - bore little 
resemblance to closer galaxies. 

Astronomers are debating, he 
said, as to whether the furthest 
images might be only fragments 
of galaxies coming together - 
many of the irregular lumps may 
be part of a merging process. 

Most of the distant galaxies 
appear knotty in shape and are 
involved in star formation. The 
Hubble pictures are telling as- 
tronomers that galaxy formation 
is a continuous process, Pro- 
fessor Ellis said. 


predict. BiSON’s results show 
that we understand solar physics 
fairly well. Dr Chaplin said, so 
the “loss” of neutrinos must oc- 
cur en mule to Earth as the 
original particles transmute 
themselves into other, unob- 
served types of neutrino. 


HURRY! SOME OFFERS MUST END 24 th APRIL 


Galactic collisions send 
stars shooting into space 


TOM WILKIE 

In the constellation of Fornax 
- the aptly named “furnace” - 
some 60 million light years 
above the southern skies, mil- 
lions of stars are being tom from 
their rightful homes and 
expelled into the emptiness of 
inteigalactic space as a result of 
the collision of galaxies. 

Dr Tom Theuns, from the 
Department of Astrophysics at 
Oxford University, said that 
the stars were being tugged 
into the emptiness of space as 
a result of the tidal forces 
exerted by the gravitational 
pull of galaxies in collision. 

Once released, the stars were 
free to wander within an area 
3 million tight years across. In 
comparison, our galaxy, the 


Milky Wby, is a mere 60,000 
light years across. ' 

Fornax is a duster of about 
200 galaxies. Many of them are 
elliptical in shape rather than 
having the spiral form charac- 
teristic of the Milky Way. The 
elliptical structure is believed to 
be the result of the tidal forces 
from past collisions altering 
the pristine spiral shape of the 
galaxies. Dr Theuns said. 

Computer simulations of the 
dynamics of colliding galaxies 
bad predicted that in addition 
to altering the galactic mor- 
phology, the collision should 
produce “debris" in the shape 
of lonely extra -galactic stars. 

From the evidence of their 
shape. Dr Theuns believed that 
Fornax would be a good place 
to look for evidence of these 


lonely stars. However, the 
galaxy is so distant that it is im- 
possible to observe individual 
stars even with the most pow- 
erful of telescopes. Instead he 
looked for patterns betraying 
the presence of “planetary neb- 
ulae” in the spectrum of the 
light coming from the duster of 
galaxies. In our Milky Why 
there are about ten thousand 
planetary nuclei scattered 
among a hundred billion stars 
so Dr Theuns knew if he found 
just a few nebulae in any area, 
it would indicate there must be 
millions of other stars there too. 

He used the European 
Southern Observatory’s New 
Technology Telescope in the 
Chilean Andes to search for iso- 
lated planetary nebulae, and 
found “a couple of candidates''. 
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complete a fuD Pre-fit survey 
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use our installation service. 
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laps (OP 1100. Wntod 3Chm x 3m » 1. Worktop 30nn jc im * 1. Cortmuau* PSnJi * z tan part x 2 cattnots and npofcmces 
APWWJCE&QkBKtncCXwi, M3ca«W*!A™3110'2m.Gas Hob, uaraorWMsjtfVlIICEf) tea*. as Bated left and da no 
Uxcaar WWe{APU 211VZ1), "W FnOjeffrBezs IffBBlQ. Twhen pu apart £500 On ay Hy^ra a SrtaSer inckjde tfes, ornamwa, 
ttetan. Growl kvStora Pro EMMS ffTBSWOI or EVP ifl xq a cng akBdBtegaaa teayfeeM s gr, Wc Chaus etc. Ml items 

a ^ rh e g ifc diBWgB M lion p HBuai. l an^perasianerita^mOilgnaftagilBBOlitCCTyc^yoaact subject to avcitab&y. 
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politics 


Labour to 


bring ‘City 
HalF chief 


to London 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Labour leadens yesterday said 
they were keeping alive the 
idea of an American-style elect- 
ed mayor for London as part of 
plans to create a directly 
elected strategic authority for 
the capital. 

Tony Blair recently put for- 
ward the idea of an elected may- 
or for London. But there were 
anxieties that if the mayor's role 
was too powerful - like that por- 
trayed by A1 Pacino in the film 
City Hall - it would nullify the 
purpose of the new elected 
authority for London. 

Doubts about Labour's com- 
mitment to an elected mayor 
were raised by the equivocal 
tone of a policy document for 
London published yesterday, 
which highlighted some of the 
disadvantages. "Such an ap- 
proach would be quite new in 
Britain, changing the role of the 
elected assembly and its indi- 
vidual members and leaving 
one person in a much more 
powerful position than has been 
customary.*’ it said. 

Rather than proposing the 
elected mayor, the paper - A 
voice for London - invited com- 
ments before coming to a firm 
conclusion. But Frank Dob- 
son, the shadow Environment 
Secretary, denied Labour had 
backtracked on the idea. He 
said the proposal for an elect- 
ed mayor "was put forward by 
the leader of the Labour Party 
with my full knowledge and 
agreement”. 

Party sources indicated that 
Labour remains keen on the 
idea of an elected mayor. The 
idea was first raised by Michael 


•PACINO... AT HIS S?5Ll5lt:E>!K<i SbST. * 


AL PACINO JOHN CUSACK BRIDGET FONDA ^ 

CITY HALL., - ¥ 





City Hall: Labour wants to avoid life imitating art 


Councils to be 
cash competitive 


COLIN BROWN 


A £25 Om pilot scheme for local 
authorities to compete for cash 
for capital projects, including 
schools and roads, is to be giv- 
en the go-ahead by the Envi- 
ronment Secretary John 
Gummer. 

Local authorities made it 
dear in consultation which end- 
ed in the past few days that they 
were opposed in principle to the 
extension of the concept of 
"capital challenge” contests, 
the brain-child of Michael Hes- 
eltine, the Deputy Prime Min- 
ister, when he was Environment 
Secretary. 

Gillian Shephard, the Edu- 
cation Secretary, fought stren- 
uously against the competition 
for funds being applied to 
schools. A leaked document dis- 
closed that she was fighting 
Mr Heseltine’s initiative, but on 
30 January, the DoE an- 
nounced it was going ahead with 
the consultation on the plan. 

While that represented a 
partial defeat for the Education 
Secretary, she has still not con- 
ceded that schools will be open 


to bids for challenge money. It 
is likely that she will resist any 
attempt to involve schools. 

Load authorities also warned 
the Government that in addition 
to their general misgivings, the 
proposed pilot for a 12-month 
period was too short. Mr Gum- 
mer is expected to heed their 
warnings when he makes the an- 
nouncement next month, by 
extending the scheme beyond a 
year. He may also amend it to 
increase the money available. 

Under the plan, about £250m 
will be taken from the £3.5bn 
normally given to local author- 


ities in spending approvals for 
capita] projects each year, and 
offered to the best bids. 

Mr Heseltine’s aim is to per- 
suade authorities to sharpen up 
their thinking in order to win the 
money. He believes it leads to a 
spin-off in projects among the 
losers, but local councils com- 
plain that it is a waste of time and 
effort for those who fail to win. 

Labour is committed to abol- 
ishing the competitions for 
funds, making the pilot scheme 
in April 1997 an academic ex- 
ercise, if it wins the election. 


Patten plays down talk 
of a Westminster return 


Chris Ratten, the Governor of 
Hong Kong, last night cooled 
speculation he may be plan- 
ning a comeback to Wfestmmster 
politics next year, after the hand- 
over of the colony to China. 

Mr Patten, who spent more 
than an hour with the Prime 
Minister in talks at Downing 
Street, was asked if the subject 
arose between the two. 

He replied: “No. That was a 
negative no, rather than a pos- 
itive no. The subject of my fu- 
ture didn't arise this afternoon, 
and I don’t make a point of 
coming back to London and 
talking to the Prime Minister or 
others about ray future.” 

During John Major's visit to 
the Far East last month, Mr Pat- 
ten - the former Conservative 
Party chairman credited with 
masterminding the parly’s last 


general election victory- fuelled 
reports he may be looking for 
a key Cabinet role if the Tbries 
win a fifth consecutive term. 

He was widely reported to be 
missing the hothouse of West- 
minster politics and spoke of 
fond memories of briefings with 
lobby journalists in the same 
vein as “looking at Lord’s crick- 
et ground on a spring morning”. 

Mr Patten was asked yester- 
day if he had given the Prime 
Minister any advice about Con- 
servative prospects at the next 
election. 

He said: “I am governor of 

Hong Kong, I was in the past 
chairman of the Conservative 
Parly and was full of good 
advice I hope. The best advice 
I can give the Prime Minister at 
present is that the cricket 
season is about to start.” 


the environment, fire and civfl 
emergencies, and economic de- 
velopment. It may be given 
oversight of the London am- 
bulance service, described by 
Nick Raynsford, the Labour 
spokesman on London, as "a 
disgrace”. 

It would also bave authority 
over the Metropolitan Police, 
taking away that function from 
the Home Secretary. 
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Heseltine as Secretary of State 
for the Environment but he was 
forced to drop it when lory MPs 
complained that Labour may- 
ors would usurp their powers in 
Tory constituencies. 

Labour strategists believe 
Baroness Thatcher’s destruction 
of the former GLC has left a 
need for a strategic authority for 
London, which the public 
recognise. That would make the 
idea of a directly elected 
Greater London Authority pop- 
ular, in spite of any misgivings 
about the former GLC 

Mr Dobson made it dear that 
Labour would not try to recre- 
ate the former GLC, with its 
massive headquarters on the 
south bank of the Thames. 

The new authority would be 
smaller, possibly only having 74 
elected members - one from 
each parliamentary constituen- 
cy - a limited staff of officials, 
and would not take responsibility 
for day-to-day functions, such as 
housing and parks and gardens, 
that it did when Ken Livingstone 
was leader. It would have no 
powers to levy direct taxes, but 
would take finance from the bor- 
oughs and central Government 

The Greater London Au- 
thority would take over strate- 
gic powers from the London 




Tories feel chi. 

in Tamworth 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Labour campaigners were fore- 
casting a swing to Labour m 
double figures today to win die 
bv-election in Staffordshire 
South-East and cut John Ma- 
jor’s Commons’ majority to a 
perilous single vote. 

Labour needs a swing of 6o 
per cent to win the Tory seat in 
today’s poll, which is taking 


Eve of poll: Gordon Brown, shadow Chancellor, at Labour’s Tamworth headquarters yesterday Photograph: Newsteam 


since Mr Major was elected to 

office, against all the odds, on a 

late surge of Tory support 
The Tory candidate, Jimmy 
James, was yesterday putting in 
a last effort to win bade the wa- 
vering Tory voters by pumping 
the flesh in Tamworth market, 
where a week ago Kenneth 
Clari ce, the Chancellor, forecast 
that he would be the first ben- 
eficiary of the “feelgood factor" 
Mr James was pinning his 
hopes on the late surge that car- 
ried Mr Major in. He was a par- 
ty worker at two previous Tory 
by-election defeats — at Little- 
borough and Saddleworth and 
Dudley West — but said the 
mood was better this time. 

“The atmosphere is totally 
different. There was a lot of bit- 
terness at Dudley ... At the 
beginning of the campaign in 


Staffordshire South-East, peo- 
ple were saying we are not very 
happy with the Governments 
policy, and we are not sure how 
we are going to vote. More 
recently, thev have been saying, 
"We think things are getting 
better: we're not entirety 
happy — but we will give you 
the benefit of the doubt . 

However, there was contu- 
sion in the Tory camp over pos- 
sible excuses for the expected 
defeat. Mr James was hedging 
his hetsby insisting that the seat 
where the Tories are defending 
a majority of 7.192 after the 
death of former whip Sir David 
\ jghtbown, is. in his view, a Tory 
marginal, it is not Tory heart- 
land, he said. 

But Mr Clarke last week left 
no room for excuses tonight by 
saying that be only had to look 
at Tamworth to see it was the . 
sort of seat which ought to 
vote Conservative. 

Labour is keen to play np the . 
importance of the result, saying 
if the party can win by a dou- 
ble-figure swing tonight, it swell 
on the way to victory in the 
general election. 

□ Staffordshire South-East 1992 
ggaeral election: Con 29480; Lab 
21,988: Lib Dem 5.540; SDP 895. Cbn 
majority 7492. Electorate 70499. 
Turnout 82-1 per cent 




“Find them for less locally 

& we’ll refund 


DOUBLE THE 


DIFFERENCE.” 


MICHAEL CASEY: B&Q LONGSTONE 


Dulux Vinyl 
Mott, Silk 
or Soft 
Sheen 
Emulsion 
Brilliant White. 
2.5 litres. 

Was £7.99 


Dulux 


Dulux Natural 
Hints Vinyl Matt, 
Silk or 
Soft Sheen 
Emulsion 
12 Colours. 

2.5 litres. 

Was £11.99 




£ 9 * 



Smooth Paving Slab 

p 400mm x 400mm. 
v Natural, buff or red. 
_ WAS 89p 

^ 7V 

r NOW m +0 each 




Europa Block Paving 
200mm x 100mm 
x 60mm. Natural, red 
m or bundle. WAS 20p 


Shamrock Peat Free 
Growing Bag 
WAS £1/49 NOW 




FULd 

SIZE) 






BW Mufti Purpose 
Compost 


£4 



Colonial Knotty Pine 
Interior Door 

78ins x 301ns. 


7.5 litres. 
Was £15.99 


£ 12 ” 


*• w W ; 


£ 24 " 


li. 







Thompsons Patio Cleaner - 

Kills and protects against 
ungal growth with 
immediate and effective 
results. Contains 
Benzalkonium Chloride. 
Was £4.99 qq 

2.5 litres. 

nowM 

Was £8.99 am qq 
5 litres. f #.99 

NOW Kb #. 




For potting plants, 
cuttings, baskets 


cuttings, baskets 
and seedlings. 

WAS £6.99 rM99 

NOWmmEL 


80 litres. 


£ 2 " 


Crown Wallpaper 

Small florals or floral stripe 




J* Q-v QRir_ 


B&Q 

Non Drip 

Gloss, 

Undercoat 

or liquid Gloss. 

Pure Brilliant 

White. 

2.5 litres. 


design In 5 cotourways. 
Was £4.99 ^4* AO 


Karcher K310 J 

Pressure Washer 

100 bar. Includes 
6m high pressure 

hose wfth trigger 4% 

gun and long lance with m XU 
variable jet pattern. i k rV W 

Blue Hawk Plaster Coving 

irtM MM ML . Pack of 6. 

100mm x 2m lengths. 

MjaBjii £10-" 

Ki ■W perpat * 

'^ v> >*f"VjC/ A lsol27mm x 2m length i 

^^£12^ 




£ 9.99 

per roll 


Border 

5 metres. Was £3.99 

n now 


) 

mbhfw 1 

P&iTE 


Was £5.99 

£ 4 " 

. mmw EACH 



B&Q One Coat 
Gloss 

Self undercoatfng. 
Pure Brilliant 
White. 2.5 litres. 
Was £7.99 

£ 4 " 

NowfcHT 



£0.49 

wmMm perron 




Gainsborough Stylo 300 
Electric Shower 

7.2kW with push 
button high or low 
power settings. 

Was £74.50 


£64* 


B&Q Granular Lawn 
UkSk#- J feed Weed & MosskiHer 
t&M jHT'Jf Contains MCPA, 

a Mec/oprop-P and 
B Ferrous Sulphate, 
y fill / Treats 70sq.m. 

mm/ bjla 9 




M irifc 

/ Fer 
/ Tre 






EARN TESCO CLUBCARD 
POINTS AT B&Q NOW! 


Gainsborough Energy 2000 
Electric Shower 

9.5kW with 5 mode 
multi-spray 
showerhead and 
rotary control for 
flow and 
temperature. 

Was £129.99 

r QQ.99^ 

NOW Kr w * 



£ 12 ; 


Grasshopper Triple 
Action lawneare 

Contains Dicamba and 
Ferrous Sulphate. 

Treats up to 300sq.m. 




Blue Hawk 
Readymixed Cove 
Adhesive 

Sufficient for^i ( 
6 x 2m f If 
lengths. wm%3 


P to juusq.n 

£19 



? B&Q Garden Tlmbercare 
Tudor Oak, New Red 
Cedar, Golden Chestnut 
& Dark Brown. 9 litres. 

Was £9.49 A£99 

NOWkV 


KVERGFXLV 
EXTRA ! 


Uvington 
Evergreen Extra* 

Lawn Feed 

With weedkiller and 
filler. Contains 
mcpa, Mecoprop and 
Fenous Sulphate. 

100sq.m. 99 

READ THE LABS. BEFORE VOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY 


for** 

‘to fa! 








£54 s 


(!7 J5 


1 .i 

j _ ■ -* f- 


£14 


. r : * 

- 


- _ -ff.,**-- 


£I29»? 








* y Ptekupaj 

r leaflet in store. 

10^ Does not apply in B&Q 
Warehouses or B&Q Depots. 


OPENING HOURS 

Monday-Saturday: Most stores SarrvBpm. 
Sunday: England & Wales 10anr>4pm 
(where permitted). 

Scotland & Northern Ireland 9am-6pm. 
Certain store hours may vary, please 'phone 
your nearest store to confirm. 


Key Season Price products are’ctaaily marked I 
B&Q receipt Thb excludes price comparisons made wft 


fl BIGGE R (HOKE 

ABETTER PRICE 


Often may vary at B&Q Warehouses wid B&Q Depots. Sbw rtwwn ae opprtndmate. Often subject to produd ^ 
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Forces inquiry turns 
to force in Canada 


■ 1 


HUGH W1NSOR 

..Ottawa 

. What started as an inquiry into 

how a handful of low-ranking 
. C ana di an , soldiers on peace* 

keeping duties in Somalia beat 
and tortured a teenage prisoner 
to death three years ago has 
turned into a farce in which all 
.100,000 military and civilian 
. personnel in the Canadian 
. Armed Forces were ordered to 
devote 24 hours this week to a 
™ ffle search for missing docu- 
ments and computer tapes. 

All military planes were 
grounded, all weapons were 
downed, and all non-essential 
. operations were suspended on 
orders from the Chief of De- 
fence Staff, Genera] Jean Boyle, 
*“ter the head of a ci vilian in- 
quiry reported that several 
crucial communications logs 
covering the activities of the 
Cffla^ban Airborne Regiment in 

Somalia were missing. It also ap- 
peared that top-secret com- 
. Pdter tapes at National Defence 
headquarters covering the same 
penod had been erased. 

The missing records and 
tapes pointed to an attempt at 
a high-level cover-up of the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the 
killing of the teenager and an- 


other shooting incident during 
the Somalia mission in March 

. These events have turned 
[nto a major embarrassment for 
Canada, which claims to have 
originated the idea of United 
Nations peace-keeping follow- 
ing the Anglo-French invasion 
of the Suez Canal zone in 1956, 
and which has participated in 
most UN peace-keeping oper- 
ations since. 

But the senior officers in the 
Canadian Armed Forces were 
looking even more like the 
gang who couldn't shoot 
straight yesterday when the day 
spent pawing through filing 
cabmets produced no missing 
files and Canadian media had 


vauauiaii meoia nan 
i field day with stories and pic- 
ures of military personnel in- 
volved in a treasure hunt. 

Even militaiy chaplains and 
a civilian barber working at 
defence headquarters were 
asked to go through their flies 
but aD exception was made for 
the approximately 1,000 soldiers 
on duty around Coralici in 
Bosnia. 

Several computer technicians 
have added to the embarrass- 
ment by casting doubt on the 
theory about erasures, claiming 
the apparent gaps might have 


been caused by faulty pro- 
gramming. “If silly Keystone 
Cops type of things like this are 
going to cany on, it's time we 
got an investigation that brings 
out the truth,” said one critic 
yesterday. 

. General Boyle’s house-dean- 
mg order has been widely seen 
as an effort at damage control, 
to divert attention from accu- 
sations that he and other senior 
officers knew about the cover- 
up and had approved of it. 

A corporal and two privates 
have already been convicted in 
militaiy court of offences con- 
nected with the torture and 
beating to death of the teenag- 
er. But the judicial inquiry is 
looking into the broader ques- 
tion of the training and prepa- 
ration of the Airborne regiment 
for the Somalia assignment, 
given that it was known to have 
discipline problems and alyp 
into what happened at defence 
headquarters when senior offi- 
cers first learned of the torture 
death and another shooting. 

A colonel who is now facing 
court-martial for destroying or 
altering some of the relevant 
documents has said his seniors, 
including General Boyle, knew 
of the attempted cover-up and 
approved. 


LOOK OUT FOR MANY KEY SEASON 
PRICES AROUND THE STORE 






Hilka 

Bench 
Grinder 
240 voff, 
3000rpm, 
single phase 
motor with two 
15cm grinding wheels. 

£24” 


Bench Drill OHIO 

lAthp motor, 

5 speed, 

13mm chuck, 
designed for the 
. . Jlpme/worfcshop 

£39” 


Bosch 
PDA100 
Delta Sander 

100 watts, single speed. 
Was £47.64 


NOW i 


Bosch 
PSS23 
Orbital 
Sander! 

150 watts, 
13,000 rpm, 
with lock-on 
button. Was £37.63 


NOW 


£29 


.99 


Black ft Decker 
KC8452C Cordless 
Drill/Driver 

8.4 volts, 10mm chuck, 
variable speed, 
'reversing and 3 hour 
charge. 

Was £74.50 
NOW 

£54* 


Black ft Decker 
KX1600 
Heat Gun 

Single heat. 1400W. 

£17*° 


Bosch PSB400-2 
Corded Drill 

400 W. 10mm chuck, 

2 speed with hammer 
action. Was £41.26 


NOW 


£36 




PowerBreaker 
ROD Adaptor J02 

Was £18.99. 

NOW 


Bosch PST 
54E JIGSAW 

350W.Variable 
speed, 
electronic 
speed control. 

£37” 


Mounffieid Omega Laser 42 
Petrol Rotary Mower 

16ins cutting width with 
3’/ahp Briggs & Stratton 
Petrol Engine, 
recoil start and 
50 litre grass 
collection bag. 


/i 


/A 


A 


99 : 


Flymo Turbo Compact 
Electric Hover Mower 

12ins cutting width. 
1250W, 4 cutting 
heights and 15m 
"cable. Was £135. 

NOW_ - QA 

1.99 


300j 


£169: 


Qualcast Quadtrak 
Electric Rotary Mower 

12ins cutting width, 
625W, 3 cuffing heights, 
grassbox and 12m 
cable. Was £82. - 

NOW 


£79 


.99 


BRITAIN’S BIGGEST D.I.Y CHAIN - 
FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE PHONE 0181 466 4166 



YOU CAN DO IT WHEN YOU B&Q IT! 







Cold front: A huge drifting iceberg looms over fort Am herst, in the narrows of St John’s Harbour, Newfoundlant^Photogrc^^ 

Britons dodge bullets to 
reach airlift from Liberia 


CLAUDIA MCELROY 
Reuters 

Freetown — Civilians fleeing 
the -fighting in Liberia’s em- 
battled capital, Monrovia, yes- 
terday described how they had 
aged death during a four-day 
| ’ ordeal,' ’ before helicopters 
airlifted them to safety. 

“The whole town was on the 
move. Thousands of refugees 
were on the streets and we 
could hear mortais and heavy 
arriUeiy” said a Briton, David 
Wood- Roberts, who works for 
a British telecommunications 
company. “We grabbed all we 
could. There was danger from 
stray bullets w hizzin g every- 
where.” 

Some civilians got out on a 
UN helicopter on Monday 
while others left on a US airlift. 

“There was shooting every- 
where. Women were crying. 


We were bracing ourselves to be 
shot,” said another Briton, 
Wendy White. 

The fighting, triggered by 
efforts to arrest a warlord on 
charges of murder on Saturday, 
brought fears of a return to the 
full-scale civil war, which in six 
years has killed more than 
150,000 people. Until last week- 
end. the capital, patrolled by 
West African peace-keepers, 
was something of a safe haven. 

Ms White, Mr Wood-Roberts 
and other evacuees said there 
was widespread looting and 
that terrified civilians had fled 
for their lives or had hid in their 
homes. “Ail the electrical shops 
and supermarkets in the city 
centre were looted and aD pick- 
up trucks were taken to trans- 
port the stolen goods,” Mr 
Wood-Roberts said. 

“We were veiy fortunate to 
get out with our lives," said an 


American businessman, Rob 
Lewis, who came out on the US 
helicopter airlift. “The first 
rebel faction came through. 
They continued to loot and 
then people started getting 
killed." he added. “It was 
absolutely insane." 

He ana his wife were among 
104 Americans and other 
foreign nationals ferried out of 
the city after the US airlift 
began on Tuesday. 

Mr White and Mr Wood- 
Roberts said they heard re- 
ports of foreigners laying on 
floors in their homes to escape 
stray bullets. In one compound, 
wives hid in wardrobes from 
gunmen who withdrew after 
their husbands paid them to go 
away. 

Mr White and Mr Wood- 
Roberts were among foreigners 
in a hotel in the Sirikor district 
where the fighting began on 


Saturday, after the council of 
state ordered Roosevelt John- 
son's arrest on charges of 
murder, after a militia clash. 

Pblice and militiamen loyal to 
Charles Taylor, the man who 
• launched the civil war-in 1989, 
and a rival faction leader, Al- 
haji Kromah, a fellow council 
member, laid siege to Johnson's 
home, triggering the clashes. 

Ghanaians from the West 
African peace-keeping force 
rushed Mr White and Mr 
Wood-Roberts to a UN base in 
a 12-mile dash by car. 

A fragile truce held in Mon- 
rovia yesterday and hundreds of 
fugitive civilians defied the 
sporadic shooting and prowling 
militia fighters to try to reach 
home. 

Civilians in the city centre 
barracks, where Johnson was 
holed up with fighters from his 
Krahn tribe, said they were 


free to leave but afraid to ven- 
ture ouL They said about 30 
West African peace-keepers 
held hostage had been freed but 
36 Lebanese civilians had not. 

Under Tuesday night's cease- 
fire agreement, Jofrnkm agreed 
to release several hundred rivil- 
ians and peace-keepers being 
held hostage by his forces. 

“People want to leave but 
they are still concerned about 
their personal safety outside the 
barracks,” Mark Johnson, one 
of several thousand civilians 
inside, said by telephone. 

Witnesses said hundreds of 
the 15,000 people sheltering m 
a US embassy annexe had left, 
saying that if they had to die 
they preferred to die at home. 

Intensive negotiations took 
place among the peace-keepers, 
faction leaders and the council 
of state to build on the cease- 
fire agreement. 


IN BRIEF 


Jordanian dissident on hunger strike 

Beirut — Laitb Shubeflat, the Jordanian trade unionist and op- 
ponent of the Middle East peace accords, has gone on hunger 
strike, writes Robert Fisk. He is in prison serving a three-year 
sentence for slandering Kang Husain and Queen Noor. Shubeflat’s 
sentence was imposed after he condemned Queen Noor for weep- 
ing at Yitzhak Rabin’s funeral while offering no condolences to 
the family of a Palestinian radical assassinated by the Israelis. His 
appeal wiD be heard within two weeks. He says he has been placed 
in solitary confinement and that three plain-clothes security men 
remain in his cell day and night, preventing him from talking to 
other prisoners. 

Bahrain arrests three for arson 

M anama — Bahrain has arrested three people suspected of set- 



trapped cigarette packets. Reuter 

China marks new frontiers 

Peking — China set a boundary between Its for western regions 
of Xinjiang and Tibet as a step toward settling all border disputes 
among its 29 provinces and large cities. The Xinhua News Agency 
said there have been more than 1,000 boundary disputes since 
the Communists came to power in 1949. AP 

Romania targets cigarette smuggler 

Bucharest— Romanian police accused a Syrian of evading more 
than $13m (£8m) in taxes and duties. Zaber Iskandarani, who 
studied in Romania in the Communist era, “imported neither more 
nor less than 287,000 cases of cigarettes and 600 tons of coffee 
in something more than one year,” said a spokesman. Reuter 

Lithuanian election called 

Vilnius — Lithuania’s President, Algirdas B razauskas, has called 
parliamentary elections in the Baltic state for 20 October, his 
office said yesterday. Renter 

Finns take the metal road 

Helsinki — Cellists from Finland’s Sibelius Academy said yes- 
terday iheyplan to make a record of hits by a heavy metal band, 
Metaflica. The musicians believe hits like Enter Sandman have 
enough depyfa for an all-cello sound, a spokesman said. Reuter 

Polish PM launches Auschwitz inquiry 

Warsaw — Poland's Prime Minister, Wlodzimierz Cimoszewicz, 
said he had ordered an inquiry Into a local governor’s decision 
to let a right-wing group stage a inarch at Auschwitz. The gov- 
ernor was summoned to Warsaw yesterday to explain. Reuter 

HK plugs a worrying leak 

Hong Kong — Customs officers seized more than 6,600 condoms 
after tests showed they might leak- Laboratory tests showed one 
in 12 of the Malaysian-made Romantic Rocket and Magic Veil 
Super Sensitive brands leaked, a customs official said. Reuter 
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Protests sour 


China’s $1.7bn 


Airbus deal 


MARYDEJEVSKY 

Paris 


An Airbus contract worth up to 
$1.7bn (fl.lbn), a vociferous 
protest by several thousand 
people and acerbic cartoons and 
newspaper editorials marked 
the start yesterday of a contro- 
versial vist to France by the Chi- 
nese prime minister, Li Feng. 

Mr LTs four day stay is aQ that 
remains of what had been 
planned as a three-nation Eu- 
ropean tour. The visit, which 
was curtailed but not cancelled, 
is the first by a Chinese head of 
government for 12 years and 
only the second by a Chinese 
leader since the Tiananmen 
Square killings seven years ago. 

Mr Li's reputation as the 
man largely responsible for or- 
dering* the army attack on 
Tiananmen makes him a diffi- 
cult visitor in the West and there 
has been a crescendo of protest 
in France, culminating in yes- 
terday's protest and march. 

Security considerations have 
dictated that for his three days 
in Paris, Mr Li is being confined 
to a small, easily policed area 
close to the Elys£e. Forests of 
metal barriers are much in ev- 


idence. So are large reserves of 
riot police, as activists from 
Amnesty International found 
yesterday when they tried to un- 
furl a giant protest banner 
across the Champ Elysees. 

For France’s human rights 
groups, Mr LTs visit is a shame- 
ful example of how France's 
right-wing government, and 
President Chirac in particular, 
is prepared to sacrifice princi- 
ple to the hope of financial ad- 
vantage. They are joined by 
opposition MPS, who claim that 
the late president Frangois Mit- 
terrand was tougher on China's 
h uman rights record than Mr 
Chirac appears to be, and by 
several trade unions, who object 
to violation of trade union 
rights in China (but also to the 
potential competition from 
cheap Chinese labour). 

This united front has forced 
the government on to the de- 
fensive. Yesterday evening, as 
the only authorised demon- 
stration was gathering half a 
mile away, the French prime 


minister, Alain Juppd, went to 
tioreii 


meet Mr Li at the foreign min- 
istry rather than receiving him 
at his official residence. The 
signing of the Airbus deal so 


early in the visit also suggested 
a move to demonstrate a prac- 
tical benefit from Mr LTs pres- 
ence. Mr Li is to visit the Airbus 
factory at Toulouse on Saturday. 

Government ministers have 
justified tire visit as a chance for 
France to start catching up on 
its European partners, the US 
and Japan, in the race to win a 
stake m the Chinese market. 
Handicapped partly by existing 
defence contracts with Taiwan, 
France is only the 11th largest 
exporter to China worldwide, 
with 1.7 per cent of the market. 

Under the agreement signed 
yesterday, China wifi buy 10 
A320 Airbuses, with the possi- 
bility of another 30, and three 
A340s. If the whole deal comes 
to fruition, it is the biggest con- 
tract China has awarded to a 
European aircraft builder. 

Questions were being asked 
about the value of other agree- 
ments. A contract doe to be 
signed for the es tablishm ent of 
a Citroen plant in Wuhan is to 
be financed largely with French 
credits. In addition, a number 
of hoped-for deals on gas dis- 
tribution, electric cables and 
wheat eroarts were reported not 
to have been finalised. 
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Paris match: Protesters from the human rights group Amnesty International 
matching on the Champs- Elysees In protest at the visit of Chinese premfet; Li Peng 


Andreotti 

trial put on 




ANDREW GUMBEL 

Rome 


After more than six months of 
painfully slow progress in the 
Mafia trial of Giulio Andreot- 
ti, Italy’s most prominent post- 
war politician, a Palermo court 
y esterday decided to scrap the 
proceedings altogether and 
start afresh oh 15 May because 
of the prolonged illness of one 
of the presiding judges. 

The decision was an embar- 
rassing setback to what was 
supposed to be Italy’s “trial of 
the century”. It reinforced a 
growing impression that the 
c h a r g es against Mr Andreotti 
are so explosive that no court 
will ever have the courage to 
reach a verdict. 

The trial was rescheduled 
ostensibly as the result of bad 
hick. Vineenzma Massa, picked 
to sit cm the president’s bench 
as one of two deputy judges, is 
suffering from an eye infection 
and has been involved in a 
serious car crash. Her absence 
has halted proceedings since 
eariy January. 

Kit the procrastination pre- 
dated Judge Massa's illness. 
From the start, hearings took - 
place only every fortnight, and 
focused mostly on points of pro- 
cedure. Nfr Andreotti, who is ac- 
cused of being Gosa Nostra's 
political godfather in Rome, 
says he wants to dear his name 
as qoickfy as possible. But even 
the most optimistic forecasts 
suggest he will have to wait 
anal the end of the decade for 
a final verdict, by^ which time he 
will be over 80. 

The man who remained in 
government uninterrupted for 
46 years and served as prime 
minister seven times also faces 
a second trial, due- to start 
today, for the murder of an 
investigative journalist. Mine 
Pecorelli, in 1979. But this 
trial also is expected to be post- 
poned as soon as it opens 
because one of Mr Andreotti’s 
co-defendants, a former senior 
mafioso turned informant, 
Gaetano Badal amend, says 
he is needed for the next few 
weeks as a witness at other 
trials in the United States. 

The growing impression 
among Mafia experts is that 
both prosecutors and witness- 
es are waiting until after Italy's 
general election on 21 April to 
see whether the political cli- 
mate, always a enuaal factor in 


a country where organised 

crime and the state have formed 

unholy alliances in the past, will 
permit them to act as freely as 
they would wish- _ 

A victory for the centre-right, 
whose leader, Silvio Berlus- 
coni, has declared war on large 
swathes of the Italian roagis - 
trature in retaliation for coT- 

weaken the judiciary. 

This, in turn, may unnerve 
Mafia informants who need to 
be sure their testimony will 
stick. Otherwise they risk losing 
their lives and those, of their 
families in revenge killings. . - 
A victory for the centre-left, 
on the other hand, could 
strengthen the hand of the 
prosecutors .and breathe new 
life into both trials against Mr 
Andreotti. But only if it is 


accompanied by a vigorous 
anti-Mafia 


policy in Sicily and 

the rest of southern Italy. 

Tension over the issue has 
been illustrated this week by a 
political row over another 
Mafia trial, in which a former 
police chief of Palermo, later 



Andreotti: May be over 80 
by time verdict is reached 


promoted to a senior position 
in the secret services, was 
sentenced to 10 years in jail for 
collusion with Cosa Nostra last 
weekend. 

Berlusconi supporters, show- 
ing scant respect for the 
independence of the judiciary, 
denounced the sentence as a 
witch-hunt The head of the 
pmfiamentary anti-Mafia com- 
mission, a Berlusconi acolyte, 
Tiziana Parent!, said; “These are 
judgements against history, 
typical of Nazi regimes.” The 
Palermo prosecutor’s office 
described this accusation as 
“gravely offensive” 


US agency to sue 
Mitsubishi over 
sex harassment 


JOHN CARLIN 

Washington 



Mitsubishi, the Japanese car 
giant, faces what could prove to 
be the most expensive sexual 
harassment suit in US history 
following a decision by a gov- 
ernment agency to file charges 
on behalf of hundreds of 
women employed at a manu- 
facturing plant in Normal, 
Illinois. 

The Equal Employment 
portunity Commission ~~~ 

said that as many as 70 

bad been subjected to system- 
atic sexual abuse over a six-year 
period. If the commission suc- 
ceeds in proving the case each 
of the women could receive up 
to $300,000 (£200,000) in 
damages. 

The lawsuit says that women 
at the plant were subjected to 
hostile and abusive work en- 
vironment”: male employees 
had groped and fondled the 
breasts, buttocks and genitals of 
female assembly line workers; 
and the women had to endure 
obscene remarks and lewd graf- 
fiti on the factory walls. Officials 
said, without providing details, 
that in one instance an air hose 
had been “used” on die genitals 

of a female worker. 

Some of the hundreds of 
women who had been vic- 
timised had resigned to avoid 
further humiliation, according 
to the EEOC. 

'This case should send the 


strong message that sexual ha- 
rassment in the workplace, 
whether in office suites or on the 
assembly line floor, will not be 
tolerated - especially on the out- 
rageous scale that we see here,” 
said Paul Igasaki T rice-cfaahrmap 
of the EEOC. 

Another commission official 
observed that the pattern of 
abuse at the Mitsubishi plant in 
Normal could not have flour- 
ished “without the knowledge 
and consent, either explicit or 
implicit, of the management”. 

Mitsubishi denied the charges, 
however. “If we are surprised 
and horrified at any thing, " said 
Gary Shultz, vice-president of 
Mitsubishi's Normal subsidiary, 
“it’s the manner that this has 
been brought to the public's 
attention." 

The Chicago Sun-Times re- 
ported yesterday that women 
a * plant held contradictory 
positions on the allegations. 
One told the newspaper thar it 
had become routine for women 
to be “touched” and “called cer- 
tain names”. Another, how- 
ever, said that supervisors had 
dealt effectively with complaints 
of sexual harassment. 

Last year Del Laboratories of 
*5^ York paid out a record 
Sl.SSm to settle a sexual ha- 
rassment suit brought against 
“ 1 1 ?p°°)p aD y , s chief executive. 
EEOC officials said that if they 
won the case against Mitsubishi, 
the car giant would probably 
end up paying substantially 


Germans who fake illness 


Bonn (AP) — German workers 
stay home sick up to six weeks 
a year and stifl collect their nor- 
mal wages, sometimes more. 
The government says too many 

people are abusing this gen- 
erosity by faking illness. 
Experts began a series of 
eetmgs with the government 
yesterday to consider reducing 
sick-pay benefits. Hie govern- 


ment says thecosts hinder Ger- 
many’s efforts to compete in the 
global economy and combat 


l^^ploymen 1 . at Us highest 


levels since the Second 
War. Germans mis$ work 
through Alness an average of, 
two weeks each year, roaring * 
companies 60bn mariw (£ 27 bn) 
annually, says the Federation of 
German Employers. 
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Grave reunites lovers killed by Bosnia’s tribal passions 


EMMA DA1Y 

Sarajevo 

The young lovere whose front 
line murder came to symbolise 
the madness of the war waged 
in Bosnia for ethnic purity, 
were buried together in Sara- 
jevo yesterday, fulfilling the 
hopes of their parents, three 
years on. 

Admira Ismic was a Muslim 
and Bosko Bride was a Serb 
His father was dead and his 
family was in Serbia hut he 
sta yed in Sarajevo with Admi- 
ra for the first year of the war, 
until she agreed that the future 
lay m a new life abroad. 

In May 1993, they set off to 
cross the treacherous front 
line, believing that they had 
paid enough money to guar- 
antee their safety from sol- 
diers on both sides of the line. 

But as they crossed the 
desolate stretch of tarmac in no 
man's land, surrounded by gut- 
ted building fuQ of snipers, the 
two lovers, together since the 
age of 1 7. were met with a bail 
of gunfire. Bosko fell first and 
Admira crawled towards him 
for her last embrace. 
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Doomed lovers: Admira and 


For eight days the warring 
armies argued over who was 
to blame. Meanwhile, the 
lovers’ bodies lay entwined on 
the sunlit street, as weeds 
pushed through the tarmac 
One morning they were 
gone. Bosnian Serb soldiers said 
they had rescued the bodies; 
but Muslim prisoners of war 
later said that the Serbs had 
sent them out instead to fetch 
the corpses. 


Bosko whose romance defied their race loyalties; the couple lying dead in sniper alley; Admira’s mother, Neri, at their new grave yesterday 


Iran beats 
Turkey to 


“If to live means to hope, 
then there is a little hope for me 
to bmy them together, as they 
lived together," Admira 's 
father, Zjjah, said at the time. 

The first joint funeral, at a 
Serbian cemetery in Lukavica, 
just outside Sarajevo, was 
attended by Bosko's mother, 
Rada. Yesterday, friends and 
relatives gathered in the Lion 
cemetery on a spring day to pay 
their final farewells. 


“If I could have, I would have 
organised music and trumpets, 
because I am so joyful to have 
returned them here," Zijah 
Ismic said. 

He stepped up to the open 
grave and hurled in the first 
handful of earth. Friends and 
family followed suit. The crowd 
stood silently as Lhe four 
gravediggers covered the wood- 
en coffins, which lay side by 
side. 


Mourners stepped forward 
to lay wreaths of hnghl daffodils 
and red carnations, while Mr 
Ismic led his family up the path, 
away from the valley, where a 
football pitch is obscured by war 
graves and where Naio soldiers 
camp in what is left of Lhc 
Zetra Olympic skating stadium. 

Admira ’s mother, Nera, 
paused to embrace the wood- 
en grave markers, as her tears 
Sowed. 


The gravediggers sat nearby. 
And they also wept They had 
performed the same task for 
hundreds of families through- 
out the war, in daylight under 
mortar fire, or at night, to 
hinder the snipers, but this 
was a harder task. 

“A funeral is a funeral but 
this was a little more diffi- 
cult," Ivan Marie said. “It's 
very sad because they were 
so young." 


But at 25, the two were old- 
er than many of the other war 
victims buried in the Lion 
cemetery. Youth alone cannot 
explain their place in the 
mythology of the conflict. 

To the people of Sarajevo 
and to the outside world, the 
journalists and film-makers 
who wanted to retell the story, 
the love of Admira and Bosko 
was a symbol of the normality 
of life in Sarajevo before the 


USE THE 


war, when intcr-ethnic unions 
were common. And their 
deaths personified the madness 
and the evil of those who would 
put such tics asunder. But what 
of their reburial? 

“These should be the last war 
victims to be buried here - it 
must never happen again," Mr 
Marie said. It was a very Sara- 
jevan affair - a Muslim and a 
Serb buried by a Croat. Mr 
Marie. 

Bosko's famil y., however, was 
absent, because Admira 's fam- 
ily was not able to contact 
Bosko's relatives across the 
former front line. His mother 
bad earlier agreed through 
friends to the couple's ex- 
humation and their reburial in 
Sarajevo. Her only stipulation 
was that they should occupy the 
same grave. 

“Their death was a mes- 
sage," Mr Ismic said. “They 
were born the same year, they 
were living together, they died 
together. 1 just continued what 
they left behind. 1 respected 
their message." 

It is far from clear that post- 
war Bosnia will be able to do 
the same. 


DAEWOOPRICE 


a. 

: & 

tot 



” .i £ 


v -- 


inr 1 ,L -- 

m rs • -i 




.4 ’ - - 


suhi.'h: ove: 
haraw® :: 


M? 2 ' ' 


*••<-** ’■ 
we > |r ■ 




w.*r* 

I . 


\V’ 


- r ~ 


Ifetaribdri 


A brazen Iran toughed it out 
against TUrkey yesterday, turn- 
ing a now over Tehran’s links to 
a murderous Islamist gang in 
Istanbul into a diplomatic tit- 
for-tat and a debate over 
Turkey’s links with Israel. 

Tehran launched a pre-emp- 
tive strike when a senior Turk- 
ish official visiting Tehran, Ali 
Tuygan, quietly asked Iran on 
Tuesday to withdraw four Iran- 
ian diplomats implicated last 
month by a Islamist hitman. 

Reacting with speed. Iranian 
officials arrested several TLrks 
and accused four Turkish 
political attaches of spying, 
illegal and immoral activities 
and conspiring against the 
Islamic republic. 

A visibly angry spokesman for 
the Turkish foreign ministry 
yesterday denied the accusa- 
tions and said Turkey had re- 
called the four diplomats "‘for 
their security”. If Iran did not 
recaJJ its own four they would 
be expelled, he said. 

Mr Thygan had presented a 
dossier of Iranian links to a 
series of terrorist killin gs and 
kidnaps in Turkey to Iranian 
officials, but foreign minister Ah 
Akbar Velayati chose to ignore 
it in a statement. 

Instead, Mr Velayati tried to 
turn the debate into one about 
Turkey’s Middle East policy 
after it signed a military co-op- 
eration agreement with Israel m 
February. 

“Iran is concerned over 
providing any facility to the 
Zionist regime on the grounds 
that such concessions are 
against the vital interests of the 
Islamic world and the region,” 
he said. 


Nothing could be more cal- 
culated to anger Thrkey than 
this assumption that Shia Mus- 
lim Iran could speak for the 
Islamic world, while Turkey, 
which has a nominally secular 
government for its 65 million 
mainly Sunni Muslim people, 
could not. In injured tones, the 
Turkish foreign ministry issued 
a statement ipointmg. opt that 
Turkey had always voted with 
the Islamic world on resolutions 
calling for Israeli withdrawals 
from occupied territories. 

Iran’s baiting of Turkey co- 
incides with a worsening of 
Turkey's relations with the Arab 
world over the Israeli agree- 
ment, the division of Euphrates 
river waters and the 
future of Iraq. “These 'old 
friends' voice disappointment at 
the way Tirkey and Israel are 
developing relations indepen- 
dently of them," wrote a foreign 
affairs commentator. Gun KuL 
“It seems they are allowed to 
make peace with Israel, but it 
becomes ‘unfriendly' when 
Turkey develops its own ties.'’ 

Other TUrkisb commenta- 
tors railed against Turkey’s old 
rival Iran, accusing it of in- 
creasing support for Turkey’s 
rebel Kurdistan Workers’ Par- 
ty, of trying to monopolise the 
Kurds of northern Iraq and 
trying to build a nuclear bomb. 

The dispute illustrated again 
the awkwardness of Turkey’s 
relationship with its Muslim 
neighbours, despite the dream 
of a Muslim commonwealth. 

Diplomats also said it showed 
the success of Iran 's strategy of 
intimidating it’s neighbours. “If 
Turkey has been careful so far, 
it is because they know exactly 
how much damage the Iranians 
can do if they want to." said one i 
Western diplomat. 


Pulitzer Prize for 
captured reporter 




MICHAEL ELLIS 

Reuters 

Boston — David Rohde, a re- 
porter on the Christian Science 
Monitor , who was captured and 
held by Bosnian Serbs last au- 
tumn after uncovering sus- 
pected mass graves, won the 
Pulitzer Prize for Internation- 
al Reporting yesterday. 

Mr Rohde was the first West- 
ern journalist to visit and col- 
lect evidence from the graves, 
where human rights officials be- 
lieve more than 3,000 Muslims 
were massacred and buried fol- 
lowing the fall of the UN “safe 
haven” of Srebrenica to Bosn- 
ian Serbs in July 1995. 

While taking pictures of hu- 
man bones at one suspected 
grave site, he was arrested cy 
Serb guards and charged with 
falsifying documents, facing a 
jail , term for “criminal espi- 
onage charges". 

After his capture became a 
central issue in the Balkan 
peace talks, in Dayton, Ohi°> 
Bosnian Serb authorities con - 1 
finned they were holding Mr 
Rohde. The US Secretary of 
State, Warren Christopher, in- 


tervened and Rohde was re- 
leased after 10 days. 

On his return to Boston, 
where the Monitor is published, . 
Rohde wrote that two mass 
graves he visaed were exactly as 
described by witnesses who said 
they survived executions out- 
side Srebrenica. “The layout was 
exactly like they said it was, and . 

I found the graves. Eveiytbing 
matches,” Rohde told Reuters 
in November. 

“It was just like a regular field 
but one big, wide area had 
been dug up and filled back in 
again. On top of that, scattered . 
across that were shoes, shirts 
and eyeglasses. And there was 
a separate pile of a hundred 
jackets -no buflets in the jack- 
ets, no indications of any fights 
in the area,” he said. 

Rohde, 28, was oo assignment' 
in Tuzla yesterday, researching 
a book about the massacre, 
and could not be reached for 
comment In a press release, he 
said he was “happy to get the 
truth out about the Srebrenica 
massacre”. Last week, he went 
back to the graves and filed a 
story which said the sites, had 
been tampered with. 
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High stakes in Korean grudge match 


RJCHARD L1XJYD PARRY 
Seoul 

“Congratulations!” said the 
student in the tracksuit, when 
I told him that 1 was reporting 
on South Korean politics. This 
hasn't happened for years -you 
must be way happy.” A few mo- 
ments earlier, it should be ex- 
plained, I had been doubled up 
on a Seoul pavement, coughing 
up phlegm into a wad of crum- 
pled tissues. My throat was 
burning, my nose was running, 
and my tear gas-tilled eyes felt 
as if they were liquefying on to 
my cheeks. “There hasn’t been 
a riot like this since the 1980s," 
my new friend assured me, 
genuinely happy on my behalf! 
“And you caught it - that’s... 
that's great” 

Welcome to Seoul and the 
15th National Assembly elec- 
tions of the Republicof Korea. 
A fortnight ago, when die cam- 
paign kicked off, it could hard- 
ly have been less promising, an 
uninspiring grudge match be- 
tween three parties with iden- 
tical policies and identically 
named leaders - Mr Kim, Mr 
Kim, and President Kim. Today, 
as voters go to the polls to elect 
their 299 National Assembly 
men, this is stiQ going to be an 
election in which the conven- 
tional staples of democratic 
politics - ideological differ- 
ence, policy debate - play little 
part. But what it lacks in sub- 
stance it has made up for with 
the greatest quality of Korean 
politics - a sense of occasion. 

Credit for this belongs to 
two groups which, in the last few 
days, have made a dramatic re- 
emergence into the political 
mainstream. The first is the stu- 
dents who. until a few years ago, 
were a significant political force 
in their own right. In 1987, a 
sequence of huge rallies, fre- 
quently ending in violent battles 
with riot police, played a large 
part in persuading the then 
president, Chun Doo-Hwan, 
to give in to popular pressure 
for democratic elections. 

But since 1993, when the 
former dissident Kim Young- 
Sam became president, many of 
iheir gativances &ve been -ad- 
dressed. Chun Doo-Hwan is in 
prison, along with his successor, 
Roh Tae Woo, charged with 
bribery and with ordering a 
massacre of student protesters 
in 1980. A fortnight ago, how- 
ever, on a demonstration 
against an increase in unrversi- 
‘ tuition fees, a 20-year-old im- 
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Bordering on the ridiculous: North Korean troops (left) and a South Korean soldier film one other in Panmunjom yesterday 


police. His funeral procession 
yesterday attracted 7,000 
marchers who snaked through 
the city alt day, blocking traffic, 
chanting anti-government slo- 
gans, and exchanging tear gas 
and eggs with the riot police. ‘ 
How much impact this will 
have on the elections is hard to 
gauge, although for President 
Kim, the sight of thousands of 
youths chanting for his down- 
fall cannot have been reassur- 
ing. What he loses to the 
students, however, he may gain 
from the intervention of another 


weekend, after renouncing its 
responsibilities in the armistice 
which ended the Korean Wir in 
1953, the People’s Army made 
three miniature sorties into its 
side of the supposedly denuli- 
tarised zone wira separates the, 
enemy states; Siminr Tn-jinfcs 
have gone on intennittentfy for 
years, provoking no more than 
average alarm. But this week, 
the president and his minis ters 
have talked of little else - mind- 
ful, no doubt, of cautious 
older voters whose memories of 
the Korean War may induce 


President Kim’sNeW Korea 
Party wd9 needalt^ he^ if can 

ma- 
jority, toreiam t&ween H&and • • 
130 of the 299 seats. The prin- 
cipal benefactor wiS be the 
'second of the three Kims - 
Kim Dae-Jung, another for- 
mer dissident and the presi- 
dent’s one-time ally, whose 
National Congress for New 
Politics (NCNP) is running 
roughly neck and neck with the 
NKP. If the NKP can edge 
ahead, then it stands a chance 


independents - although this 
.- would be a h umilia ting blow to 
the intensely proud president. 

. If not. they will be forced into ‘ 
- art alliance^with Kim Number 
Three - the leader of the Unit- 
ed Liberal Democrats fULD), 
Kim Jong-Pil. At this point the 
contest would start to get in- 
teresting, and the true signifi- 
cance of the election would be 
revealed - a contest marginal- 
ly important in itself, except as 
a prologue to the great struggle, 
the battle for the presidency. 

Apart from holding up bud- 


in comparison with that of the 
president Kim Young-Sam’s 
single five-year term will come 
to an end in 1998. Elections win 
be held in December next year 
and both his rival Kims are in 
the r unning. 

Although Kim Young-Sam 
cannot stand for re-election he 
is desperate to pass on his of- 
fice to a political sympathiser, 
and for more than the usual rea- 
sons. As the first modem pres- 
ident without a military 
background, he cherishes an im- 
age of himself as the father of 


Hopes for 

deal over 
US bases 
in Japan 


Tbkyo (AP) - Am erica aid - 
Japan are dose to agreement _ 
on measures to case the iw*;.- 
over US forces in OionM tfie 
American Ambassador Walter ^ 
Mondale said yesterday. _V r - - 
But be added that he wasnot • ; 
sure Okinawans will be satisfied.-, 
with measures to cut back mu- & 

and otherwise 

reduce friction over troops oar . • V 

the southern island. £ 

Mr Mondale said recent ten- . y. v 
sions involving TbiwBn antL 
North Korea reinforced the. 
importance of the US- Japan 
security relationship, to be reaf- 
firmed during PreBdent 'CJiBr 
ton’s visit to Japan next week. 

The rape of a 12-yearfofcf gjri 
by three American serviceman 

agains t US bases on Okmawa, 
which hosts more than haathe, 

47,000 US troops in Japan. 

Amid the outcry, ajdfttW;.. 

Japan committee was setup . 

November to look into ways to;. k . 
consolidate bases on-Okmawu.- jgj; ..‘v 


j«Jcie ar 




ese foreign minisfiy offidr&Te^,:' ^ - 
fused to comment on a report ygs-s-.S 
in the Yonriuri newspape r-say-;;^- ■ 
ing the pact would call for 
America to return 12^ 50 acres 
to landowners on Okisawa. 

The report said the {dan does ' , 

not call for the return ofFutem- '•> j 
ma Air Base, which bastopped. . . - 

the Okinawans’ priority fist be-_ 
cause it is in the middle of a dty. - 

US officials also have agreed - - ; v 
to a ban on uniformed march- . v; " 
es off base and stricter restric- ‘ 
lions on night flights. Mr- 
Mondale was uncertain whether .1 
he expected the. moves to sat- 
isfy the Okinawans, bat he said . • / 

the US had "really tried” to v- 
address tiieir concerns.. '. : ' v‘ : v. 

“There’s been more: effort in : Jiii 

the last six months thaii hx.the ' -■ 

last 20 years, ” he said,.addm§ 
that a reassessment of the US 
military rolp was lor^ overdue. ' ’ , i 

Both governments have said .• 
US troop levels in Japan would 
remain constant, though some 
troops may be droved to other 
parts of the country. Okinawa's 
government has drawn up plans 
for the complete withdrawal of /j j - 

troops from the island by 2015. 

Meanwhile, more than 3,000 
people living near an air base - 
outside Tokyo yesterday filed a 
law suit demanding 33bn yen 
(£20m) compensation from 
both governments for noise . 
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attack after a beating from the an politics: North Korea. Last than change. 


ty with the help of a handful of of the National Assembly pales place in history could easily be 


Photograph: Ahn toung-JOon 


threatened if one of his former 
adversaries among the Kims was 
to take his place. If the ULD is 
required to come on board to 
bail out the NKR however, 
Kim Jong-Pil has made it dear 
that he will do so only in return 
for an endorsement in the 
presidential elections, jumping 
the queue of younger NKP 
loyalists which Knn Young-Sam 
has lined up.ln that case, the 
President will be left with a 
choice - either muddle along in 
the National Assembly without 
a majority, or yield his place in 
history to an old rival. 

Letters, page 18 
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' US ^ uc * ear M A summit in Moscow on safety issues in the East could be used to focus attention on weapons in the West 

in Eltsin delivers first salvo in missile debate 


PHILREEVES 

Moscow 

Just over a week before he plays 
host to the Group of Seven in- 
dustrial nations ax a m^r sum- 
mit on nuclear safety, Boris 
Yeltsin yesterday sought to steal 
some early limelight by urging 
Western countries to keep their 
nuclear missiles on their own 
territories. 

He combined his appeal with 
a reassurance that Moscow 
would this year finish with- 
drawing the former Soviet nu- 


clear arsenal to within Russia’s 
borders, with the return of the 
last weapons from Ukraine and 
Belarus. 

His proposal - which would 
require an overhaul of Naio nu- 
clear thinking were it to go 
anead - was greeted coolly by 
Western diplomats, although 
it is likely to be on the agenda 
at the summit on 19-20 April 

The United States is the only 
country, apart from Russia, with 
nuclear weapons on foreign soil 
- principally aircraft-delivered 
bombs, which are stored in Ger- 


many _ and other European 
countries. Most analysts thought 
it unlikely the US would accept 
the idea, largely because it 
would mean diminishing Amer- 
ica’s role in providing the Naio 
nuclear umbrella. A spokes- 
woman for the US State De- 
partment said that it was unable 
to react to Russia’s suggestion 
until it received more details. 

Mr Yeltsin's suggestion ap- 
pears to be pari of his effort to 
play on the large anti-Nato 
sentiment in Russia as the bat- 
tle to win votes in the presi- 
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dential election in June gathers 
momentum. Russia’s anxiety 
abcut Nato expansion has deep- 
ened - as Yuri Ushakov, a se- 
nior official with the Russian 
Foreign Ministiy, made clear 
yesterday when he addressed a 
security conference in Moscow. 

“We at the Foreign Ministry 
understand that the east Euro- 
peans feel drawn to Western 
civilisation, but we cannot un- 
derstand where Nato comes 
into it. It seems to us that such 
structures as the European 
Union, the Council of Europe .. . 


are contributing to the status of 
a member of lire European fam- 
ily to a far greater degree than 
the military alliance, Nato.” 

If Nato expands eastwards, 
Russia’s military would “rea- 
sonably seek and achieve a dra- 
matic increase in defence 
spending and a revision of the 
bask: arms control agreements”, 
he warned. “The danger is 
there.” 

Nor, he said, could Russia 
comprehend the east European 
view that entry into Nato vrould 
remove some “grey areas of in- 
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Parting shot: Boris Yeltsin (centre) and President Kwasniewski (right) pass a guard of honour at the end of the Polish leader’s visit to Russia 
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Polish PM calms Russia over Nato 




TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 

President Aleksander Kwas- 
niewski of Poland completed a 
difficult three-day visit to 
Moscow yesterday, acknowl- 
edging he had failed to allay 
Russian suspicions about 
Poland's desire to join Nato. 

“Only a blind person could 
expect Russia and Poland to 
agree on the question of Nato. 
The important thing is that we 
were able to talk about it,” Mr 
Kwasniewski said. 

Russia has long opposed the 
admission into the western al- 
liance of its former Warsaw 
Pact satellites, proposing instead 
a joint westem-Russian securi- 
ty guarantee of central and 


eastern Europe. Recently, how- 
ever, the Kremlin has indicat- 
ed that it may not object to the 
inclusion of Poland and a cou- 
ple of other countries in Nato, 
provided they are not fully 
integrated into its military struc- 
tures and security arrange- 
ments. 

Poland, the Czech Republic 
and Hungary have rejected 
both proposals, insisting they 
are sovereign states with the 
right to choose which alliances 
they want to join and on what 
terms. At the same time, Mr 
Kwasniewski and Czech and 
Hungarian leaders have em- 
phasised they do not view Nato 
membership as a mechanism for 
isolating Russia. 

“Poland does not want to be 


in Nato against Russia. It does 
not want to be a frontline coun- 
try in a new Europe,” the Pol- 
ish president said. “If there are 
good ties between Russia and 
Poland, this is good for Europe. 
The path we are going down 
towards democracy and a mar- 
ket economy is very wide, and 
there is room for Russia, Poland 
and all of Europe there ” 

Mr Kwasniewski’s trip to 
Moscow was his first since he 
defeated Lech Walesa in pres- 
idential elections last Novem- 
ber. He held talks with 
President Boris Yeltsin on Tues- 
day but the only concrete agree- 
ment signed during his visit 
was an accord on Polish- Russ- 
ian youth exchanges. 

Other proposed agreements 


on visa-free travel and the repa- 
triation of people who illegally 
cross the Poli&h-Rnssian border 
failed to materialise. There was 
some discussion of economic 
issues, including a proposal to 
create a free-trade zone in the 
Russian enclave of Kaliningrad, 
bordering Poland, but no formal 
accords. 

The lack of more substantial 
results underlined the Tecent 
strains in Polish- Russian rela- 
tions. These were highlighted 
last January by the resignation 
of Poland’s" former prime min- 
ister, Jozef Oleksy, over alle- 
gations that he had been a 
Soviet and Russian agent 

On 1besday, Mr Yeltsin 
blamed Mr Walesa for the poor 
atmosphere, saying: “Recently 


we hadn't got on well with 
t^folesa.” The former Polish 
president retorted that rela- 
tions had cooled because “Rus- 
sia was testing its hegemooistic 
tendencies, while I was res- 
olutely defending Poland’s in- 
terests". 

Mr Kwasniewski, a former 
Communist turned left-of-cen- 
tre democrat, made a point 
during his visit of holding talks 
with Gennady Zyuganov, the 
Russian Communist leader who 
says he wouki like to restore the 
Soviet Union. Mr Kwasniews- 
ki wanted a close-up look at the 
man who is favourite to defeat 
Mr Yeltsin in next June’s pres- ' 
idential elections and whose 
policies could greatly affect 
Poland's destiny. 
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Save money on your 
home insurance and spend 
a little extra on your home. 
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Africa nuclear 
pact puts Israel 
under pressure 


JONATHAN WRIGHT 

Reuters 

Cairo - Africa today joins Latin 
America and the South Pacific 
in an expanding club of zones 
free of nuclear weapons when 
S3 African states and the five big 
nuclear powers sign the Treaty 
of Pelindaba in Cairo. 

The choice of venue, in the 
only African country which bor- 
ders Israel, is another tom of the 
screw in an Arab campaign to 
persuade the Jewish state to 
open up its nuclear programme 
to international inspection and 
eventually dismantle iL 

The naming of the treaty, af- 
ter the sate where South Africa 
developed and then dismantled 
its own nuclear weapons, also 
sends Israel a message that 

unilat eral mmlearHjgaTTnam ent 

and regional peace can go hand 
in hand. 

■ The' treaty, which bans nu- 
clear weapons from the African 
continent and the islands 
around it, specifically advo- 
cates a similar agreement cov- 
ering the Middle East states. 

"The parties [recognise] that 
the establishment of other 
NWFZs [midear-weapon-free 
zones], especially in the Middle 
East, would enhance the secu- 
rity of states party to the African 
NWFZ," says the treaty. 

For the host country Egypt it 
is also a step towards banning 
all weapons of mass destruction 
-nudear, chemical or biological 
- from the countries in its 
bourhood. 

tian President Hosni 
Mubarak win invoke that target 
in his keynote address to the 
Signing ceremony, officials said. 
"The treaty is doubtless a his- 


toric step, which must be fol- 
lowed by the next logical step - 
clearing the Middle East erf nu- 
clear weapons and all weapons 
of mass destruction,” the Egypt- 
ian government newspaper al- 
Gomhuria said yesterday. 

' The five declared nuclear 
states - Britain, China, France, 
Russia and the United States - 
will sign protocols to cooperate 
with the treaty and not to use or 
threaten to use nuclear weapons 
against any part of Africa. 

France and Spain will sign a 
separate protocol covering the 
Canary Islands and two towns 
on the coast of Morocco in the 
case of Spain, and the Indian 
Ocean islands of Mayotte and 
Reunion in the case of France. 

But in a concession to the 
powers, the treaty leaves 
state to set its own policy on ve- 
ils ly foreign shqs or overflights 
by foreign aircraft which may 
cany nudear arms. 

In another let-out clause, the 
treaty gives eachstate the right 
to withdraw from the treaty “if 
it decides that extraordinary 
events ... have jeopardised its 
supreme interests". . 

Bui signatories must disclose 
any capability they have to make 
nudear weapons, then destroy 
these arms and the facilities for 
making them under the super- 
vision of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 

They also promise to reach 
safeguard agreements with the 
IAEA, equivalent to those un- 
der the Nuclear Non-Prolifer- 
ation treaty, which all African 
stales already support Israel, 
which refuses to sign the non- 
proliferation treaty, is believed 
to possess 200 nuclear 
warheads. 





stability” - areas of insecurity 
that Moscow believes no longer 
exist The reverse would be 
true, as they would find them- 
selves “on the frontier of con- 
frontation”, he argued. 

Exactly what this “frontier" 
would comprise is unclear. 
Some analysts have suggested 
that Russia’s response to Nato's 
eastward expansion would be to 
delay withdrawing ex-Soviet 
m i ssiles from neighbouring Be- 
larus, or even deploying more 
weapons there. However - de- 
spite the new integration pact 


between the two nations - the 
Russian military is believed to 
be opposed to this idea, not least 
because of their concern that 
the weapons could be used to 
threaten Russia in the future. 

Russia’s sensitivity about 
Nato appear; to flow from an 
assumption in Moscow that nu- 
clear missiles would be de- 
ployed on the tenitoiy of any 
new Nato member, althougb 
there is scant evidence that 
this would be the case. Poland, 
for example, is unlikely to wel- 
come that prospect, partly be- 


cause it would immediately find 
itself the target of Russian 
weapons. 

But Mr Yeltsin's comments 
will add to a debate in Nato 
about howto handle eastern ex- 
pansion. While the alliance has 
accepted that it is unlikely to 
store nuclear weapons in peace- 
time on the territory of new 
members, a further commit- 
ment to remove them from 
countries where they are already 
stored would revive a damagin g 
debate about the role of nudear 
weapons in Europe. 


Agency urges closure 

of risky reactors 


ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Central Europe Correspondent 

A decade after the Chernobyl 
disaster, the risk of another nu- 
clear power plant catastrophe 
continues to cast an ominous 
shadow over Europe and most 
of the former Soviet Union. 

Most anxiety b centred on the 
15 reactors of the Chernobyl 
type - known tty the Russian 
acronym RBMK - which are 
still m operation in Russia, 
Ukraine and Lithuania. 

Despite improvements to the 
plants since the accident, nu- 
dear power experts believe 
they still represent an acute 
danger. According to specialists 
at the Vienna-based Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), they should all be shut 
down - or, failing that, signifi- 
cantly further upgraded. 

A report issued by the United 
States energy ministiy earlier 
this month declared that many 
of the reactors still in service in 
eastern Europe and former 


Soviet republics bad faulty 
emergency cooling systems 
which could lead to massive 
radioactive leakages at any 
time. 

The ministiy report singled 
out the first and third reactors 
at Chernobyl itself as the worst 
of the lot, saying that the state 
of the site was now worse than 
it had been prior to the accident 
on 26 April 1986. 

In addition to the RBMK 
light water gas-cooled reactors, 
experts remain extremely wor- 
ried by another Soviet model, 
the WWER pressurised water 
reactor, which also remains in 
widespread use. The IAEA has 
singled out the Bohunice and 
Kozloduy plants in Slovakia 
and Bulgaria respectively as 
being particularly dangerous. 

The subject of improving 
nuclear power plant safety 
features heavily at a four-day 
conference in Vienna this 
week, attended by politicians 
and scientists from West and 
East 


Its recommendations, in turn, 
will be forwarded to leaders of 
the world’s seven richest nations 
meeting in Moscow later this 
month for a summit on nudear 
issues. 

Although most agree the best 
solution would be to dose the 
most dangerous reactors, the 
countries operating them say 
they cannot shut them down be- 
cause they depend on them for 
their power supplies. 

The cost or upgrading the 
RBMK plants alone to West- 
ern safety standards is esti- 
mated at around $100m 
(£66m)-S150m per unit - mon- 
ey which cannot be afforded by 
countries from the East and 
which has not been forthcom- 
ing from the West. 

The two operational reactors 
at Chenrobyfitself, however, will 
almost certainly dose by the 
year 2000, in return for which 
Ukraine is set to receive more 
than $3bn compensation from 
the Group of Seven leading in- 
dustrialised nations. 


Unsafe nuclear reactors in eastern Europe formet Soviet Jnion 
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Richard Condon 


Richard Condon slarted oul 
promoting Snow White and 
Dumbo , went on to act as press 
agent for some of Hollywood's 
biggest stars then, at the age of 
43, turned himself, with The 
Manchurian Candidate, into a 
best-selling novelist And a 
best-selling writer he remained, 
with over 25 novels to his 
credit over a career which 
spanned almost 40 more years. 
His most recent novel. Prizd's 
Money, the fourth in a highly 
acclaimed black comic series 
which began with Prizd's Hon- 
or (1982), was published in 
1993 when he was 78. 

Bora in Manhattan in 1915. 
Condon spent over 20 years as 
a Hollywood publicist first for 
Walt Disney (he saw Fantasia 43 
times) then for just aboul every 
other major studio. Based in 
New York, his job was to take 
care of visiting Hollywood stars 
in town to promote’ their films. 
"It was the publicist’s respon- 
sibility to see that they were 
entertained, a euphemism for 
pimping,’' he once remarked. 

That kind of experience gave 
him a healthy cynicism and an 
understanding of corporate sys- 
tems where the power is never 
where it appears to be. In 1957. 
after three ulcers, he quit his 
high-pressure job to become a 
writer. "I was 42 and I decided 
1 had to get out - that publici- 
ty work is so will-o'-the-wisp". 

Two years later he caught the 
mood of the time superbly with 
a mesmerising thriller. The 
Manchurian Candidate, which 
married Cold War paranoia 
with Freudian and behaviourist 
psychology in its story of a 
United Slates war hero 
brainwashed (o assassinate 


his stepfather, a presidential 
candidate. 

The release in 1962 of the 
award-winning Him starring 
Laurence Harvey as the war 
hero and Frank Sinatra as his 
armv buddy assured the book's 
worfd-wide success. Sinatra also 
owned the rights to the film and 
after President Kennedy was as- 
sassinated withdrew it. suppos- 
edly for its prescient foretelling 
of the Kennedy assassination (it 
was 25 years before it was seen 



Condon: “the American Balzac' 

on the cinema screen again). 

Condon's writing often at- 
tracted that kind of controver- 
sy. The Manchurian Candidate 
bore no relation to the Kennedy 
assassination but he later wrote 
three novels based on that 
event. The best known. Winter 
Kills (1974), was in 1979 made 
into an ingenious film starring 
Jeff Bridges and directed by- 
John Huston. Although it got 
rave US reviews it was pulled 
from cinemas after a couple of 
weeks and simply disappeared. 

Condon believ ed that “Sen- 
ator Edw ard Kennedy's dislike 


of the film was made known”. 
Coincidentally or not, the com- 

fiLrfalsogot SSHJmof^iefe nee 
contracts each year. 

A satirist and black humorist, 
Condon was dubbed “the 
American Balzac” for his pro- 
lific output of books either 
about US politics or. later, the 
Mafia. He distinguished be- 
tween them in this way; “If 
you’re writing about the Mafiosi 
'ir’s based on a nxk bed of re- 
ality. If you're writing about 
politicians you’re writing about 
marshmallows and smoke.” 
Money, however was the uni- 
fying theme of all his books. 

A proponent of what one crit- 
ic called the “Higher Corn”, he 
understood exactly what he was 
doing. “Satire can only survive 
by holding a veiy slippery thin 
edge of reality. You have to tiy 
to make people believe in what 
you're writing about, even if 
you're mocking what they have 
accepted.” But he could be 
vicious, as he was in Emperor 
of America (1990). his satire 
on Ronald Reagan and Ollie 
North. He genuinely disliked 
Reagan, referring to him on 
another occasion as a “turd- 
kicking actor cowboy” who was 
perfectly cast as an idiot 

He was almost 70 when he 
shifted his attention away from 
politics to the Mafia withftea’j 
Honor , an original, inspired 
tale of a bit-man who foils for 
a hit-woman. It re-established 
him. especially when in 19SS 
John Huston made a successful 
film from it starring Jack 
Nicholson, Kathleen Turner 
and Anjelica Huston, who won 
an Oscar for her performance 
as the scorned woman. 


Condon wanted Robert De 
Niro to play the part of the 
hit-man and bitterly opposed 
Huston's choice of Jack Nichol- 
son on the grounds that 
Nicholson looked “too Ger- 
man”. He later admitted he had 
been wrong. “Never ask a writer 
for advice on casting. Nicholson 
was wonderful." 

He went on to write three 
more novels about the Prizri 
family (family motto: “Fear 
was the first creator of Gods in 
the world”), Prizzi's Family 
(1986), Prizzi's Glory (1988) 
and Prizzi's Money (1993). 

Condon lived away from 
America for many years: he 
moved to Mexico City on the 
proceeds of the film rights to 
The Manchurian Candidate in 
the early 1960s, and later lived 
in Switzerland and for 10 years 
in a Georgian mansion in 
Ireland. He moved back to 
America in the late 1980s - to 
the suburbs of Dallas - to be 
near the grandchildren on 
whom he doted. He claimed 
Dallas was the most foreign of 
all his homes. 

He was married for almost 60 
years to Evelyn Hunt Condon, 
a former model. She was first 
editor of each of his manu- 
scripts. Her job was to correct 
what he admitted was his 
“lousy” puactuation. He also 
wrote a Mexican cookbook. 
Ole. Mole, with Wendy Bennet, 
one of his two daughters. He 
claimed it was the only Mexican 
cookbook “written, test-cooked 
and eaten” in Ireland, and that 
it has the longest introduction 
(55 pages of autobiography) 
ever written for such a work. 

A solemn-looking but very 
jovial man, Condon was a 



Angela Lansbwy and Laurence Harvey In The Afancftcrian Candidate, the 1962 fBro of Condon's book Photograph; RonaW Grant Arctwe 


gifted raconteur despite the 
fact that be suffered all his life 
from a bad stammer. He 
thought it had been induced by 
his father, who shouted all the 
time. He considered his father 
“a negative force”, his mother 
a “benevolent” one in his life, 
but it was his father he credit- 
ed with his writing skills. “My 
father used to write me three 
postcards a week because be 
wasn't able to communicate 


emotion verbally. My ease with 
writing comes. Fm sure, from 
that.” 

Although be took hts writing 
seriously, be also bad fun with 
it- He invented the int pm* firms] 
Confederation of Book Actors: 
“comprising people who would 
have acted in movies, radio or 
opera ifwe hadn't been too busy 
writing.” Afl that meant m prac- 
tice was that be used his friends 
names for characters in his 


novels. He would send these 
friends certificates of perfor- 
mance when he borrowed their 
names in this way. 

Condon admitted to only 
three of the seven deadly sins: 
greed, wrath and gluttony. 
However, in his seventies, a 
pacemaker notwithstanding, 
he wondered if he was also get- 
ting slothful - he wrote for 
“only” five hours a day. There 
was nothing else he preferred 



to do. “1 honestly love writing 
2 can’t understand those ■ 
writers who iay..tBey suffer so 
much when they're writing. I 
think it is the’ best recreation i 
possible.” 

Pefer Guttridge 

RtchmiThomds Condon, writer ! 
bom New York 18 March 1915: , 
married 1938 Evelyn Hum ( two 
daughters); died Dallas 9 April \ 
1996. 



Donald Adams 


The bass Donald Adams had 
virtually three careers - first as 
a straight actor, secondly’, as a 
principal singer with the D’Oyly 
Carte company and in Gilbert 
and Sullivan for All. a touring 
company that he co-founded; 
finally, as an opera singer, 
appearing with all the major 
British companies and several 
in Europe and the United 
States. 

His favourite Gilbert and 
Sullivan character was the Pirate 
King m Pirates of Penzance , be- 
cause “it’s evety schoolboy’s 
idea of a pirate king, a good part 
to act, with some fine mock-Ver- 
di to sing." He also liked play- 
ing Sir Roderick Murgatroyd in 
Ruddigore and was particularly 
fond ofMurgatroycfs song “The 
ghosts’ higb-noon". 

As an opera singer he ex- 
celled in comic parts such as Dr 
Bartolo (both Mozart’s and 
Rossini's, in The Marriage of Fi- 
garo and The Barber of Se\iUe ) 
and Quince in Britten’s/1 Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream , but 
could summon up a surprising 
amount of venom for, say, Mon- 
terone in Verdi’s Rigoletio or 
Dikoj in Janacek’s Katya Ka- 
banova. Each role he sang was 


Adams ana Marie McLau#riin in Smetana's The Two Widows, 1993 
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leticulously presented, wit 
le vocal and dramatic side 


of the character perfectly co- 
ordinated. 

Donald Adams was bora and 
brought up in Bristol. He be- 
came a chorister in the cathe- 
dral where, at the age of 16, he 
played Thomas a Becket in 
TS. Eliot’s Murder in the Cathe- 
dral. He served in the Army dur- 
ing the Second World War. 
spending the last two years of 
his service as resident director 
of the Army Repertory Theatre 
at Catterick Camp. 

Xn 1949 he made his profes- 
sional d£but at the Embassy 
Theatre in Swiss Cottage, Lon- 
don. After two years at the 
Great Yarmouth Rep, he ap- 
peared as the Irish washer- 
woman, Mrs G innochic, with 
Arthur Lucan and Kitty Mc- 
Sbane in the music-hall sketch 
“Old Mother Riley and her 
Daughter”. While they were 
playing at the Chelsea Palace in 
1952, "Lucan suggested that 
Adams should audition for the 
D’Oyly Carte. 

Adams joined the chorus, 
sang small parts and under- 
studied 26 roles. His first ma- 
jor role was Colonel Caiveriey 
in Patience (1952): In 1953 he 
became a prinerpai bass, singing 
Dick Deadeye (HMS Pinafore ), 
the Pirate King, the Earl of 


Mountaraiat (Iobxnthe). Arac 
( Princess Ida), the title role m 
Mikado. Sir Roderick Mniga- 
trovd and Sergeant Meiyll 
(The Ifeomen of die Guard). 
He also married Muriel Hard- 
ing, who was a soprano with the 
D’Ovlv Carte company from 
1945 to 1954. 

From 1963 much of his en- 
ergy was concentrated on 
Gilbert and Sullivan for AIL In 
January 1969 he left the D’Oyly 
Carte, who were playing in San 
Francisco at the time, and for 
several years toured- with 
Gilbert and Sullivan for All in 
the United States, Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand and the 
Far EasL The company also 
made several films. He wrote 
and appeared in the one-man 
shows Adams Tale, An Evening 
with Donald Adams and Another 
Evening with Donald Adams. 

His transfer to the world of 
opera was gradual: after ringing 
Alfred Doolittle in My Fair 
Lady for Scottish Opera in 
1983, he sang the title role of the 
Mikado in Chicago (in a pro- 
duction directed by Peter Sell- 
ars, then aged 25), followed by 
Baron Mirko Zeta in The Mer- 
ry Widow and the Theatre Di- 
rector and the Banker in Lulu. 
Also in 1983 he made his 


Covent Garden d£but as a 
Frontier Guard in Boris Go- 
dunov, later singing Quince in 
Midsummer Night 's Dream, and 
Colonel Frank, the prison gov- 
ernor in Die Fledermaus, a role 
that suited his comic talents to 
perfection. 

He first appeared with Eng- 
lish National Opera in 1985, as 
the unpleasant old bully Dikoj 
in Katya Kabanova, and with 
Welsh National Opera ihe same 
year, as Monterone. At Glyn- 
debourae he sang Dikoj in 
1988, and for Glyndebourne 
Touring Opera, Rossini's Dr 
Bartolo, a role he also sang in 
Amsterdam. 

Engagements now followed 
thick and fast over the next few 
years he sang the Sacristan in 
Tosca at Geneva; the Mikado in 
Los Angeles; Mozart’s Bartolo, 
and Pooh-Bah from the Mika- 
do for ENO; Quince and the 
lawyer Swallow in Peter Grimes 
- a splendidly pompous char- 
acterisation - at Gtyndeboume; 
and Baron Ochs in Der 
Rosenkavatier (1990) for Welsh 
National Opera. This last per- 
formance was a triumph for the 
singer, now 62 years of age, and 
no longer in his finest of fresh- 
est voice, but who made up for 
any vocal deficiency by the 


marvellously subtle way he han- 
dled the tem. The foUowiogy^r 
he made a superb Schigokh in 
Lulu for Canadian Opera in 
Toronto, and in 1992 at San 
Francisco sang Nick Bottom (A 
Midsummer Night's Dream). 

. Unfortunately he did not sing 
this role in Britain, though he 
repeated it in 1995 at the 
Ravenna Festival 
Returning to Covent Garden 
in 1993, he gave excellent peg- 
formances of Badger and lE- 
Priest in The Cunning Little 
Irixe/tr while for ENO be sang 
Mumlal in Smetana's The Two 
Widows. His final role for ENO, 
in March 1996; was Don 
Pasquale. As with Baron Ochs, 
it was perhaps a shame that he 
did not sing this part earlier in 
his career. However, he gave, as 
always, a complete and round- 
ed performance, broadly com- 
ic but, by implication, sad, even 
tragic at times: though notin his 
very best voice, be carried off 
the comic patter duet with Alan 
Opie’s DoctorMalatesta in su- 
perb style. .. 

Elizabeth Forbes 

Donald Adams, bom Bristol 20 
December 192S; married Muriel 
Haniing ( deceased ; one daugh- 
ter); died Norwich 8 April 1996. 


Professor Bela Szigeti 


Bela Szigeti was one of the re- 
markably large number of Hun- 
garians to achieve distinction in 
a career in physics. Like many 
of these he spent most of his 
working life outside Hungary. 
His own contribution was to the 
extremely successful and im- 
portant post-war effort to de- 
velop the basic ideas necessary 
for understanding the physical 
properties of solids. A signifi- 
cant part of this effort was di- 
rected towards understanding in 
detail the effects of steady elec- 
tric fields and of light on trans- 
parent crystals such as rock-sal L 
This was the subject of much of 
his work at the universities of 
Bristol, Liverpool and Reading. 

He was bora in Budapest in 
1912. the second son of 


landowners, and the grandson 
of a judge. Although he spoke 
onfv rarely of his early life, it was 
clear thai he placed great val- 
ue on the rich cultural back- 
ground he had enjoyed and on 
his broad general education, ex- 
tending from science to Latin 
and Greek. This was the basis 
of the breadth of knowledge and 
wide range of intellectual in- 
terests which enriched his life. 

He went to Switzerland for 
his higher education and ob- 
tained his PhD in physical 
chemistry at the University of 
Zurich shortly before the Sec- 
ond World War. He came to 
England early in 1939 and un- 
til 1941 worked on the appli- 
cation of spectroscopic methods 
to medical problems, first at St 


Bartholomew’s Hospital, in 
London, and then in Cam- 
bridge. From 1941 to 1945 he 
did war work in an industrial 
iaboratoty. 

Szigeti then switched to the- 
oretical physics and from 1945 
to 1948 carried out theoretical 
research in the H.H. Wills 
Physics Laboratory at Bristol 
University. His work there on 
the properties of ionic crys- 
talline solid materials led to his 
deriving two key relations be- 
tween dielectric, clastic and vi- 
brational properties. These 
relations, known universally as 
the Szigeti relations, already 
marked him as a theoretical 
physicist of importance. 

From 1948 to 1962 he was on 
the staff of the Theoretical 


Physics Department of Liver- 
pool University, where he de- 
voted considerable attention 
to the torsional (twisting) 
vibrations of long chain mole- 
cules, as well as extending his 
work on ionic crystals. His ideas 
on polarisation processes in 
crystals, in particular his clear 
perception of the role of the de- 
formations of ions by forces 
from their near neighbours, 
were vital for the advances 
which he, and others influ- 
enced by him, subsequently 
made in the understanding of 
the motion of atoms in crystals. 
His important contributions to 
this field included studies of the 
effects of impurities on the 
properties of crystals, a line of 
investigation which he pursued 


much further in the Physics 
Department of Reading Uni- 
versity, where from 1962 to his 
retirement in 1977 he was suc- 
cessively Lecturer, Reader and 
Professor. 

At Reading his own work and 
work in collaboration, particu- 
larly with his colleague Roy 
Leigh, was very fruitful Much 
of this work was prompted by 
experimental .studies in progress 
there on vibrational properties 
of impurities in diamond and 
semi-conducting crystals. The 
critical examination of the 
theories then used in the inter- 
pretation of such experiments 
led to important new insights. 
He demonstrated the limita- 
tions of information about 
vibrations in perfect crystals 


obtainable from the neutron 
scattering experiments being 
conducted in laboratories 
across the world. 



Szigeti: dear perception 


Even a much fuller account 
of tire results of his work would 
be incomplete if it did not com- 
ment on the style of his inves- 
tigations. Szigeti’s aim was 
always deep unders tanding of 
the problem in band and he was 
little concerned about how long 
it took to achieve that under- 
standing. As a result his publi- 
cations were dear and rigorous 
and invariably of substantial sig- 
nificance. 

Until her early death in 1965, 
he shared his keen interest in 
art, music and the theatre with 
his wife, Lois. His other recre- 
ations included chess and 
bridge, but conversation was his 
main pleasure. He was an at- 
tached member of one of the 
University Halls at Reading 


and up to very recently was a 
regular attender at guest nights. 
He also enjoyed conversation 
with friends over coffee. A typ- 
ical evening would start with 
conversation, but this would be 
followed by viewing a film from 
his collection of videos. His pref- 
erence was formusicais, come- 
dies and histories. It is perhra; 
not impertinent to speculate 
that he enjoyed these mainly as 
relaxation but also as bringing 
him from time to time, in a light- 
hearted way, echoes of his 
early years in Hungary. 

Charles M cCombie 

Bela Szigeti, physicist- bom Bu- 
dapest 2 August 1912; married 
1946 Lois Yearsley (deceased); 
died Reading 17 March 1996. 




BIRTHS 

ROSS: On 1 April 1996, to Mary < nev 
Keenan) and Michael KiDoran Ross, 
a son. Carlo Keenan Ross. 

SCHOFIELD: On Easier Sunday- 7 
April 1996. lo Susannah (nee Tuck- 
er) and the laie John Schofield. a 
daughter, Charlotte Katharine Lucy. 

DEATHS 

CLOUGH; Gordon. Writer and broad- 
caster, peacefully at home on 6 April 
aged 61. Much-towed husband of Cbr- 
olyn, father of Jonathan, Penny. 
Elizabeth and Eleanor, son of Arrniia, 
brother of Peter, grandfather and col- 
league. Funeral at St Mary Magda- 
lene. Wandsworth Common, Trinity 
Road, London SW 17 on Tuesday 16 
April at 2pm. Flowers to Mears & 
Cotierill, 01 SI -874 769S or donations 
c/a Dr Robert Wilson, National 
Heart and Lung Institute, Dove- 
house Street, London SW3 6NP. 

CUMMINGS: Trevor Wiliam, on 2 
April 1996, aged 39 years. A dearly- 
loved son, brother, nephew, cousin, 
unde, godfather and friend. Trevor 
will be sorely missed by nil who knew 
him. 

LAWS: David, died 4 April 1996. Well 
loved by an and sorely missed. Fa- 
ncral service nr CSiyof London Cre- 
matorium, Manor Pork, London E 12 
on Friday 12 April at 4.15. Family 
(towers only. Donations if desired to 
British Heart Foundation or Multi- 
ple Sclerosis Society. 


Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

♦ 

MOORE: Roy I first Headmaster of St 

Michael's C o; E High School, Char- 
ley). suddenly at bis home at Wesl- 
houghton, Bolton, On 2 April 1996. 
aged 70 jeans. His funeral service was 
held at St Michael and All Angels 
Parish Church, Nannerch, Flintshire, 
last Saturday, 6 April 1996. 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS {Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages. Deaths. Memo- 
rial services. Wedding anniversaries, 
In Metnoriami should be sent in writ- 
ing to the Gazette Editor The Inde- 
pendent, 1 Canada Square, Canary 
WharC London E14 SDL, telephoned 
to 0171-293 2011 (24-hour answering 
machine 0171-293 2012) or foxed to 
0171-293 3)10. and a re char ged at £&50 
a line (VAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
nouncements {notices, functions, 
Forthcoming marriages, Marriages) 
most be submitted in writing (or 
taxed) and are char ge d at £10 s line, 
VAT extra. They should be accompa- 
nied by a daytime telephone number. 

The Independent’s main switchboard 
number Is 0171-293 2000. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

DrJ.E.SaIe 
and DrCJ. Patient 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween i n linn, son of Mr and Mrs 
George Sale, of Meols, Wirral, and 
Chnrloite, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Stafford Patient, of Ipswich, Suffolk. 

Birthdays 

Miss Janet Allen, former Head- 
mistress, Bcnenden School. 60; Vis- 
count Budcmaster, former diplomat, 
75; Mr Joseph Bumeu-Stuart. former 
chairman, Robert Fleming Hold- 
ings. 66; Professor Raymond Carr, 
former Warden. St Antony’s College, 
Oxford, 77; Mr Gervase de Fever, 
clarinettist, 70; Sir Harold De VUle, 
former chairman , Meyer Inter- 
national. 71; Mr Clive Exton. 
scriptwriter, 66; Mr James Alan Her- 
man, director. British Board of Film 
Classification, 6&, Mr Ronald Fras- 
er, actor, 66; Miss JiD Gascoinc, ac- 
tress, 59; Mr Joel Grey, actor and 
singer, 64; Mr Michael Hindley, 
MEP, 49; Sir Robert Maclean, Hon- 
orary President, Stoddard Holdings, 
SS; Mr Derek Martin, actor, 6J; 
Dame Anne Poole, former chief 
nursing officer. Department of 


Health, 62; Mr Richard Wxinwright, 
former MP, 78; Professor Michael 
Wright, mechanical engineer and 
chairman, 600 Group, 49. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Marguerite (TAngc>uJ£me, 
Queen of Navarre, 1492; Sir John 
Eliot, parliamentarian, 1592; Chris- 
topher Smart, poet, 1722; James 
Parkinson, physician and palaeon- 
tologist, discoverer of Parkinson's 
Disease, 1755; Jean-Baptisie Isabey. 
miniature painter, 1767; George 
Canning, statesman, 1770; Manuel 
Josd Quintana, writer and politician. 
1772; Marie-Dearg Martin- Beaulieu, 
composer, 1791; Edward Everett, 
clergyman and statesman, 1794; Sir 
Henry Crcswickc Rawlinses, sol- 
dier and orientalist, 1810: Sir Charles 
Halid (Carl Halle), pianist and con- 
ductor, 1819; Ferdinand Lassafle, so- 
cialist, 1825; James Augustus Grant, 
travel writer and explorer, 1827; 
Wilier James Maequeen-Pope, 
theatrical historian, 1888; Dean 
Gooderham Acheson, lawyer and 
statesman. 1893; Gleinray Wescott, 
novelist and poet, 1901; Norman 
McLaren, film animator. 1914; Al- 
berto Ginas Lera, composer. 1916. 
Deaths: Liywriyn up lanvenh. Prince 
of 'Abies, 1240; Donato Brnmantc 
(d’Agnolo). architect, 1514; Sir 


Thomas Wyatt, conspirator, execut- 
ed 1554; Antoine Cqypel, painter, 
1661; Henry James Byron, play- 
wright, actor and editor, 1884; 
Charles Reade, novelist and play- 
wright, 1884; James Anthony Bailey, 
circus proprietor, 1906; Richard 
Harding Davis, journalist and nov- 
elist, 1916; Luther Burbank, “plant 
wizard", 1926; Sir Gerald Hubert Ed- 
ward Busson du Manner, actor and 
manager, 1934; Edgar Jcpson. nov- 
elist, 1 938; Freeman Wills Crofts, de- 
tective stoty writer, 1957; Marie Ney 
(Menzies), actress, 1981; Eisldne 
Caldwell, novelist, 1987. On this 
day: the French were victorious at die 
Battle of Ravenna, Italy, but their 
leader, Gaston de Foix. was killed, 
1512; Sir Thomas Fairfax was victo- 
riousaitbe Baltic of SAby during ihe 
English Civil War, 1644; William IQ 
and Mary II were crowned joint mon- 
azchs, 1689; the Ueaty of Utrecht was 
signed between France and England, 
ceding Gibraltar and Newfoundland 
to England, 1713; the Ueaty of 
Fontainebleau was signed, 1814: 
Napoleon abdicated, and was ban- 
ished to the Isle of Elba, 1814; Louis 
XVIfl acceded to the throne of 
France, 1814; Uganda was dedared 
a British Protectorate, 1894; Gustav 
Hamel, aviator, flew from Dover to 
Dunkirk and back nonstop, 1913; 
George Bernard Shaw's play Piy- 


motion opened in London, 1914; the 
International Labour Organisation 
was founded, 2919; the Stress Con- 
ference between Britain. France and 
Italy began, 1935; the musical show 
New Faces was first produced. Lon- 
don. 1940; a major “Witz" air raid was 
made over Coventry by German afr- 
craft 1941; the spacecraft Apollo 13 
blasted off from Cape Kennedy. 
1970; a skeleton discovered in Batin 
was stated to be definitely that of 
Martin Bonnaim, Hitler’s deputy, 
1974; the first London performance 
of the musical Blood Brothers was 
staged, 1983. Today is the Feast Day 
of St Barsan uphiu&. St Gemma Gal- 
gani, St Godeberu. St Guthlac. St 
Isaac of Spoleto and St Stanislaus of 
Cracow. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Mari Griffith, 
“Lost and Found (i): Titian, Nolime 
Tonga* ", 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Eileen 
Graham. “A Carpet of Spring and 
Paradise'', 230pm. 

Tiite Gallery: Mark Gisboume. 
“ ‘Beauty must be convulsive or not 
at alT: Surrealism in the 19305", lpm. 
National Portrait Gallery: Justin 
Nofan. * 'Sweet England's Pride is 
Gone': the life and death of the Earl 
of Essex 1566- J60T, 1,10pm. 


British Museum: Hilary Williams, 

Ickwmtfa: an Earl Kshop and a Neo- 
classical gasometer", 1.15pm. 

Royal Society of Literature, London 
W2: Miranda Seymour, “Graves, 
myth and war the development of 
Robert Graves as a poet", 7pm. 

Simon Dyer 1 

A Memorial Requiem Mass for Si- 
mon Dyer CBE, Director-General of 
the AA, wfli be celebrated by Car- 
dinal Basil Hume. Archbishop of 
Westminster, at the Brampton Ora- 
tory. Brampton Road. London SW7. 
on Monday 13 May at 1130am. 
Those wishing to aiurod should write 
to Mary Maddocks, AA, Norfolk 
House, Pnestley Road, B asings toke 
RG24 9NY, by 22 April 19%/Hck- 
eis wil] be issued. 

Dinners 

Chester Business Club 
Mr John Cole, former Political Ed- 
itor of the BBC. was the guest of 
honour and principal speaker at a 
dinner of the Chester Business Club 
iff. evening at Rowton 

Hall Hotel, Chester. Mr Philip Mc- 
Cortmcb. Club Chairman, presided. 
Mr Tom Hunt, Vice-President, and 
Mr Bob Ckmgh-Parker, Chib Sec- 
retary. also spoke. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

at Woles attends a piano 
recital mtud of the Vbiccs foundation, at 
me Royal Festival HaD, London SE1. The 
Royal, Patron, tin; Northern 
LagbUwusc Board, visits Sanda Light- 
house. Sanda. and Davaar lighthouse. 

nousc. Campbeltown, Kxmyrc. The Duke 
“ Wooctsttr opens the Buckingham 
Swrominjg Amt and Leisure Cfcnne, Buck- 
“gham. Princess Alexandre visits the 
Flajiti Unit, tfcrchHQl Hospital. Rochdate. 
Greater Manchester: as Patron, Anchor 
™*®uig Associatkm. opens the Pendleton 
Hey 

wooct, Rochdale. Greater Manchester 
mid vbus vh»e House, the Cancer Help, 
auvhx and Information Day Centre. Rfl>- 
btelon. Prow on. Lancashire. 

Changing of the GuareL 

Hk Household Cavalry Momued Rep- 
mciu mounts the Queen’s life Guard at 
Horse Guards. 1 Jam; 1st Battalion Webh 
Guards mounts the Queen's Guard, at 
Palace. 1 1 -Stain, band pro- 
vnJ cd by the Scots Guards. 


Wills 

Maud EUongtofl, of Kettering, 
Northamptonshire, left estate valued 
at £5,554,756 net. / 

Mr Gordon Widdmrst finlmen of 
Windlesham, Surrey, left estate val- 
ued at £3565,445 ncL 
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A fter today, the. Gov- : ETtE'S 

emment’s majority in the of the C( 

House of Commons wilJ be one. ^^^ Bughtbo wnon 3 
Already Julian Critchley, the onl-of- turned 
sorts Tbiy MP for Aldershot, has into a minority 

a.” But of course Sir by October. It would 
R^Botfrto most pubhdy rehio- lata deaths because by- 
tant membei^ tire parliamentary Con- elections are nowadays oosSo 


To^y; By-election Tor the vacant 
parliamentary seat of StaflbnJshlre Soutfi- 
tast. me seat became vacant with the 
of *e Conservative MP Sir David 
Ugntbown on 12 December. 


servarive party, is also ‘'it”. As are, indi- 
vidually, each of the Eurosceptic rebels 
who still organise as a "Group of FJghr 
on the Tbiy botches. As is any poten- 
tial Tbiy defector. 

Mr Gitahley is more significant than 
Sir Richard and the Eight, because he 

is on die One Nation - ok might almost 

say New Labour - wing of the Tbiy 
party. There are many other Conserv- 
atives who it can be imagined would be 
more comfortable with Tbny Blair as 
prime minister than Michael Ifortfllo. 
And after today, a Toiy defector can 
have the added gloiy of a paragraph in 
history to the effect that they wiped out 
John Major’s majority. Bor Mr Major’s 
majority will be wafer thin follo wing his 
•arty’s expected defeat in today’s 
Staffordshire South East by-election. 

Of course, James Callaghan ffafart 
parliamentary arithmetic and electoral 
gravity forjhree years after he lost his 
majority. (Who now remembers the role 
played in this by the defectors of 1976: 
John Stonehouse to the “English 
National Party” before his ex pntcin n 
from the Commons; John SiUars and 
John Robertson to the Scottish Labour 
Party?) 

But most of the time, Mr Callaghan 
had the support of the Liberals in a for- 
mal pacL This did not stem his govern- 
ment suffering embarrassing defeats - 
even being forced to cut income tax in 
1978 — but ensured he could not be 
brought down. He survived fewer than 
sax months after the Lib-Lab pact ended 
in the autumn of 1978. 

As Mr Major takes his penultimate 
step to minority government, the record 
of the past and the predictions of the 
future do not suggest that he can renrein 
in power until his preferred date for the 
next election, 1 May 1997, still just over 
12 months away. Even if there are no 
defectors longing for historical para- 
graph status, the ac tuari es tell us th at 
one Ibry MP can be expected to die 
every three months. This means the 
majority would disappear by July and be 


electrons are nowadays postponed for 
as tons as possible; it is the iron law of 
tins parliament that the Government 
cannot win by-elections. 

Almost the only thing that matters in 
Staffordshire South-East today is the 
size of the swing to Labour. It is likely 
to be less than the postwar record 29- 
point swing posted by Ian Pearson in 
Dudley "West - in many ways a similar 
Bi rmingha m overspill constituency- in 
December 1994. If the swing is greater, 
then the Conservatives are m very seri- 
ous trouble indeed. It would aiggest that 
the scare over BSE in beef had 
destroyed the Government’s patient 
efforts to rebuild its trust on the back 
of one of the more virtuous recoveries 
in recent economic history. 

But the real question is likely to be 
how far the movement to Labour falls 
short of this Blair honeymoon bench- 
mark. If Labour wins the seat with a 
majority of only a few thousand votes, 
it could suggest that the traditional link 
between the perfo rmance of the econ- 
omy and the popularity of the govern- 
ment was finally being restored. 

Afuller test of public opinion will be 
offered in the local elections on 
2 May -which give about half depop- 
ulation (and not including London, 
Scotland and Wales) the chance to 
deliver the Tories' animal drubbing. The 
issue for the past three years has been 
not whether the Tories will lose hun- 
dreds of seats, but did they do better or 
worse than last year? 

Whatever the outcome today and in 
three weeks’ time, it is unlikely to per- 
suade the Government to bring forward 
its plans for the next election. As in 1991, 
Mr Major is convinced that the longer 
he plays the election, the better his 
chances are. The fact that he feces a fun- 
damentally more difficult task than five 
years ago does not deter him from try- 
ing to make the best of his hand 

His government is not yet under 
immediate threat. Mr Qitddey may not 
like the idea of the Tbries promising a 
referendum on the single Euro- 


Next week: Probably a House of 
Commons debate on Ralltrack sell-off, 
which could spark a backbench rebellion. 


pean cur- 
rency, but he is 
unlikely to be offered the 
chance of a Commons vote on the 
matter. Next week. Labour intends to 
stage a debate on the sale of Raiftrack. 
But, despite yesterday’s surprise resig- 
nation of the franchise director for the 
privatised railways, Roger Salmon, there 
are no signs that the sale worries Tbiy 
MPs enough to bring down their gov- 
ernment. 

The question that dominates West- 
minster is: When Major loses his major- 
ity, what then? As in the 1970s, North- 
ern Ireland suddenly moves to the 
heart of the politics of the UK. Mr Blair 
has pursued a polity of bipartisanship 
from the moment of the IRA cease- 
fire in Aiigust 1994. and has oon- ; 
turned it since the ending of the ! 
ceasefire earlier this year. He has \ 
said he would not by to bring the ; | 
Government down over Northern | 
Ireland, and this has not changed & 
after the tempered criticisms of the 1 
Government made by Mo Mowlam, i 
Labour's Northern Ireland spokes- * 
woman, on Tbesday. 

If there is trouble for the Govern- 
ment over Northern Ireland, Labour 
wQl not be making it But the Ulster 
Unionists might. It was Jonathan 
Caines, recently special adviser to 
Northern Ireland Secretary Patrick 
Maybew, who suggested in a leaked 
document that the Unionists might see 
no reason to sustain the Government 
this autumn. Their voters are just as 
disillusioned with this government’s 
record on the economy andpublic ser- 
vices as voters in the rest of the coun- 
try. And if they are satisfied that Mr 
Blair is at least no more hostile to their 
interests than Mr Major, why wait? 

Relations between the Government 
and David Trimble’s 
Ulster — 


May 2 : Local elections in England. More than 10 
million electors can vote In the contests, seen as an 
important indicator of the public mood with little 
more than a year at most left of Parliament's term. 


Unionist Party 
were also soured by 
angry exchanges over the vote 
on the Scon report. All nine UUP MPs 
turned up to vote against the Govern- 
ment and it was only Tory Rupert Alla- 
son’s last-minute switch that carried the 
day by one vote. But the UUP resented 
accusations that they offered a deal in 
return for 


May 30: Elections to the Forum hi Northern 
Ireland. Debate on the Elections Bill will be 
fierce and may cause backbench revolt. 


orders 

Today Mr Major's majority is almost 
certain to be cut to one. 

John Rentoul 

exam ‘ nes how he 
will survive 


June 22-23: European Union summit of heads 
of government m Florence, Italy, might provoke 
more rebellion from backbenchers . 


September 22-26: Liberal Democrat 
party conference, Brighton. 


[September 25-28: Scottish National Party anm 
conference, Inverness. 


September 30-October 4c Labour Party conference, Blackpool. 



=■ I 


their 

votes. ^ 

Since then John 

Taylor, UUP deputy 

leader, has been making recklessly 

aggressive noises about bow little his 

party cares whether Mr Major survives 

or not 

Just the kind of friends Mr Major 
needs as he clings to the edge of his 
parliamentary precipice. 


October 8-11: Conservative Party conference, 
Bournemouth, a possible launch pad for a 
general election campaign. M A 


October 10: Possible general election date - 
party conferences would have to be scrapped. 
The economy may have picked up with strong 
consumer spending. 


On the grid, ready to go 


November 10-12: CBI conference, Harrogate. 


Candidates 

Conservative: Only 293 of 
641 non-Nortfiem Ireland 
seats have candidates. 
Labour. All but 16 carxfl- 
dates have been chosen. 
Liberal Democrat: Just over 
300 candidates ate In place. 

Ad Agencies 

Conservative: The key ajgpncy 
is MAC Saatchi, led by Mau- 
rice Saatchi, veteran of the 
past four Tory campaigns. • 
Labour BMP-DDB Need- 
ham, fed by Chris Powell, 
brother of Tony Blair's chief 
of staff, Jonathan Powell. 
Liberal Democrat: Knight 
Leach Delaney, the Delaney 
being Raid, vrfwwe brother 
Barry once made party polit- 
ical broadcasts for Labouc 


Campaign Teams 

Conservative: Chairman, Dr 
Brian Mawfanney, and Deputy : 
Prime Minister, Michael Hes- - ; 
eltine, are the man aids. For- - 1 
mer Express jounaSst Charles -I 
Lewlngtan presents. 

Labour Centrally. Peter Mam 
del son, Tony Blair's closest i 
adviser, who ran Labour's I 
1987 campaign. But for- i 
malty, Gordon Brown, John j 
Prescott and Robin Cook 
fead the campaign, pre- 
sented byAlasttdrCampbetl. 
Lfoeral Democrat Campaign 
chairman. . Lord Richard 
Holme, grve upfightfog Chel- 
tenham just before the Ub 
Dems won It Preparing the 
campaign is Alan Leaman, 
Mio says this time there will 
be “more of a team feel’. 
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November 14: Possible general election 1 
date - campaign would be launched at i 
the party conference. 1 


November 26: Budget Day (provisional). 






December 12: Possible general election date 
following an early tax-cutting budget 


April 4, 1997: Possible general election date - 
timed to coincide with the Budget tax-cutting I 
effects. • I 

May 1, 1997: The latest practicable general 1 
election date according to former party 
i strategists Andrew Lansfey (Cons) and Paul | 
Wheeler (Lab), and fells on the same day as the] 
county council elections. 


Graphic: Mark Hayman. Research: Anna Davies 
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Work at Harrods, 
if you’re French 

I am a tittle surprised as I peruse the 
French newspaper Le Figaro to see a 
large advertisement placed by Harrods, 
advertising for management staff in var- 
ious departments 
such as marketing, 
human resources, 
and other key 
strategic posts at the 
Knightsbiidge store- 
Applicants, whose 
relocation costs will 
be paid by the store, 
must already have 
proved themselves 
by having worked in 
u im envimmement dynamique.” 

Do the ranks of the British unem- 
ployed and the British “keen to change 
jobs” not include sufficient manage- 
ment whizz-kids with the requisite 
“dynamisme, liaedviti et motivation ' 1 , as 
the advert puts it? It also says that 
“notoe p/tisdenf” (erf Harrods, not Ranee) 
Mr AI Keyed (above) and his interna- 
tional co-workers are far-seeing; ‘foul the 
future is not only a vision; it is a reality. 

But'why does Mr Al Fayed, a voof- 
erons patriot; seek staff in France for 
the most quintessentiaBy British of 
stores? The Harrods public affairs 
director, Michael Cole, tells me: 
believe it is in thainterests of this coun- 
try to employ the best possible people, 
from all over the world. We employ in 
our workforce people from 54 sovereign 
stales. The man who runs the food haU 

is a German. Mr Ai Fayed has created 

a British institution of which we can all 
be proud "Maisoui. 


Cellulite? Moi? 

The Princes of Wales has in her time 
been accused of being paranoid, ° 
attempting to scupper her husband s 
chawyg of acceding to the throne and 
of having an affair with a well-known 
British sportsman. To all these accusa- 
tions she has main taine d a dignified 


silence. This week she was “accused” of 
having a cellulite problem. No royal ret- 
icence on this one. The next morning 
her indignant rebuttal of the claim was 
published on the front page of the 
Daily Mirror. A princess’s priorities ... 


Luwies in Lilliput 

The excellent adaptation of Gulliver's 
Travels on Channel 4 over Easter was a 
celebration of family values, I see. The 
director, Charles Sturridge, cast his 
wife, Phoebe Nicholls, as the Empress 
of Ulliput (they met when he directed 
Brideshead R evisisted, in which she 
played Cordelia). Their eldest child 
Thomas, played Gulliver’s son Tbm, and 
their toddlers Matilda and Arthur 
appeared as infant Lilliputians. 

“Tt was an exploitative decision by me 


to use Thomas," Mr Sturridge tells 
Harpers & Queen with a delightfully 
luvvyish overstatement, “I knew I bad a 
very difficult thing to achieve with that 
part, and I knew he could do it” As well 
as family Sturridge dominating the cast 
list, there should also have been a credit 
for Mr Sturridge ’s tutor at Oxford, Peter 
Bailey. When be was IS, Sturridge wrote 
an essay cm “The Satire of Gulliver’s Trav- 
els''. Mr Bailey wrote on it: “A competent 
survey. May be of use to you later.” 


Save us from Rolf 

I demand an organisation dedicated to 
saving classic rock music from cover ver- 
sions. Playwrights and their estates can 
refuse to lease the rights to applicants 
they don’t fancy. Film studios have 
rights over their productions. But no 
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'depfotkai of heroin use 
of drags’". So - 
ffldjtouTIonlyeBd t^5 
®ty tate, after al. 


such safeguards exist when it comes to 
covering pop songs. And so, watch out 
later this month for Rolf Harris’s very 
own version of Queen’s “Bohemian 
Rhapsody", with wobble board replac- 
ing Freddie Mercury’s operatic cries of 
“scaramouch”. Any more plans Rolf? 
“Strawberry Fields Forever" complete 
with didgeridoo perhaps? 


Amphibious amour 

Remember Simon 77 

Smith and his 1 ^ 

amazing dancing 

bear? This is Ken Ag SMjr 

Livingstone’s amaz- 

ing dancing toad. iacflL r 

The Brent East MP 

is one of a number \ 

of personalities who 

have created paint- 

ings or drawings to 

be auctioned for the wildlife charity 
Care For The Wild. The Liberal leader, 
Paddy Ashdown, has drawn a bison, to 
enhance his hardy outdoor image, pre- 
sumably. But does Mr Livingstone’s 
painting “Dancing Toad - Young at 
Heart” mean he has transferred his 
affections from the collection of newts 
he keeps in his London garden pond? 
“No," ne tells me, “but newts are not as 
colourful as toads, and toads have more 
expressive feces,” I sense there’s a son- 
net as weO as a painting lurking in the 
Livingstone breast 


Winning ways 

Great seduction techniques of our time: 
Michael Winner, film director, restau- 
rant critic and charmer, tells the new 
edition of Take A Break magazine: “I 
tend to say ‘Come on, let’s get a move 
onT And they say, ‘I don’t know you well 
enough.’ and 1 say: ‘Well, Tm at my best 
now, but in a couple of weeks youll hate 
me because Fli be going downhill.’” It’s 
a wonder any girl can resist. 
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IKS promotion runs from 
1st April -31 st May 1996 
on aB new purchases of Miele laundry 
products, dishwashers, refrigeration 
and built-in cooking appliances 


Contact 01 235 5S4488 
for full details and Miele Stockists. 
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Questions the 
lottery must face 


L isten lo Virginia Bottom! ey. the Sec- 
retary of State for National Heritage, 
. „ and you would think that everything in the 
lush garden which has grown up around 
the National Lottery is wonderful It’s not 
She fudged the serious allegations made 
last year by the entrepreneur Richard 
r Branson against the parent company of 
the lottery operator, CameloL But the 
‘"questions about what has become so 
~ familiar a part of daily life for so many will 
not go away. The way scratchcards are 
.'Working poses fundamental questions 
" r . about the lottery: she is obliged to the mil- 
lions who pour money into the competi- 
lion to answer them. 

The principle of a lottery, most of the 
proceeds of which flow into "good 
- causes” is a good one. Without iL the feel- 
good factor deficit would be even bigger, 
c The enthusiasm with which people young 
and old. high and mighty, join in the 
: weekly draw is spontaneous and genuine. 
But doubts surround the way the lot- 
tery is practised. This is public money, lit- 
, t erally if not officially. The way it is col- 
* lectcd and distributed demands scrutiny. 

Yet the official scrutineer. Oflot, under the 
~ leadership of the ineffective Peter Davis, 
" is not trusted asa regulator should be. The 
minister responsible - the ever-smiling 
. Mrs Bottomley - must accept thau after 
IS months, there are aspects of the oper- 
ation of the National Lottery she does not 
know enough abouL such as the sale of 
- . scratchcards to young people. It Is time she 
set up a review, for even if she does not 
. think she needs information and assess- 
l-.mcnt, we, the punters, do. 

The agenda for such a review begins 
. with scratchcards. By law. Oflot must not 
licence any game that encourages "exces- 


sive gambling". That is imprecise, but 
anecdote suggests Instants do encourage 
patterns of play and spending which warp 
the original conception of the National 


. Lottery'. Why is anecdote all we have to 
. go on'.’ Because Oflot has not bothered 


to find out who bets on scratchcards: it 
has, dll recently, done virtually no mon- 
itoring or research. Reports suggest chil- 
dren are avid buyers of the cards. The 
police are worried. Yet no action has been 
taken, perhaps because the Home Office, 
responsible for gambling and charities, 
does not even seem to be talking to the 
Department of National Heritage. 

After that comes the distribution of lot- 
tery hinds. After a rocky start, the lottery 
grants boards are up and running well 
But are the respective shares of sports, 
arts, heritage and charities right? More 
money should go to help the poorer, for 
that would mitigate the lottery's regres- 
siveness. That is not to say the geo- 
graphical distribution of funds highlighted 
in this week's report from the Directory 
of Social Change is skewed. Some of its 
figures for per capita receipt of lottery 
money are meaningless since they are not 
weighted for the fact big arts companies 
are concentrated in London. They do not 
allow either for the fact the lottery boards 
can only pay out if applications are made. 
Some parts of the country and some 
deserving groups have been backward in 
coming forward. (The review ought to 
study Die cost of making grant applica- 
tions and whether procedures can be 
simplified.) 

The other main object for the review 
should be the lottery’s commercial basis. 
Camelot pic is a monopolist Oflot s task 
of assessing its costs and profits is made 
all the more difficult because it lacks 
directly comparable data. Is that situation 
immutable? All the other regulators, 
even the director-general of Water Ser- 
vices, are making efforts to bring com- 
petition to bear, however haltingly, on 
monopoly suppliers. Camelot pic may 
have a contract with several years to ran, 
but that must not make it imm une from 
question and challenge. The lottery is suc- 
cessful and strong enough to withstand 
some more probing. 


London needs 
a mayor 


T he city slate is being reborn across 
Europe. The city is one beneficiary of 
the weakening power of the nation state, 
.. as power passes upwards to supra-national 
* institutions like the European Union and 
" down to local and regional bodies. Cities 
are the hubs of the modern global econ- 
omy, where transport and culture, busi- 
.■ ness and public services come together to 
create an environment attractive to 
international investment, whether from 
. companies or tourists. 

Any nation that lacks a strategy to 
develop its cities to the full is at a disad- 
_ vantage. That is just where Britain is, and 
no more so than London. It is not difficult 
r ro feel a sense of frustration, despair even, 
i visiting a European city such as Barcelona, 
to witness the way that culture and sport, 
entertainment and history, regional iden- 
. tity and politics, the private and the pub- 
* lie sectors mesh together to create a place 
i that has a sense of purpose. 

London is a city that has stalled. There 
1 is no sense of London-wide initiative, no 
: sense of spirit and little sense of pride. 

• There is development - Southwark coun- 
' cil for instance, has done a good job help- 
! mg to promote a cultural area on the 
I south bank of the Thames. There are 
' interesting proposals: the architect Sir 
, Richard Rogers has devised a splendid 
■ plan to create a pedestrian area sweep- 
s' ing down from Trafalgar Square to the 


Thames. But all too often these are lone 
voices. 

What London lacks is a focus and a 
voice for what are genuinely its interests. 
The Labour Party yesterday came op with 
some sensible, cautions proposals to cre- 
ate a Greater London Authority, a directly 
elected authority the members of which 
would take the place of Whitehall palace- 
men and women on the boards and quan- 
goes that now largely run London-wide 
services. Much power would be left in the 
bands of the boroughs. 

As a plan to avoid the excesses of old 
Labour loony leftism, this is all well and 
good. But it does not go far enough. In par- 
ticular. Labour should come out and 
dearly back the idea of creating a directly 
elected mayor for London and other dries. 
This is not a panacea: it would create its 
own problems. But what London lacks 
more than anything is a voice and a focus 
for its sense of identity and purpose. The 
election of a mayor, who would then be 
responsible for representing London and 
fighting for its interests in lire wider world, 
would be an excellent way to provide both 
voice and focus. The creation of directly 
elected mayors for all large cities would 
re invigorate local democracy and enliven 
drab urban politics with leaders of poten- 
tial dout and perhaps some personality. So, 
as usual Mr Blair, don't smother your 
instincts in caution; shock us, be bold. 


THE 
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It’s a bit early for a comeback, isn’t it?’ 


■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Green farming systems can revive the countryside 


Sir One further point to your valu- 
able debate on whether UK Farm- 
ing pic can "go green”. Rural peo- 
ple and jobs are vital to maintain 

viable rural communities, services 
and culture. The reasons for the 
decline seen in many rural areas 
are complex but one of the most 
pressing implications is the loss of 
rural employment The UK farm 
workforce has shrunk from 21 per 
cent in 1841 to an average of 2.1 
per cent in 1995, the second low- 
est figure in the OECD member- 
ship. It is set to drop even further. 

The BSE saga has huge impli- 
cations for rural workers. The 
intensive farm systems behind BSE 
have let down not only consumers 
and the environment but also rural 
communities. In future they should 
not be relied upon to provide a sta- 
ble rural employment base. 

It is possible to alter the 
dynamics such that new and 
improved farm and rural job sce- 
narios are created. Green farm- 
ing systems can create job oppor- 
tunities. Low-input farms such as 
oiganicand mired are, by nature, 
more labour intensive and are 
associated with on-farm process- 
ing, local marketing and other 


activities (one study found 19 per 
cent greater employment on Ger- 
man organic farms). Landscape 
and woodland management 
requires local labour and 
enhances local incomes. Such 
systems are often associated with 
better environmental protection. 

Sustainable agriculture will be 
a reality when a working, healthy 
environment is created. The 
obstacles to this are many but the 
UK could and must take the lead. 

Vicki Hird 
Sustainable Agriculture 
Food and Environment 
London SW1 


Europe for our percentage of 
organic farming. Before it is too 
late let us hope we can start mov- 
ing towards the top. 

H J Mackerras 
London NW8 


Sin Your feature on the potential 
for “British farming to go green” 
was excellent (9 April). 

The crunch comes when every 
consumer faces up to the impact 


in actual terms, could be suffi- 
cient to trigger a reaction with 
another residual chemical and 
cause the health breakdowns that 
now afflict so many in our soci- 
ety. Eating organic food is a wise 
investment 

Oliver Dowding 
Shepton Montague, 
Somerset 


Sin Where on earth does Yvette 


that their purchasing decisions Cooper do her "organic” shop- 
have on how the purchase is pro- ping? In my experience (with 
duced. They can also make sire the exception of the odd batch of 


Sin Congratulations on your 
“Comment” page (9 April). All 
five articles are refreshingly to the 
point. How wonderful if we could 
have a government to support 
organic far ming by changing the 
structure of agricultural subsidies. 
We would all benefit so much if 
graduaUy the evil side-effects of 
chemicals and pesticides were to 
be removed. Doubtless in time 
the national health bill would fall 
noticeably too. 

How shaming that we are 
almost at the bottom of the list in 


it causes minim al pollution, both 
through transport and packaging, 
to name but two issues. 

Some consumers may only 
consider the extra cost of an 
organic item versus its "conven- 
tional” rival. Others, and J sug- 
gest that they are the wise ones, 
see through the “cheapness” of 
the latter and appreciate the 
costs it imposes on all of society 
in cleaning up water, soil and air, 
not to mention human health. 

Like many others, I prefer the 
imperfect shape orskm texture of 
food, knowing that the alternative 
probably carries a chemical 
residue, which although minute 


old, unsold over-priced produce) 
organic vegetables are generally 
attractive, radiant regular and of 
good colour with superior taste. 

To state that "organic vegeta- 
bles are ugly, smaller, grab-filled 
and not beautiful” is untrue and 
a load of old composL - • - 

Nigel Jones 
London W1 


Sin My small farm of 27 hectares 
was more or less organic when my 
father came here nearly 50 years 
ago. We would never have sur- 
vived had it stayed that way. 

Philip Fry 
Chippenham, Wiltshire 


North Korea bullies Seoul voters 


Sin Given the recent events in the 
Korean peninsula, one must start 
to worry about the way Far East- 
ern Communist countries per- 
ceive the course of democratic 
voting. Can they really believe 
that their military threats are 
going to produce a situation 
which benefits them? 

Both China’s live ammunition 
tests and North Korea's grum- 
blings over the settlement of 
1953 have been timed to coincide 
with the legislative or presiden- 
tial elections of their antago- 
nists. Also, it is obvious that the 
reason for these threats was to 
attempt to influence the voting 
patterns. In Taiwan. Chinese 
manoeuvres produced a justified 
resentment, which led to the 
rejection of the candidate China 


wished to see. In South Korea 
too, it seems likely that the New 
Korea Party of Kim Young Sam 
has returned from the electoral 
abyss thanks to the North’s dying 
to push him further down. 

In neither of these places do 
the Communist authorities wish 
to see war. and it would be unwise 
of them to flout Western opinion 
and money. North Korea not so 
long ago was appealing for mas- 
sive food aid to prevent starva- 
tion, from Japan, from America, 
and from her prospective enemy. 
South Korea. 

Let us hope that Communist 
planners win recognise the failure 
of any policy to intimidate polit- 
ically aware free voters. 

Donald Stark 
London SW1 
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Devaluation is a fool’s paradise 


How to do a three-point turn in court 


T oday / bring you more of the fas- 
cinating High Court case in which 
Mr Sidney Delba stands accused of 
more than 6.000 parfdng offences, , 
which is believed to be a world record 
{ not counting offences committed by 
diplomats and embassy chauffeurs). 



Counsel: So, Mr Delba. if I may sum 
up the case so far, you stand accused 
of leaving your car in a parking space 
in or near Kensington High Street for 
a period of over two years? 
Defendant: I think that sums it up 
fairly well. 

Counsel: In a space marked 
“DISABLED ONLY”? 

Defendant: That is so. 

Counsel: With a ghastly green plastic 
baby chair on the back seat? 
Defendant: Correct. 

Counsel: And a Frisbee and a pair of 
trainers? 

Defendant: I believe so.... 

Judge: May I inquire whether learned 
counsel has any purpose in detailing 
the contents of this car? Are we 
going to be taken through an itemised 
tour of the glove compartment? 
Counsel: No, my lord. I am simply 

lulling the defendant into a feeling of 
false security with a series of easy 
questions so that when I finally bowl 
him (he inswinger. he doesn't see it 
coming. 


MILES KINGTON 


I also wish to paint a picture of the 
defendant as an able-bodied man 
who has children and goes jogging, 
and is the last person who should 
deprive disabled people of their park- 
ing spaces, and thus turn the court 
against this evil monster. 

Judge: Fair enough. 1 shall enjoy 
tbaL Carry on. 

Counsel: So, Mr Delba, you go jog- 
ging? You enjoy the open air life? You 
have Frisbees at the ready wherever 
you go? 

Defendant: Yes, indeed. I also find it 
deters car thieves to see such value- 
less objects lying around in a car. 
Counsel: You are not, though, what 

one might call disabled? 

Defendant: Not In a Panglossian 
sense. 

Judge: What sense is that? 
Defendant: Pangloss was the non- 
cponvmous hero of Voltaire’s work, 
Candide, m’lord. He was a philoso- 


pher who maintained that all was for 
the best in the best of all possible 
worlds. 

Judge: That is clearly nonsense. If all 
was for the best, we would not have 
Michael Howard as Home Secretary. 
Defendant: Of course it is nonsense, 
my lord. But Pangloss would have 
said that all disablement is for the 

best. 

Judge: Would he have said that 
Michael Howard is all for the best? 
Defendant: Pan gloss was only a fic- 
tional character, my lord. But I feel 
sure that his creator, Voltaire, would 
have taken a dim view of Mr Michael 
Howard. 

Judge: How can you be so sure? 
Defendant: During his life, my lord, 
Voltaire was forced to flee from 
France, after publishing some works 
critical of the establishment, and take 
refuge in England, where he found a 
safe asylum. 1 fear he might have felt 
that this would have been harder with 
Michael Howard in charge of the 
Home Office. 

Judge: Hmm . We seem to have 
strayed from ... What is the case 
about? 

Counsel: Leaving a car for two years 
in a "Disabled Only” space, mlud. 
May I ask you, Mr Debla. what form 
your disablement takes? 

Defendant: I am dyslexic. 


Counsel: In what sense? 

Defendant: In the usual sense. I get 
letters in the wrong order. 

Judge: You mean, you gel the final 
demand first and the bill later??! 
Counsel: Very droll, mlud. 
Defendant: Well, I don’t think that is 
at all funny! How can a judge make 
caustic comments about the defen- 
dant which, coming from a defendant 
about a judge, would have him liable 
to contempt of court? 

Judge: Are you accusing me a com- 
mitting contempt of court? 
Defendant: Yes. 

Judge: Hmm. Thai’s a new one on 
me. I don't think a judge can actually 
commit contempt of his own court. 
It’s like the Queen being accused of 
lese-majesu*. Or God being accused of 
blasphemy. Til have to think about 
this one. 

Defendant: Look, could we PLEASE 
get on with this case? My car is 
parked in an “Ambulance Only’’ space 
outside and I can’t leave it there all 
day. 

Judge: Court is adjourned. Let us 
hear in 20 minutes, after Mr Delba 
has moved his car, how dyslexia jus- 
tifies parking in the wrong place. I 
shall look forward to that 


Tomorrow - the final thrilling instal- 
ment of this trend-setting court case. 


Sin In an otherwise enjoyable 
article ("‘Singled out: the case for 
going in”, 3 April), you foil to pro- 
vide an adequate rebuttal of the 
Eurosceptic argument that inside 
a single currency the British gov- 
ernment would "hand over con- 
trol of monetary policy to 
Europe” (the Case for Staying 
Out). In so doing, you perfectly 
illustrate that the pro-European 
majority in Britain has been 
forced onto the defensive over 
the issue of sovereignty. 

It is vital that the debate over 
EMU is conducted in a way relat- 
ing to the world as it is, not as 
some would like to remember iL 
With an increasingly globalised 
economy, the abandonment of 
the assumption that governments 
can “manage" their economies 
ought to be accompanied by the 
discrediting of the idea that 
national sovereignty over eco- 
nomic policy is genuinely 
possible. 

In reality, far from being an 
abrogation of sovereignty, British 
participation in EMU can only 
result in creating a wider Euro- 


pean sovereignty over the Euro- 
pean economy. The current situ- 
ation whereby British interest 
rates are set by the actions of the 
Bundesbank would be replaced 
by a situation where Britain had 
equal status in the European 
central bank, giving us the oppor- 
tunity to participate in the setting 
of our interest rates. 

As for retaining the option of 
devaluation, you are right to 
imply that this is a fool’s paradise. 
Devaluation is simply a facade 
behind which people can shy 
away from carrying out required 
economic reforms, as well as 
providing scant incentive for 
trade unions to exercise restraint 
in wage bargaining. It must surely 
be obvious by now that the most 
successful economies are those 
that do not devalue. 

If those who oppose British 
participation in EMU have con- 
cluded that Britain's future lies in 
continued devaluation, they 
should surely rethink their 
position. 

Spencer Livermore 
London N4 


Entitlements for 
railway staff 


Sin I find it surprising that Rail- 
track’s new arrangements for travel 
by rail while on duty should lead 
to the conclusion that railway staff 
will lose their existing entitlements 
to concessionary travel for leisure 
and traveUo-work purposes. 

The opposite is the case. The 
Government promised during the 
passage of the railway privatisation 
legislation that concessionary staff 
travel, an entitlement provided 
through contracts of employment, 
would be safeguarded. That com- 
mitment has been met Arrange- 
ments are in place for those staff 


employed prior to I April 1996. 

idanti 


together with dependants and 
retired staff to continue to use 
their entitlements. 

In general, however, railway 
staff wfll no longer be able to use 
their concessionary travel docu- 
mentation for duty travel. In 
future, employers wfl! need to pur- 
chase tickets or some other form 
of authority for travel on duty. 

John Watts 
Minister for Railways 
and Roads 
Department of Transport 
London, SW1 


Legacy of care 
for the old 


Sin Polly Toynbee (8 April) com- 
plains that John Major “promises 
new schemes to allow the old to 


Pre-election 
tax planning 


Sin Recent research conducted 
tty KPMG (Succession Planning 
Survey. April 1996) suggests that 
the majority of business owners, 
while aware of the benefits of tax 
planning, have done little to max- 
imise the potential gain from 
existing opportunities; 

That, andnot a desire to spec- 
ulate on what a future Labour 
government’s tax policies might 
be, is the rationale behind our 
recent series of pre-election tax 
planning seminars. Far from 
wishing to frighten our clients 
into taking action (leading article, 

9 April) KPMG believes its duty 
lies m advising its clients and oth- { 
ers of the tax implications of a 
number of possible post-election 
scenarios, not just those of a 
Labour administration. 

As professional tax advisers, 
that is our clear and obvious 
responsibility and one which we, 
as a strictly apolitical firm, have 
routinely undertaken in the run- 
up to previous general elections. 

Ian Barlow 
Head ofT2ix,KPMG 
London EC4 


Sir The accountancy profession 
has left it much too late to offer 
advice about avoiding excessive 
tax burdens (“ Weatihy learn how 
to beat Labour tax threat", 9 
April ). The present government 
already collects a higher propor- 
tion of national income in taxation 
than was ever the case under the 
previous Labour administration. 

Nigel Wilkins 
London SW7 


Gay teachers 7 
school outing 


Sin On Sunday, for the first time 


in eight years, the National Union 


U1U IU 

Keep uieir property instead of 
spending it on care if they have 
to go into nursing homes". She 
believes that personal wealth 
should be used to pay for care 
rather than burden taxes, and I 


am inclined to agree. 

Further, this ats iU with John 


runner, HUS Sits lU With John 
Major’s other expressed wish - to 
get nd of inheritance tax. This 


e*-* i/i uiuentance tax. This 
would make inheritance a lottery. 
Those who died without need ins 
long-term care would be able to 

pass on all their wealth, but those 

who spent a long time in care 

£10000 CaVe °° lhing beyond 
Would it not be better to have 
an effective inheritance lax and 
use it to pay (or part pay) for care 
of those who need it? A society 
in which inheritance becomes 
more and more significant risks 
increasing the already highly 
damaging wealth differences K 
the country. u 

G W Alderton 
Helsby 
Cheshire 


of Ibacheis held a debate on les- 
bian and gay equality- Despite 
minor differences on. the most 
appropriate union structures to 
oversee the project, speakers 
(including Executive members^ 
were unanimous in. their support * 
for an annual gay teachers’ con- 
ference, local support networks 
and backing teachers who choose 
to come out at school. . 

The following mornin g the 
right-wing tabloids were lull of pre- 
dictable. homophobic outrage- I 
had expected thaL What I had not 
ex pected was the total silence of 
supposedly “gay-friendly” papers 
like your own. If you do shar e our 
commitment to building- a more 
tolerant community, why not find 
space to welcome initiatives such 
as this one. If only more young chil- 
dren are able to go through school 
aware that many of the adults they 
meet there and whom they know 
respect are lesbian or gay, we 
rrayyctseeanendtotherprejudice 
that has blighted the lives u>f so 
man y people for sotnanyyears. - 
Geof Elungham ’ 
SchooTsOut 
London WC1 


Good boys 



Trir; Uieir mother saysa 

l Mum puts dent in rock band’* 
wud man image", 6 April). Par- 
don me for being sceptical! More 
amusing are the calls otvarious 
*?ry MPs, demanding the musi- 
cians are brought to justice- DonX-: 
these Mps realise that.the£ 
snouid be congratulating the 
Conservative Party that at least 
two people in this country i**® 
converted from lives > oi- petty 

erime to successful careers- 1 - 1 ' 

Dr Kevin WS&nHV* 
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comment 


A public finance scandal in the making 

private partnership approach is a shabby way for politicians to claim the credit but avoid the rec konin g 


H ere is a journalistic conspiracv- 
meonst’s guide to what son of 

“ government. 
Look first far wheezes that allow big 
spradmgwfaere there wasn’t big spencE 

mg before - one thinks of the gush of 
shmynw headquarters, car fleets and 
refurbishment that followed the estab- 
lishment of hospital trusts and aav- 
- eminent agencies. 

Look next for a bland cross-party 
consensus about some fashionable 
idea - a sure sign of looming disaster 
The vogue for kOIing off grammar 
schools and building tower blocks are 
obvious examples. And remember, 
third, that most serious problems 

seem, at first sight, to be too boring and 

complicated for normal people to con- 
ce ntra te on - military helicopter pro- 
curement; the details of the Child Sup- 
port Agency; public interest immunity 
certificates. 

Now, it may just be me, but is it not 
mildly alarming that the Private 
Finance Initiative sets off each of these 

three alarm bells? It allows government 
v ministers to announce spen ding that 
they couldn't otherwise have sanc- 
tioned -£5bn of bridges, hospitals and 
computer systems so far. It is a wheeze 
that is keenly supported by everyone 
from Tory right-wingers to, in a slightly 
different form. Labour’s John Prescott. 
And it is, at first sight, complex and dull 
(and second sight, and third). 

But it is important. We must pour 
ourselves another coffee and concen- 
trate. The basic idea is simple. In the 
past, governments paid private com- 
panies to build things, such as schools 
or roads. The bill was footed by the 
taxpayer. 

Under the PFI the private sector 
doesn't just cany out a contract given 



ANDREW MARR 


8 pvemment department it 
raises the money, manages and designs 
the project, and then helps to run it. 

iui-l Sfa * e ' w hich because of ri gh t 
public borrowing targets couldn't have 
raised the money itself, gets the project 
and pays the private company what is. 
in essence, a rent for using the facilities 

The pnvate sector digs deeper into 
the ownership and management of 
Hungs that were once wholly under the 
control of 'the state. It is a son of ~ 

We are bein S offered 

reasons. But it allows government to public investment Oil 
take the political credit for buildings , . 

and investments that, without private hire purchase terms 
involvement, wouldn't have happened. 

The Tory left and the Labour Party likes " 

it for that reason. 

And, part}' instincts aside, the PFI 
has some genuine merits. When the 
slate simply paid the bills, we saw 
appalling examples of cost overruns, 
over-lavish outfitting and sheer man- 
agerial incompetence. The new British 
Library is a good example, and most 
areas of Britain have hospitals ihat took 
far too long lo build and cost hideously 
more than expected. Under the PFI, 
the idea is that the private contractor 
shoulders more of the risk. If a bridge 
needs to be resurfaced after five years, 
the private partner pays. 

But there are two or three obvious 
catches. Though risks can be neatly 
apportioned on paper (a duly complex 
business) in the end a government can- 
not walk away from serious cock-ups in 
services bought on behalf of the pub- 
lic If a bridge collapses or a hospital 
has to be closed there are public 
duties on ministers and public costs that 
no contract will eradicate. 

Cock-ups aside, the PFI may anyway 


cost the taxpayer more than ordinary 
public spending. The state can borrow 
more cheaply than private companies 
through the gill market, so the financ- 
ing costs of these projects would be 
lower. True, this big benefit may be 
overwhelmed by the added efficiency 
of private management, and the trans- 
fer of risks to the private sector. 

But no one knows. A recent paper 
from the merchant bank BZW said: 
“This may or may not be true, but it will 
be some time before the taxpayer 
really knows whether they have had a 
good deal or not ..." Furthermore, as 
BZW also pointed out, the PFI fe essen- 
tially a postponement of public spend- 
ing. Taxpayers still shell out by paying 
a rend the money just gets spent later 
than it would have done. 

Who is supposed to make the diffi- 
cult balancing calculation between the 
lower costs of ordinary public spend- 
ing and the possible efficiency gains 
from private sector management of a 
project? Answer the permanent sec- 


retaries running each department, 
under pressure from ministers who 
want to be able to announce new 
projects. 

There seems to be risk for everyone 
except the hero-today, gone-tomorrow 
politician, who gets the political credit 
now, secure in the knowledge that any 
final reckoning will be postponed until 
after he or she has retired. No wonder 
politicians, irrespective of party alle- 
giance, are so keen. 

Under a government that has made 
a virtue of trying to pay back the 
national debt to lift the burden from 
future generations of taxpayers, this 
seems a short-term, even shabby, 
approach to spending. And since the 
PFI is bound to spending create com- 
panies dependent on such work, it will 
also creale a new lobby for public 
spending. Whatever this is. it isn’t pub- 
lic spending without tears. 

Nor are the potential problems lim- 
ited to the expense and new upward 
pressures for government spending. 
There are also serious policy questions. 
One recent PFI proposal to hand the 
power over court committal work - 
who stands trial where and when - to 
a private computer company was only 
stopped after angry intervention by 
judges and Opposition politicians. 

Another proposal, for the use of pri- 
vate capital to fund air traffic control 
was attacked last week by the chief 
executive of National Air Traffic Ser- 
vices, because a pnvate sector opera- 
tor would buy different equipment 
which could affect the efficiency of the 
system. If a private sector company is 
managing a hospital, even the non-din- 
ical bit, doesn't that have implications 
for bed use? And so on. The PFI seems 
lo roe to txy to disentangle management 


and money, on the one hand, from 
effective political power on the other; 
and this is not posable. 

Strangely, it may seem, those Trea- 
sury officials who held a briefing last 
week about the PFI will be delighted 
by this scepticism. Their pleasure 
comes from the fact that up to now the 
much-vaunted initiative, which dates 
back to November 1992, has been gen- 
erally regarded as a Majorite damp 
squib, another bureaucratic-sounding 
hiss of deflating air. 

. Actually, though, the PFI is begin- 
ning to take off. Projects from the 
Channel tunnel rail link to the Skye 
bridge, from a new £25 Om hospital in 
Edinburgh to the other examples given 
above are beginning to tumble out of 
Whitehall. Initial caution from the 
Treasury and traditionalist ctvQ servants 
is crumbling under the political pres- 
sure of a government constrained in 
how much it can borrow yet as keen as 
any government to make announce- 
ments about shiny new buildings. 

So this is just the moment to become 
mildly alarmed. We, taxpayers and 
users of services, are effectively being 
offered public investment on hue pur- 
chase terms, in a system that will pass 
real powers from the state bureaucracy 
to private companies and in which lines 
of accountability are further blurred. 

The complexity of the issues and the 
forbidding thicket of initials are enough 
to keep most people away from this 
subject But a good conspiracy theorist 
would expect that the public spending 
scandals of 2010 are being batched 
now, deep in the bowels of the PFI. 
And, however unfashionable it may be 
to say so, recent experience of govern- 
ment shows that the conspiracy theo- 
rists are often quite right. 


The new anti-porn weapon is shame. 
Will it wobble Smith’s off the top shelf? 


T here is something shocking 
about magazines. One wall 
of every newsagent is covered 
with them - lurid, gleaming, 
overlapping ranks promising a 
near-infinity of choice, each 
one with a cover subtly designed 
to seduce the woman, the 
angler, the car freak and, with 
curves, rubber, leather and lace 
along the top shelf, the man. 

So familiar is this brilliantly 
coloured spectacle that we 
hardly notice it other than as a 
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kind of puzzle picture in which 
we explore the newsagent’s 
mind to discover where he 
might have put the one mag we 
wanL Yet seen as a whole, it is 
a cultural event as diverse and 
compendious as television or 
advertising. 

WH Smith, which as whole- 
saler supplies about a third of 
all newspapers and magazines, 
is clearly in the habit of seeing 
this coloured wall as a single, 
homogeneous mass. Under its 
“box-out" system it provides 
20,000 independent newsagents 
with a more or less undifferen- 
tiated mass of magazines. Some 
80 of these titles are porno- 
graphic, a selection made by the 
company from the 300 to 400 
published. In its own shops 
Smith, true to its respectable 
image, sells only four porn 
titles, but, as anonymous whole- 
saler, it goes further. 

Others see the wall of maga- 
zines- as possessed of more 
detailed moral significance. At 
Smith's last amrual meeting the 
f . Campaign Against Pornogra - 

L*v pby protested against the box- 

” 4 out sys te m as a way of dumping 

C on retailers whether they 
ftornot And now a group 
called Pom Free Newsagents 
and .Convenience Stores _ is 
putting pressure on WH Smith 
to offer ret a ilers a dearer choice 
not to se0 pornography- Pom 
Free was set up by Haamdy Sba- 
heen, an Egyptian newsagent, 

who says he wants WH Smith 
“to start behaving like its fam- 
ily business image”. 



On the rack? Campaigners want WH Smith to behave according to its traifitional ‘family image’ 


Hulton Getty 


education and the author of the 
hugely successful The Book of 
Virtues, simply pointed out to 
executives of Time Warner, the 
biggest media group in the 
world, the awfulness of much of 
its violent and sex trash output 
Time Warner, he says, was puz- 
zled. The executives could not 
grasp that they were being 
asked rather than coerced. The 


demand for restraint on what is 
released on video. That is a 
familiar exercise of power, the 
kind of moral pressure head 
office can understand. 

The Bennett approach is to 
ask the executives what kind of 
people they are. Do they want 
to be remembered as god- 
fathers of a violent porno- 
graphic society? The question 


In response the company has 
improved its system for allow- 
ing retailers to opt out of 
receiving some titles. In its old 
form this system failed regularly 
- embarrassingly it kept send- 
ing Shaheen porn mags how- 
ever often he protested. 

But of course, Smith will still 
offer its 80 pom titles to any- 
body who wants them. The 

Cam paign Against Pomogra- : 

SSSffifa^mpietety^dS Pornography more than anything else 
?«£. n shdf 1 tiies bi to shows the hypocrisy in liberal society 

and to insist that they all be sold 

in sealed plastic covers. Apply- 
ing moral pressure to compa- 
nies in this way is an import 
from America. There the Chris- 
tian right wing has attempted to 
call the bluff of corporate 
responsibility. Michael 
Medved, for example, led as 
attack on Hollywood’s obses- 
sion with violence. And William 
Bennett a former secretary for 


issue is not normally posed in 
terms of conscience. Oliver 
Stone's Natural Bom KiBers, 
for example, was held back 
from video release in this coun- 
try not because ’Rfemer Bros 
executives suddenly felt bad 
about ft, but because a large 
number of MPs felt the com- 
pany was ignoring their 


is painfully difficult As family 
men in suits, they wish to be 
seen as respectable entertain- 
ers; as servants of the share- 
holders, they feel a commercial 
imperative to exploit the mar- 
ket for sex and violence. The 
dilemma is precisely captured 
for a British audience by Sha- 
heen’s call for WH Smith to live 


up to its family business image. 

The conflict is between free- 
dom - either of the market or 
of tiie adult individual to con- 
sume what he or she likes - and 
virtue. The problem is that the 
word “virtue” is ambiguous. It 
is an awkward issue for, dearly. 
Smith can be accused of 
hypocrisy, flaunting respectabil- 
ity when its own name is 
attached to the sale, but happy 
to exploit the market when its 
role in the deal is concealed by 
the independent newsagent- 

Bennett, Medved, Shaheen 
and the anti-pom campaigners 
have spotted this awkwardness 
and used ft to embarrass com- 
panies that would rather have 
the contradiction buried by the 
anonymous complexities of the 
market They nave found a 
new way of making their case by 
publicising the role of compa- 
nies as social institutions rather 
than as blank profit-making 
machines. The problem for the 


companies is that they know 
that, some of the time, being an 
e ffici ent profit-making machine 
requires them at least to appear 
to be responsible social insti- 
tutions. Every company of any 
size has to promote itself as 
more than profit-driven- 
Nobody buys anything because 
they want to improve the 
seller s earnings per share, they 
buy things because of the 
attachment of values, fre- 
quently values of solidity, 
respectability and sometimes 
social concern. 

The campaigners' weapon 
is, essentially, shame. WH 
Smith’s solid blandness, in this 
context, becomes a weakness 
because it exposes itself to the 
possibility of shame. With 
pornography this becomes a 
very potent weapon. Porn 
inhabits a fraught realm in 
which nobody can actually say 
they want it, but, equally, lib- 
erals find it difficult to say peo- 
ple should not have it because 
its availability seems to be a 
condition of free speech and 
the free society. Porn con- 
sumers, who must represent a 
substantial proportion of soci- 
ety in view of the sales figures, 
may well disapprove in public 
while buying in private. Porno- 
graphy, more clearly than any- 
thing else, illuminates the 
hypocrisy that seems to be 
structurally inevitable in liberal 
society. 

The new moralists find tins 
hypocrisy intolerable and yet a 
useful pressure point. Their sud- 
den appearance as opponents of 
liberal capitalism indicates the 
extent to which liberalism is 
seen to have failed. For the 
anti-porn feminists liberalism 
has failed because it appears to 
institutionalise the exploitation 
of women. For fundamentalists 
it has failed because ft does not 
provide special protection for 
their sensibilities. And, for the 
moral right, it fails because it is 
ideologically incapable of apply- 
ing a transcendental concept of 
virtue. 

The corporate balancing act 
in all this moral anger and con- 
fusion has become more pre- 
carious than ever. WH Smith 
today finds itself wobbling awk- 
wardly over a few mags. Silly 
perhaps, but, in these frag- 
mented, media-driven times, 
moral apocalypse is every- 
where, on every shelf, including 
the top. 
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seas lawyers is that serious criminal 
ca ses are. not only tried before a Jtny 
of laymen, but they are also presented 
by someone who is not an employee of 
the stale. There have, as Patncw 
WVnn-Pavies and more recen tly FoDy 
Hwnbee have observed in this news- 
paper, teen j**wv>eal« in change this. 


No case for state prosecutors 


paptii, uccu uiwpiraau t** — — — ^ 

A key cost in the motor of ft*®* 

reforms is the. Lord Chancellor’s Advi- 
sory Committee on Legal Education 
and Conduct, which has advised on 

m m A ._4L^i.AtnnPC 


in Ibepast five years. Under the Courts 
and Legal SeivKes Ad 1990, tbcCom- 

nrnfee, the majority of whose members 
• are Bof p i aetfefflg 1awygg> has a remit 




to consider whether the proposals are 
consistent with “the proper and effi- 
cient administration of justice”. 

The Committee's most xecenl rec- 
ommendation, in its June 1995 report, 
was that independent advocates 
(either solicitors orbarristeis) should 
continue to conduct the prosecution 
of the majority; of jury trials. There 
remains a question as by whether spe- 
cially qualified’lawyers employed by 
the Crown Prosecution Service might 
conduct those Gown Court cases that 
do not involve a. jury or involve the 
least serious offences. AL minority 


ANOTHER VIEW 


David Penry-Davey 

of the Committee favoured this. 
• The majority’s principal concern 
was that the employed advocate's 
ability to maintain sufficient inde- 
pendence could be undermined or 
that he or she might become “pros- 
ecution-minded” The majority also 
.took account of the need, in a mod- 
em democracy, for the power of 


the Stale to be open to scrutiny. 

These are serious issues and it is not 
surprising that the Lord Chancellor 
and bis fellow judges are taking time 
to consider them carefully. The guid- 
ing objective of any reform should be 
the prevention of ill-founded prose- 
cutions or wrongful convictions and 
the efficient conviction of the guilty. 

Tbe Bar Council asks for no special 
protection, and has welcomed the 
advent of competition with solicitor 
advocates in the higher courts, to the 
extent that this will raise standards in 
the public interest. 


But it remains true to say that the 
Bar’s low overheads mean that the 
state does have access to independent 
lawyers of high calibre without having 
to meet any of the associated employ- 
ment costs. 

That is consistent with the trend in 
the public sector, now accepted by all 
parties in Westminster, of achieving 
best value for the public purse by con- 
tracting out services to specialist 
providers. 

I imagine the taxpayer will want this 
particular advantage lo be main- 
tained, whatever the outcome of the 
next general election. 

The writer is chairman of the Bar 
Council. 



Peace comes 
before politics 

Mo Mowlam explains why Labour 
will back elections in Ulster 


W hat do Sir Patrick May- 
hew and I have in com- 
mon? On the face of it, not 
much. And perhaps that is the 
explanation for bow two char- 
acters as different as Sir Patrick 
and 2 could keep the balance 
between the parties at West- 
minster on Northern Ireland. 

In Britain and Ireland, north 
and south, people often ask me 
what Labour's bipartisan 
approach means in practice. 
Do you and Sir Patrick sit down 
to plan the way forward? Does 
John Major call for your advice? 
The short answer to both is: no. 

Labour decided to support 
the Government over Northern 
Ireland because its approach 
was based on agreements with 
the Irish government put into 
the Downing Street Declara- 
tion (1993) and the Joint 
Framework Document (1995). 
Our own policy of unity by 
consent is one of the options in 
those documents, which pro- 
vide a firm basis for a consen- 
sus on a balanced settlement 
that can command the support 
of both communities. Building 
that consensus is what we 
would (and will) try to do, just 
as the British and Irish gov- 
ernments are trying to do. 

Our support is based on prin- 
ciple and common sense. We 
want to put peace above party 
politics at Westminster. As the 
process stumbles on, I become 
more and more impressed by 
people's passionate desire for it 
to work. Even people with no 
interest in politics want the 
peace to hold and a just settle- 
ment to be reached As a con- 
sequence, frustrations build up 
with what people see as the 
politicians' failure to give 
momentum to the process and 
to work to deliver an outcome. 

I receive calls, letters, peti- 
tions and motions calling for 
faster progress. I understand 
and identity with these feelings 
and answer that the best way 
right now for Labour to help is 
to prevent the Government - 
with its knife-edge majority - 
being driven into the arms of 
the right and the pro-Unionist 
wing of the Tory party. 

Westminster political arith- 
metic has so often affected the 
politics of the island of Ireland: 
we must do all we can to stop 
that happening again. But how- 
ever hard we try. electoral arith- 
metic and pressures will be 
central to the agenda. They are 
put there as much by the media, 
and the public, as anyone else 
who wants to end this elaborate 
pre-general election positioning 
and get on with electing a gov- 
ernment fit to govern. 

Bipartisan support means 
putting peace above party inter- 
est. but it does not and has not 
meant acq u iescence to whatever 
the Government says or does. 


Ws have had our differences with 
the Government over the past 18 
months. We want - and would 
have made - more progress on 
areas such as: protecting the 
hacir rights of both traditions; a 
proper strategy for training and 
economic development; and fair 
employment and fair treatment 
guarantees for both public and 
private sectors. We have argued 
for the transfer or prisoners to 
Ireland north and south, to ease 
family contact, and we have pro- 
posed changes to improve com- 
munity identification with polic- 
ing in Northern Ireland 

These proposals have come 
with constructive and critical 
support. We have not shouted 
about our differences because 
that would signal to tbe parties 
and people in the discussion: 
“Don’t bother with the Ibries, 

Westminster 
arithmetic has so 
often affected the 
politics of Ireland 

procrastinate and wait for a 
Labour government.” Such a 
stance would be irresponsible, 
dishonest and damaging to the 
peace process. 

This is a deeply sensitive 
period in Northern Ireland. 
Agains t the volatile backdrop 
of the parades and marches, it 
is crucial that the various mech- 
anisms to make talks happen 
are put in place. Elections in 
Northern Ireland are part of 
the process and the Govern- 
ment wants and needs to pass 
the legislation to make them 
possible. We will not stand in 
the way of that legislation. 

But the elections are part of a 
package. Ws are calling for the 
details of the other key elements 
- the role the elected forum 
would play and the ground rules 
for the negotiations - to be pub- 
lished alongside the Bill for the 
elections. Tins is essential, first, 
to let the parties see the whole 
package, to be reassured where 
necessary and to see what’s in ft 
for them and, second, to prevent 
support for the elections being 
adversely affected by a lack of 
knowledge about the rest of the 
package on offer. 

Publishing all parts of tbe 
package together would let all 
the parties know what they are 
buying into and bring us closer 
to the objective that we all 
share - an inclusive and mean- 
ingful process of negotiations 

starts on 10 JuneirifoiSfthe eli- 
gible parties present. 

The writer is Labour's shadow 
Northern Ireland secretary. 



Protect Your Loved 
Ones With a Will 

action for blind people 

Helping practically every 
way we can 

Action for Blind people’s FREE Will Making 
Advice Booklet provides useful information 
on how to make or update your will. 

“i Having read this 
booklet I am now 
much clearer about 
the steps to take in 
preparing a Wifi, f 
hope you will find it 
as info r m ati ve as I 



have." 




Sue Cook 

For your FREE copy, return this form to 
Peter Robson at Action for Blind People, 
FREEPOST, 14-16 Vemey Road, London 
SE16 IBP or call him on 0171 732 8771 


Please send me your free 

Will Making Advice Booklet 


Name: 
Tide 


Address 


Postcode: 


Under The Terms of the data protection act, you have the right to 
advise us at any tire if you do not wish to receive further mailings 
from us or charroes with whom we co-operate. 


D85Q 


Reg Charity no. 205913 
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UBS chairman casts doubt on wisdom of merger 


Inv^ment Uncertain o utjookf^ 1 ?-^ 
Luxury car makers see ft gtiigrjg^yf 
Market Report: Oil price surgejrftsBP 
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Business Editor 

The prospect of a full-blown 
merger between Union Bank of 
Switzerland and CS Holding re- 
ceded yesterday when Nikolaus 
Serin, chairman of UBS, said he 
was sceptical about the benefits 
of co-operation with any rival. 

As alarm mounted in the 
City about the threat of big re- 
dundancies in the London op- 
erations of the two banks if a 
£32bn merger did go ahead. Mr 
Serin said it was questionable 
whether joining with a com- 
petitor bank was an effective 
wav to lower costs. 


In London, UBS employs 
2-jOO and CS Holding, parent 
of Credit Suisse. CS First 
Boston and Credit Suisse Fi- 
nancial Products, employs 
4,000. There are bound to be 
hundreds of London redun- 
dancies if a merger goes ahead, 
and there were reports yester- 
day that the total could reach 
thousands. Sources at the two 
banks said not even preliminary 
work had been done on the jobs 
fall-out. 

In an interview with the Swiss 
business newspaper Finanz & 
Wirtschafl, Mr Serin did not re- 
fer to any rival bank by name. 
But the interview took place 


earlier this week, days after 
Rainer Gut, chairman of CS 
Holding, suggested to him that 
the two Swiss banking giants 
should discuss a merger. 

The talks about creating the 
world's second-biggest bank 
were confirmed on Tuesday 
and UBS’s board meets this.af- 
temoon to decide a response. 

Analysts displayed growing 
doubts but said there was still 
a strong possibility of the talks 
leading to moves that fall short 
of a full merger. 

There is urgent pressure on 
the three Swiss banks to deal 
with enormous overcapacity in 
their home markets and they are 


also anxious to build interna- 
tional investment banking op- 
erations to rival the leading 
American houses. 

One factor that could per- 
suade the UBS board to keep 
the door open to talks is a share- 
holders’ meeting in Zurich next 
Tuesday 21 which Martin Hbn- 
er, a dissident shareholder, will 
try to overturn Che promo cion 
of Robert Studer, the former 
chief executive, to chairman. 

Mr Ebner has been com- 
plaining for years about low re- 
turns for shareholders in UBS. 
The news of the merger pro- 
posal has overshadowed the 
shareholder meeting and is 


seen by analysts as helping 
UBS get Mr Ebner off its back. 

If the ta lks are called off com- 
pletely, the focus could switch 
back to Mr Ebner and the vote 
on Mr Studer^ new job. In 
Switzerland, a win by Mr Ebn- 
er has not been ruled out 
Mr Serin was asked whether 
UBS believed a direct com- 
petitorvwuld be a potential can- 
didate for a co-ope: 
agreement aimed at Icn 
costs. He replied: “It is not the 
job of the chairman of the 
board to comment on detailed 
estions of strategy. But it is 
ndainentally questionable 
whether this kind of solution is 


co-operation 
owering 


IS 


effective at all and would lead 
to real cost reductions." 

Mr Senn’s remarks con- 
firmed a growing view in the 
markets - thought to be wide- 
ly shared among UBS senior 
management — that the two 
banks overlap too much Co 
make a full merger possible. 

In London there are sub- 
stantial overlaps in derivatives 
and bond trading. In corporate 
finance, CS First Boston is a 
more powerful force in the US, 
although there have been senior 
defections recently to UBS in 
New York. UBS has a stronger 
corporate finance track record 
in Europe. Analysis believe 


15,000 retail banking jobs are at 
risk in Switzerland. Mr Scan 
also told Finanz & Wirtschajt 
that he believed UBS’s relafl 
banking activities had good 
chances in Switzerland- 
CS Holding shares, which 
sit off to a good start after news 
of the merger proposal 
emerged, slipped toward the 
end of the day and ended low- 
er. UBS shares were under 
pressure from the start and 
closed almost 2 per cent lower. 
Dealers said the market W3S in- 
creasingly sceptical about the 
creation of a giant Swiss bank. 

Comment, page 21 



Nikolaus Seim: Merger 
strategy 'questionable' 


Political row: Organisation distances itself from £50,000 initiative that sings the Government’s praises 

CBI snubs 
‘pro-Tory’ 
campaign 
on economy 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

The Confederation of British 
Industiy was embroiled in an 
embarrassing political row yes- 
terday after refusing to en- 
dorsed campaign promoted by* 
its incoming presidenL the 
British Airways chairman Sir 
Colin Marshall, extolling the 
Government’s economic 
record. 

The CBI’s frantic attempt to 
distance itself from the contro- 
versial initiative is certain to 
cause friction in its ranks and 
was seized on yesterday by 
Labour. 

Also among the dozen lead- 
ing businessmen who have lent 
their names to the campaign are 
Sir David Lees, chairman of 
GKN. and Nigel Rudd, chair- 
man of Williams Holdings and 
the glassmaker PiUdngton, both 
of whom are members of the 
CBI’s policy-making president's 
committee. 

However, a CBI spokesman 
said: “We cannot endorse this 
campaign because we are not a 
party political organisation. 
Those who have backed it are 


business leaders in their own 
right and they are entitled to do 
what they want in that 
capacity.” 

The initiative is estimated to 
have cost £50,000 and involves 
sending out 50,0(30 copies of a 
glossy brochure extolling the 
UK economy to other business 
leaders and opinion-formers 

The booklet is accompanied 
by a letter from the Prime Min- 
ister. John Major, and is simi- 
lar to the last Conservative 
Party political broadcast, which 
used quotes from foreign news- 
papers and companies praising 
the UK economy. 

The two organisers of the 
campaign - Sir Tim Bell, chair- 
man of Lowe Bell, and Peter 
Gummer, chairman of the pub- 
lic relations firm Shandwick, are 
well known as senior advisers to 
the Conservative Party. 

Andrew Smith, shadow chief 
secretary to the Treasury, said: 
“The Conservatives can pro- 
duce as many glossy documents 
as they like in as many differ- 
ent guises but it will not make 
people feel any better about the 
economy. The fact remains that 



Never had it so good: Sir Colin Marshall (right), Nigel Rudd (top left) and Sir David Lees are feeling Better in Britain 


hard-hit electors will not be con- 
vinced by brochures while they 
are living with the Tories’ dis- 
astrous handling of the 
economy.” 

Among the companies quot- 
ed are Siemens, Philips, Toshi- 
ba and BMW, which describes 
Britain as “currently the most 
attractive country among all 
European locations for pro- 
ducing cars”. 

Sir Tim said funding was 


raised by Mr Gummer through 
the Life’s Better in Britain 
Foundation while Lowe BeD did 
the printing and distribution. 

However, Sir Tim denied 
that it was a piece of party po- 
litical propaganda. “In the sense 
that the Government is in 
charge of running the econom- 
ic policy of the country it sup- 
ports the Government But 
there has been no attempt to be 
duplicitous or to deceive here 


and it is not a devious way of 
putting out Tbry propaganda." 

Sir Tim said subscriptions had 
come from the businessmen 
whose names appear in the 
booklet and “one or two others 
who are not mentioned". But a 
BA spokesman said Sir Colin 
had not made any financial 
contribution either directly or 
through the airline. 

The other businessmen 
named are: Lord Hanson, 


chairman of Hanson, Christ o- 

? her Lewi n ton, chairman of 
I, Sir Stanley Kahns, chairman 
of Dixons, Sir Nigel Mobbs, 
chairman of Slough Estates. 
Richard Osier, chief executive 
ofCookson, Dieter Bock, chief 
executive of Lonrho, John Neill, 
chief executive of Unipart, and 
Lord Sheppard, former chair- 
man of Grand Metropolitan and 
now chairman of London First. 

Comment, page 21 


Rentokil set to 
raise BET bid 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Rentokil is today expected to 
raise its £1.9bn bid for rival 
business services group BET by 
between 10p and 15p a share, 
in what analysts believe will be 
a knock-out blow. 

The pest control group met 
key BET institutional share- 
holders this week and was told 
that the rise would be enough 
to secure their acceptance. 

Rentokil’s shares dipped 5p 
to 363p yesterday in anticipa- 
tion of increased terms, which 
have to be announced by 
tomorrow under takeover 
rules. 

At the current share price, 
the existing offer of nine new 
shares plus 800p in cash for 
every 20 in BET values the lat- 
ter at just over 203p. BET’s 
shares are now well dear of 
those terms, even after 
yesterday’s D_5p fall left them 
at 207.5p. 

The expectation that the in- 
creased terms will be an- 
nounced a day ahead of the 
final deadline is likely to reflect 
Rentokil's need to organise un- 
derwriters for a higher cash 
element to the offer. However, 

' observers suggested that more 
cash did not preclude an 


increase in the share element 
as well. 

One big institutional share- 
holder in BET said: “If there 
was an additional lOp to ISp 
on offer a betting man would 
say they [RentokS] would win 
it." Another institutional 
holder of Rentokil said: “I 
think they will clinch it with a 
little bit more, but I wouldn't 
like to see much more than 

iop." 

Charles Pick, an analyst with 
Panmure Gordon, said: “I 
don’t think they can afford not 
to raise it. There have been 
quite a few cases when just that 
tittle bit extra would have 
done it.” 

He suggested an offer in- 
creased to 215p to 218p, giv- 
ing an exit price-earnings ratio 
of around 16.5 on his forecast 
earnings of 13p for the current 
year, “would probably just 
about be enough to clinch it”. 

Both sides to the bid have 
been conducting a feverish 
round of visits to City share- 
holders this week, although at 
least one of the key institutions 
is not being seen until next 
week. It is thought that Ren- 
lokil wil] want to be able to 
come to that meeting witb its 
final terms on the table. 


German economic gloom deepens 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

The gloom hanging over the 
German economy deepened 
yesterday with the eighth suc- 
cessive monthly rise in unem- 
ploymenL But new doubt was 
cast on the Bundesbank's scope 
to cut interest rates by separate 
figures showing faster growth in 
its monetary target. 

Germany’s unemployment 
total adjusted for normal sea- 
sonal variations increased by 
26,000 to 3.99 million, a new 
post-war record, although the 
headline unadjusted figure fell 
to 4.14 mfllion from 427 million 


the previous month. The sea- 
sonally adjusted unemployment 
rate was unchanged at 10.4 per 
cent. The only comfort was the 
feet that the March increase was 
lower than many economists 
had feared. 

Bernhard Jagoda, head of the 
Federal Labor Office, said: 
“The German labour market 
started its spring recovery in 
March but it was limited.'’ He 
blamed factors such as the un- 
usually cold weather and early 
Easter holidays, saying the out- 
look for jobs was not as bleak 
as the mood of gloom implied. 

However, some financial 
market analysts disagreed. 


“Finns are laying o ft not hir- 
ing. They will not start to rehire 
until they once again feel con- 
fident that Germany is a good 
place to invest,” said Holger 
Schmieding at the investment 
bank Menu) Lynch in Frankfurt. 

Many forecasts predict rising 
joblessness throughout the year, 
even though growth is expect- 
ed to pick up, because of un- 
derlying structural problems. 
The German economy is seen 
as over-regulated, with ex- 
tremely high labour costs. 

“Germany is going through 
what happened in the UK in the 
early 1980s,” said Stephen King, 
an economist at the brokers 


James Cape?. Part of the solu- 
tion to the unemployment prob- 
lem would be deregulation and 
the reduction of social securi- 
ty costs, he said. 

Views on whether the Bun- 
desbank would react to the bad 
news about the economy were 
mixed because of figures yes- 
terday showing that growth of 
its M3 monetary target was 
higher than originally 
estimated. The money supply 
grew at an annualised rate of 
128 per cent, up from a first es- 
timate of 12.6 per cent, in Feb- 
ruary, compared with the final 
quarter of last year. The target 
for this year is 4-7 per cent. 


Barfield to leave Standard Life 


Nicoarm 

Dick Barfield, the high-profile 
chief investment manager at 
Standard Life, the largest mu- 
tual insurer in Europe, witb 
more than £44bn under man- 
agement, is to leave the 
company. 

He will be replaced tty John 
Thomson, who has been with 
the life office for 13 years, late- 
ly as assistant general manager 
in charge of development 


Standard Life said yesterday 
there were no hidden reasons 
for his departure, due at the end 
of June. Mr Barfield, who had 
been a campaigner for better 
corporate governance, had per- 
sonally derided to seek alter- 
native work outside the 
company, where he has worked 
for 26 years. 

Sandy Crorabie, general 
manager in charge of invest- 
ment to whom Mr Barfield re- 
ported, said: “I have accepted 


Dick's decision to leave with re- 
gret He has served the company 
with distinction for more than 
26 years and built for us a very 
successful investment team.” 

Mr Barfield said: “The time 
has come for me to have a 
change of direction. I feel very 
positive about the company ... 
and I am convinced that it will 
go from strength to strength 
both as an insurer and as a fund 
manager. 

“My personal choice is fora 


change which allows me to use 
in a different capacity the 
knowledge and experience I 
have built up over many years.” 

During his eight years as 
chief investment manager, Mr 
Barfield built a reputation as a 
strong believer in the merits of 
better corporate governance 
among the companies Stan- 
dard Life has invested in, de- 
vising the insurance office’s 
policy on the subject earlier this 
year. 
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Government to 

relax FM radio* 
licence rules 


MATHEW HORS MAN 

Media Editor 

The Government is poised to re- 
lax the one-licence limit on 
FM radio, industry sources said 
last night The move, expected 
to be confirmed when the 
Broadcasting Bflj is debated in 
the Commons starting next 
week, will benefit leading com- 
mercial radio companies such as 
Capital, Emap and GWR, 
which have been campaigning 
for the change. 

Under current rules, compa- 
nies are limi ted to a single FM 
licence in each relevant region, 
in a bid to protect diversity and 
choice. But sources said the 
Government has been con- 
vinced of the need for liberali- 
sation, particularly in highly 
competitive markets such as 
London and in very small re- 
gions, where separately owned 
licences are dim cull to sustain. 

The Radio Authority, which 
regulates the industry, has lob- 
bied hard against the change. It 
insisted last night that tbe bat- 
tle'had not been' lost, ind the 
Government was still debating 
the issue. It argues that other 
promised liberalisation, in- 
cluding the eventual replace- 
ment of the total licence limit 
by a ceiling of 15 per cent 
across the industry, provided 
more than enough scope for 
growth. 

A spokesman for the De- 
partment of National Heritage, 
which is sponsoring the Bill, said 
the issue was under review and 
no announcement has been 
made. But at least two large ra- 
dio companies have been told 
the concession will be granted. 
The Government is now con- 
sidering how best to imple- 
ment tbe change. 


An amendment wflT be. diffi- 
cult to draft because of the huge 
variation in the radio licence ar- 
eas. London, the largest market, 
sustains 28 radio stations, and 
is considered in a separate cat- 
egory. Allowing two FM li- 
cences per company in the 
capital is believed to be ac- 
ceptable to the Government. In 
other markets, the case is 
harder to make, particularly if 
diversity and choice are to be 
maintained. 

Large broadcasters have 
tended to broadcast a contem- 
porary hits service on FM and 
a “Gold" format on AM. Fol- 
lowing a relaxation in the roles, 
these companies could seek a 
second FM licence to broadcast 
their Gold service. 

There are very few FM li- 
cences stiD to be awarded by the 
Radio Authority. The last for 
London was advertised this 
year, and is expected to attract 
considerable interest,. particu- 
larly once the one-licence lim- ■ 
it is lifted. 

. , Companies could also buy 
other licence holders, but 
would be forced to accept all 
the licence conditions origi- 
nally agreed with the Authori- 
ty. After eight years, licences 
are put up for auction once 
again, allowing new buyers to 
bid. 

Many broadcasters are eager 
to migrate away from AM, which 
is dogged by poor reception, par- 
ticularly in built-up areas. Said 
one senior radio executive^ou 
get to hear the courier's radio 
messages and then the round is 
lost altogether when you go un- 
der a bridge.” 

Publicly quoted companies 
such as Emap and Capital could 
see their shares rise on newsof 
further liberalisation. 
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Murdoch wins a battle in the satellite war 


‘It must have given 
Michael Heseitine 
much pleasure in 
sighing up the News 
Corp chairman after 
ail the cosying up Mr 
Blair has done to Mr 
Murdoch' 


the "" ** ** <* 

h^L 00 . 10 ^ 1, New Labour brought out 
big gun in the form of a pledge byBT to 
rableup eveiy school and libra^in OiflLld 
Prodded it was given the right to 
bn^east entertamment services on its net- 

„ 22°* we tbe Government's 

secret weapon is- an offer from none other 
j*aa Rupert Murdoch to place a satellite 
™sh on top of every classroom in return for 
unfettered aaess to digital television - the 
technology of tomorrow. 

BSkyB are serious players and 
their willingness to line up on either side of 
the political trenches speaks volumes about 
the opportunities, not to menLion the prof- 
its, to be had from the superhighway. 

As an act on one-upmanship it must have 
gven the Deputy Prone Minister, Michael 
Heseitine, much pleasure in signing up the 
News Corporation chairman after afl the 
cosying up Tony Blair has done to Mr 
Murdoch. 

But on closer inspection there is some- 
thing that differs crucially between the two 
pacts with BT and News Corp. In BTs case 
Labour first has to deal with the small mat- 
ter of getting into power. It is only then lhaL 
the bard bargaining wflJ begin. Meanwhile 
the party can bask in the reflected glory that 
comes from being in the vanguard of the 


technology revolution, without actually hav- 
ing to deliver. 

In the case of Mr Murdoch, however, the 
Government already appears to have deliv- 
ered on its half of the bargain. 

It may, of course, be pure coincidence that 
shortly after Messrs Heseitine and Murdoch 
hatched their plan over a discreet lunch six 
weeks ago, the Government introduced an 
amendment to the Broadcasting Bill that 
allows News Coro's 40 per cent-owned 
BSkyB full control of a licensed UK-based 
satellite service. At a stroke this would allow 
Mr Murdoch to send a digital satellite into 
space to beam back to UK homes. This in 
turn would free capacity on his existing Astra 
satellites, which are operated from Luxem- 
bourg, for use by BSkyB and its European 
pay-TV partners whilst radically extending 
the depth and spread of its reach in the UK 
through the much greater capacity that dig- 
ital can handle. 

The Government amendment could, of 
course, also give the Mirror Group the abil- 
ity to operate its own domestic satellite ser- 
vice, but the most obvious beneficiary is 
News Corp. 

Panic on the 
streets of Zurich 

A nxiety and alarm were rampant yester- 
day in the corridors of the Canary 
Wharf operations of CS Holding and the 


JBroadgate offices of UBS, three miles away 
in the City of London. This is hardly 
surprising. 

SBC's takeover last year of Whrburg was 
a vivid demonstration of the pain caused by 
rationalisation in an investment bank. Large 
chunks of UBS and CS Holding's investment 
banking operations in London overlap. 

The consequences do not need spelling 
out for the highly paid employees of the two 
banks. The next couple of years will be hell 
if the merger gets off the ground. 

The rapidly emerging consensus in Lon- 
don and Zurich yesterday was that a full 
merger is unlikely to be achieved, regardless 
of what comes out of the UBS board meet- 
ing this afternoon. 

Brokers' analysts who attended a meeting 
with Mathis Cabiallavetta, the UBS chief 
executive, did not come away with an 
impression of a man raring to go in for some 
Anglo-Saxon-style financial en gin eering and 
corporate restructuring. 

The real difficulty lies not with integrat- 
ing the investment bank offshoots in Lon- 
don and New York, where the synergies in 
corporate finance and equities may weD out- 
weigh the disadvantages in overlapping 
fixed interest and derivatives businesses. On 
paper, Lhe idea of what would essentially be 
a transatlantic alliance -because of CS First 
Boston's strength in New York - does look 
rather attractive for Swiss bankers with 
global ambitions. 

The problem is with the overbanked 


domestic Swiss market UBS appears to have 
gone further down the road towards ratio- 
nalising its branches than CS Holding, 
which has recently bought not one but two 
smaller rivals in the home market and is in 
the process of digesting them. There does 
not seem much appetite inside UBS’s beard- 
room for sharing the pain with another bank 
that has not done as much or as fast. 

However, it would be dangerous to dismiss 
the talks as ephemeral or to see the leak on 
Tuesday as no more than a ploy by UBS to 
take investors' attention away from Martin 
Ebner, the dissident shareholder who next 
TUesday plans to vote against the election of 
Robert Studer as the new chairman. This 
week's events may be the start of a long- 
winded process that does lead to some form 
of cooperation and rationalisation. 

By all accounts, the pressure within 
Switzerland to sort out the overpriced, 
overstaffed and overb ranched banking mar- 
ket is very great. The concern that something 
must be done is shared by the Swiss Bonk- 
ing Commission. For UBS and CS Holding 
even to discuss a merger is a breakthrough 
of a sort. 

If UBS were smaller, CS Holding might 
short-circuit the board's opposition with a 
hostile bid which - contrary to widespread 
belief - is not completely out of the ques- 
tion in Switzerland, in spite of the country’s 
very different views on corporate gover- 
nance. CS Holding made a hostile bid for 
Bank Leu in 1990. It is sheer size and the 


complexity of shareholding structures that 
rule out a hostile attack among the big three 
banks. 

Colour-coding 
at the CBI 

M emo to Sir Colin Marshall: You may 
not take over as president of the Con- 
federation of British Industry until May but 
the important thing to bear m mind always 
is that this is a “non-political” organisation. 
We appreciate that your Better in Britain 

k ^Miniwrl tn nrmnnlR miT PmnfimV 
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a piece of Conservative Central Office pro- 
paganda Perhaps it has something to do with 
all that blue on the cover or the accompa- 
nying letter from Mr Major or the role of 
Sir Tun Bell in putting it all together. 

Or perhaps it has something to do with the 
booklet's striking resemblance to the last 
Tbiy party political broadcast and the cut of 
the other chaps who have lent their endorse- 
ment Lord Hanson is, after all, not 
renowned for his socialist instincts. 

The folk at the CBI run a mile from being 
branded political animals, which is perhaps 
why they have declined to endorse your 
effort 

But don’t worry - you’ll be seeing a lot 
of the president's council in the year ahead. 
At least two of them are on your side. 
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Granada will take 
time over disposals 


MATHEW HORS MAN 

Media Editor 

Granada, the media and leisure 
giant, is in no hurry to sell off 
£2bn worth of assets earmarked 
for disposal Charles Allen, the 
company's chief executive, said 
yesterday. 

There is no timetable, and 
the real objective is maximising 
returns to our shareholders,*' he 
said as Granada unveiled its first 




bo* 


its£3.9bn hostile bid for Forte, 
the hotels and restaurants 
company. 

He said the company in- 
tended to drive a hard bargain 
with potential purchasers, and 
would not do deals at low 
prices, despite having taken on 
debts of £3.5bn to finance the 
takeover. 

Cranada has said it would sell 
Forte’s Welcome Break mo- 
torway service operations, its 
Exclusive and Meridien hotels 


and stakes in the Savoy Group 
and Alpha Airports, in order to 
reduce debt. Analysts specu- 
lated that Whitbread, the food 
and drink company, would be 
the leading contender for the 
Welcome Break sites. 

The stakes in Alpha and the 
Savoy would be sold by the end 
of the financial year, in Sep- 
tember, Mr Alien hinted yes- 
terday. He identified a 
“strategic buyer” for Alpha, 
probably another airports cater- 
ing company, and said a “buy- 
er acceptable to the 
management and the owners*’ 
would be found for the 68 per 
cent minority voting stake held 
in the Savoy. 

The Wontner family, which 
controls the luxury hotels group, 
fought a long battle with Sir 
Rocco Forte, who had at- 
tempted a takeover. Mr Allen 
said relations between Grana- 
da and the Wontners were 
good. “There isn’t the antago- 


nism that there was between 
Forte and the Savoy,*’ he said. 

The Meridien and Exclusive 
chains would be auctioned once 
a list of “pre-qualifying buyers” 
was determined. Mr Allen said 
Sir Rocco, who has been seek- 
ing financing to win back some 
of his hotels empire, would be 
welcome to make an offer. 

Mr Allen added that the 
company would easily reach its 
goal of e nhancin g profits from 
the Forte operations by JElOOm 
in the first year, by cutting 
overheads and centralising pur- 
chasing. Granada has already 
died 100 jobs at Forte, and ex- 
pects to make further layoffs. 

Granada has also pushed 
prices higher at its hotels and 
restaurants. But Mr Allen in- 
sisted consumers would be get- 
ting value. “If I have to pay £15 
for an afternoon tea, it had bet- 
ter be good. At some Forte ho- 
tels, some of it was not." 

In the hotels division, the 



Maximum return; .-Charles Allen says there is no timetable for the £2bn of disposals 


company has reorganised op- 
erations into three - London, 
UK provincial and overseas. 
Granada is planning to keep 
Forte’s Travelodge and Post- 
house chains. 

The company reported .no 
lasting effects from the BSE 
“mad cow" beef scare, although 


sales at Burger King outlets at 
its motorway service stations de- 
clined sharply in the few days 
following the crisis. 

The end of the IRA ceasefire 
has had little or no effect on 
room occupancy, although Mr 
Allen said: “Personally, I was 
anxious about that” In televi- 


sion and rentals, results were at 
or above expectations. Grana- 
da's two ITV licence holders, 
Granada Television and London 
Weekend Television, saw their 
share of national advertising 
reach 23 per cent in the first 
three months of 1996, up nearly 
7 per cent. 


Brussels looks set to block Lonrho-Gencor merger 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

Speculation is mounting that 
Brussels will block the planned 
Jink up between Lonrho and 
South African group Gen cor to 
create the world's second 
biggest platinum producer. 

It is thought that the Euro- 
pean Commission's mergers 
task force has come down 
against the merger and that its 


decision was backed by a meet- 
ing on Tuesday of an advisory 
committee consisting of com- 
petition policy officials from 
member states. 

Lonrho sources indicated 
yesterday that both bodies had 
blocked the merger, which 
would create a grouping with 
production of about 1.6 million 
ounces of platinum a year. 

However, that may not be 


entirely bad news for Lomho as 
it could ease the way for the 
world's biggest platinum pro- 
ducer to increase its stake in 
Lonrho 's mining operations 
when the planned demerger 
from the group’s trading and ho- 
tels business takes place this 
summer. 

Anglo-American already 
owns 10 per cent of Lonrho ana 
is thought to want to raise its 


stake to just under 30 per cent. 

Last month Anglo snapped 
up Tiny Rowland’s 5.9 per cent 
stake in Lonrho for £9Im and 
secured first right of refusal to 
buy chief executive Dieter 
Bock's 18.5 per cent stake 
should he decide to sell. 

Lonrho refused to comment 
on suggestions that the South 
African group was now seeking 
to secure a fixed price option on 


the Bock stake though analysts 
believe he would sell out if of- 
fered £2.50 a share. 

But analysts said it was clear 
that Anglo was intent on emerg- 
ing as a significant minority 
shareholder in Lonrho’s plat- 
inum, gold and coal minin g 
operations when they are de- 
merged from its trading and ho- 
tel businesses this summer. 

“It would be very happy. 


when the break-up occurs, to 
own about 30 per cent of the 
mining companies," said one Jo- 
hannesburg-based analyst. 

The main attraction for An- 
glo is Lonrho's 41 per cent 
stake in Ashanti Goldfields but 
it also has a majority stake in 
coal producer Duiker Explo- 
ration and is merging its plat- 
inum interests with those of 
Gencor of South Africa. 


In Brief 


• Hundreds of Barings bondholders, who lost £100m when the 
bank collapsed last year in the wake of £80Qm losses incurred by 
rogue trader Nick Lesson, yesterday applied to the courts to start 
legal action against two Barings holding companies in adminis- 
tration. If leave to commence action is granted by the Compa- 
nies Court, the bondholders action group plans to issue writs, 
alleging omission and untrue or misleading statements, against 
all Barings directors, including Peter Baring, Andrew Tuckey and 
Peter Norris. A decision tty the court is expected in about two 
months.The bondholders also plan to issue writs against the three 
issuing houses involved: Hoare Gove it Corporate Finance, 
Cazenove & Co and Barclays de Zoete Wedd. 

• A handful of signs of recovery in the UK economy emerged 
yesterday, balancing earlier gloomy figures on manufacturing oul- 
puLThe leading indicators for the economy rose in February for 
the first time in more than 18 months, pointing to faster growth 
later this year. Separate figures from the Finance and Leasing 
Association showed near-record levels of growth in finance for 
business investment in February. The FLA reported that demand 
for finance for new plant and equipment jumped tty 63 per cent 
in the 12 months to February, to £917m. There was a huge rise, 
of 291 per cent to £31 7m. in finance for projects over £5m. De- 
mand for high street credit and new car finance remained strong. 

•The Government has raised almost £80m from the sale of its 
residual stakes in six water companies. SBC Whrburgwon the auc- 
tion to buy the shares in a single block, bidding slightly above 
Tuesday's closing prices, and is thought to have already placed 
the stock. The shares disposed of represented around 1 per cent 
or less of Hyder (formerly Welsh Water), Anglian Water, South- 
ern Water, Yorkshire Water, Thames Water and United Utilities. 
The Government has retained stakes in South West Water. Wes- 
sex Water and Severn Trent because of potential bids. 

•Japan's current account surplus shrank in February thanks to 
strong import growth and an increase in overseas travel by the 
Japanese. The surplus for the month was Y745.9bn, 39 per cent 
lower than a year earlier. Imports of goods soared by 46 per cent 
during the 12 month period, compared with a 16.6 per cent rise 
in exports. The deficit on trade in services rose to ¥510.9bn, up 
from ¥417.4bn a year earlier. 

•Former Walt Disney Studios chairman Jeffrey Katzenbeig is 
believed to baye filed a suit against the Walt Disney company claun- 
ing he is owed 2 per cent of profits for many of the movies, TV 


• The price of oil jumped to its highest since November 1991. 
The price of the benchmark Brent crude for May delivery jumped 
Sl.lO to $21,80 a barrel by 6.15pm. Oil stocks have been severely 
depleted by the bitter winter. The price has also been influenced 
by US refinery problems and the expectation that United Nations 
talks about Iraqi supplies will not reach an early agreement. 



2 for 1 Lufthansa flights with 



INDEPENDENT 



T ake off for a spring break with The Indepen- 
dent’s great value 2 for 1 flight deal WfeVe got 
together with Lufthansa, the award-winning 
German airline renowned for its warm and friendly 
service, reb'abffity and quality, to give readers a superb 
deal on ffights.to 131 destinations from the Lufthansa 
global network, with departures from London, Birm- 
ingham, Manchester and Glasgow. 

You can choose from a range of destinations 
throughout Europe, Asia and the Pacific, North and 
South America, Africa and the Middle East 
There are some superb prices available, with no in- 
crease in price if you are travelling from one of 
Lufthansa's regional airports. 

Many fligh ts require a transfer on route to the cho- 
sen destination, but Lufthansa make it easy, with most 
conne cti o n s raking around 45 minutes in ftankfurt and 

35 minutes in Munich. . . . _ 

You must spend a minimum of three nights in Eu- 
ropean, and five nights in Intercontinental destina- 
tions. 


The prices shown are*® 
cost ind^Jendcnt/lndeper^^nt^on 



HOW TO QUALIFY 

Simply collect four differently wabettOtakau , from 
the seven we will be publishing until Saturday 13 April. 

Tasyjsissfitafc- ■*- 

tach your tokens and send to: Ihdepen^ni^fihai^ 
Offer? Fenton Way, Basfldon, Essex SS15 6SL, to ar- 
rive no later than 30 April 1996. . 

ssssssasssssas^ 

fer on Budget Rcnl-a-cai, only available to our readers. 


HOW TO BOOK 

• Decide upon your 2 for 1 departure airport, destina- 
tion and dates of travel Fill out the booking request form 
in your information pack. Then post or fax your com- 
pleted booking request form to Txailfmdexs (ABTA 69701 
and V0989), our appointed booking agent You win find 
frig details of their address and fox numbers in your ful- 
filment pack. No bookings or flight options can be made 
by phone. 

• Haitfindeiswill process your request and confirm if your 
favoured option is available, in which case TfoOfiodeiswiU 
reserve your flights. You win then have 5 working days 
to pay for your flights in full and to surrender your 2 for 
1 voucher. Final payment can be made by cheque or ma- 
jor credit card. 

• If your favoured option is unavailable Haflfinders will 
try to suggest an alternative. AD bookings must be made 
at least 7 working days before your first depamrre date 
to ensure ticker delivery. Flight tickets will be issued only 
after payment and surrender of your 2 for 1 voucher. There 
is no forility to provide tickets at the departure airport. 

• All travel most start no earlier than 22nd April 1996 
and no later than 30th Jnne 1996. AD travel most be com- 
pleted by 31st July 1996. 

• If you have any queries regarding this offer, please can 
the promodimeiv^Hikshdpfoe on 0345 252252 berween 
9am and 5pm inebidmg weekends and public boCdays. 

■ Thrms and conditions arc as prcvfonsty published. 1996 
and no later than 30th June 1996. AU travel most be com- 
pleted by 31st July 1996. 

• If you have any queries regarding this offer, please can 

the promotion enquiries helpline on 0345 252252 be tween 
9am and 5pm mdurirngwedands and public holidays. 

• Ttans and conditions are as previously published. 



WESTERN EUnOFfc Ankara, Araalya. Athens, 
Barcelona, Bade, Bologna, Copenhagen, Faro, Flo- 
rence, Geneva, Gaits. Gothenbcig, Graz. 
Hrisnfd, Herakton, Istanbul, tor*; Urn. Lisbon, 
Lyon. MaH. Mafagfc MarceZfe Mfan (Lhatt). 
Wtan (Malpensa), Naples, Klee. Ohia.Odo.Pia. 
Rome, Rome, Stockholm, Thessalorda. Txioiae, 
Turin. Venice. Vienna, Zurich. 

EASTERN EUROPE: Almaty, Ashiobad, Baku, 
Belgrade, Bucharest, Binhpest Boterinbu^ 


© Lufthansa 


Karawtea Kiev Monk. Mmewt hfahray Nov- 
gorod, Nomdbkdc. Odessa. Prague, Riga. Samara. 
Sofa, St fetenfauK TaHnn, Tashkent Tirana, Vil- 
nius, Wvsaw, Zagreb. 

AStAA>ACnC fangjeok. Beftg. Bombay, 
Delii. Den tew; Ho CK MHi Qtjfi Hong Kong, 


Jakarta, JCaradiL Katmandu, Kuala Lumpur, 
Madras, Mania, Ffegoya. Osaka. Seoul. Shangai, 
Skippers. Taipei. Tokyo. 

AHUCA/MBDUE EASTS Abu DW>L Acna. 
Addte Ababa. Alexandria. Aann, Bahrain. Cairo, 
Capetown, Casablanca, Damascus, Dubai. 
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I '; , then send ta' 




Example Fares and Destinations 


EASTERN EUROPE 


Bucharest 

Prague 

Budapest 

St Petersburg 

ASIA/Man& 


£289 

£329 

£339 

£399 


Singapore 
Tokyo 

SOUTH AMERICA: 


£899 

£1,139 


Buenos Aires 
Caracas 
Mexico City 


£1,159 

£869 

£729 


Rome 

Stockholm 

Vienna 

Ccpenbagen 


Bangkok 
Delhi ... 
Kuala Lumpar 
Hong Kong 


£899 

£699 


AFRKA/MIDDLE EASE 


£1,059 


Johannesburg 

Capetown 


£939 

£979 
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Harare, Jeddah, Johannesburg, Khartoun. Kuwait, 
Lagps, Laraca, Nairobi. Riyarti, Sanaa. Tehran, lei 
Arit-Enfa. Windhoek. 

NORTH AMEMCAz Adana. Boston, Chicago. 
Dates, Houston, Los Angeles, Miami New York 
JFK. Newark, San F r an cisc o . Toronto. Vancouver 
Washington. 

SOUTH AMERICA: Bogota. Buenos Aires, 
Caracas. Lima. Meadco Gqr. Quto, Rio de Janeiro, 
Santiago. Sao Paulo. 

trailh|3)ers h)- 

>m iiimi limn 


Lufthansa 

TOKEN 



^Daytime Tel Ho — - - — — — - r - j 


INDEPENDENT 








business 


Uncertain market for Smurfit 


The outlook for the paper cycle has sel- 
dom been so uncertain and Jefferson 
Smurfit, the Irish paper giant, is not 
alone In being unable to guess 
“whether the recent industry inventory 
correction represents a de-stocking 
pause or the end of the cycle”. 

After soaring last year, prices in some 
areas of the industry have come rattling 
back down again. Pulp, for instance, is 
now selling for around S50Q a ton com- 
pared with $925 in October. At the 
same time there is no shortage of ca- 
pacity, particularly in the US where new 
plant is set to farther increase supplies 
of the corrugated board used in pack- 


The Investment Column 


EDITED BY TOM STEVENSON 


of a new chief operating officer in the nest 
few months will help clear up corporate 
governance worries in the UK, but it bas 
still not been fully welcomed into the 
British investment community. A 
recovery may be some way off yet. 


ing cases. 

All this gloom is hard to reconcile 
with Smurfit's bounding optimism six 


A smart turn-out 
from Moss Bros 


with Smurfit's bounding optimism six 
months ago and yesterday's an- 
nouncement of record 1995 profits to- 
talling lr£420m (£433m), the highest 
ever seen by an Irish company. But Der- 
mot Smurfit. joint deputy chairman, 
refuses to be downbeat. 

Certainly, the group has world- 
leading positions in areas ranging from 
boxes and canons to the container 
board that goes into them. It also sup- 
plies much of the paper used to make 
its own products, helping to reduce ex- 
posure to the more volatile parts of the 
paper markets. Smurfit points out. for 
example, that the full in price of cor- 
rugated boxes - from around $873 a ton 
in the autumn to $820 now - is noth- 
ing like the drop in other areas. Smur- 
fifs wide geographical spread also 
helps to spread risk. 

Those strengths meant the group was 
able to cash in on last year's price re- 
covery. although the results were dis- 


In a low inflation, highly competitive 
meoswear market, producing an under- 
lying 9 per cent rise in sales was an im- 
pressive performance Grom Moss Bros. 
Coupled with a healthy opening pro- 
gramme, and on a relatively fixed cost 
base, profits really took off, jumping 53 


positive cashflow has kept the south Lon- 
don-based group’s cash balances at al- 
most half shareholders’ funds. 

That financial security underpinned 
the addition of 22 shops last year to take 
the total to 129 by the year end. A further 
10 or 12 are planned every year for the 
rest of the decade and the company is 
confident the intrinsic operational gear- 
ing of the business will ensure that mar- 
gins continue rising during that period. 

How Moss Bros has bucked the trend 
on the high street is something of a mys- 
tery, explained only in the vaguest terms 


per employee are encouraging signs. 
On forecast profits of £142m thi 


Yule builds on 
its reputation 


per cent in the year to January. 

The £U.3rn pre-tax profits for the 12- 
month period represented a 31.3 per cent 
return on shareholders funds, a chunky 
improvement on last gear's 22 pier cent 
return and a massive increase on tbe 5 
per cent return on assets recorded in the 
bleak days of the early- 1990s recession. 

Investors shared in the good news with 
a 50 per cent rise in the full-year divi- 
dend to 18p ( 12p), almost four times the 
payout five years ago. Despite heavy, and 
rising, capital expenditure, strong 


-but no one will argue with the figures. 
The Moss Bits formula, now spread over 
Savoy Thyloris Guild, Suit Company and 
Cecil Gee, is working. 

Investors who have seen the shares rise 
almost eightfold during the past three 
years certainly have no gripes. Since the 
beginning of 1993, the shares have out- 
performed the market by more than 300 
pier cent, rising from 139p to yesterday's 
795 p, up another 36p on the day. 

What Moss Bros seem to have got 
right is to realise that shopping for most 
men is a bit of a pienance. Making the 
process as easy as possible ensures re- 
turn trade and encourages higher spend- 
ing on each trip - to get it all out of the 


Jefferson Smurfit : at a glance 


lotted by acquisitions and a change of 
year end in 1 994. The first full 12 


Market value: £1 .75bn, share price 1 63p 


year end in 1994. The first full 12 
months of Cellulose du Pin, the paper 
and packaging operations of Saint- 
Gobain acquired for Lr£684m in 1994, 
boosted profits from continental 
operations from Ir£34.6m to Ir£195m 
last year. 

Even so, with a return on capital well 
in excess of 20 per cent last rear, the 
group has a fair chance of achieving its 
target of 15 pier cent across the busi- 
ness cycle. The problem is that, given 
the integration of the world-wide in- 
dustry, Smurfit's strengths become 
weaknesses in a downturn. Along with 
rivals. Jefferson Smurfit Corporation, 
the group's 46 per cent-owned 
separately-quoted associate in the US, 
had to shut mills at the end of last year. 

Profits cut to lr£260m this year 
would put the shares, up 3p to 163p, 
on a lowly forward multiple or 10. Apart 
from uncertainty over the cycle, Smur- 
fit's rating suffers from the group's state 
of limbo between the Irish market, 
which it has dearly outgrown, the UK 
and the US. The expected appointment 


5-year record 


1993 1994 

11 marth period 


Turnover (IREtin) 1.23 

Pretax profits (lR£m) 158 : 

Earnings per share (IR pence) i ' 122 - 
Ofvfdsnds per share (IR pence) 0-6 


Operating profits 

by region. % 


Share price 

, JR pence 


| Period ertdwl Mpfearandad 
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FI shares well ahead on first day 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 


The conservative pricing of the 
placing which launched software 
group FI on the stockmarket 
yesterday ensured a handsome 
profit for a handful of institu- 
tional investors as the shares 
jumped to an immediate pre- 
mium. They closed at 300p, 65p 
above the placing price. 

Other beneficiaries of the 
flotation included Mrs Steve 
Shirley, who founded the com- 


pany in 1962 and still owns 5.3 
million shares in FI. Her stake 
was worth over £15m at yes- 


terday's dosing price. 

Hilary Cropper, chief execu- 
tive since 1987. saw the value of 
her 917,000 options soar. The 
exercise price of those options, 
which were granted between 
1988 and 1993, range Grom just 
27p a share to 44.9p a share. In 
addition to her options, Ms 
Cropper has a benefidal inter- 
est in 764,000 shares, worth 
more than £2m. 


The flotation also created a 
valuable share stake for Sir 
Peter Thompson, the former 
chairman of NFC and since 
1990 FI's non-executive chair- 
man, whose 890,000 share hold- 
ing is worth almost £2.7m. 
Deputy chief executive Jo Con- 
nell’s holding was yesterday 
valued at £lAm. 

A buoyant market debut had 
been expected for FI after ini- 
tial soundings by joint sponsors 
UBS and Granville came up 
with demand for six times the 


7.9m shares that the company 
finally decided to place. 

Investors focused on the 
strong growth in profits from FI 
in recent years as it has cashed 
in on the increasing trend for 
companies to contract out their 
information technology re- 
quirements. Unlike some other 
parts of the computer sector, the 
facilities and applications man- 
agement work that FI spe- 
dalises in has reliable, 
predictable and currently fast 
growing revenues. 


Although the price at which 
FI dosed yesterday represents 
a substantial multiple of fore- 
cast earnings for the year end- 
ing this month, strong profits 
growth in the year to April 1997 
is expected to bring the rating 
lower. 

On the basis of forecast earn- 
ings of 11 Jp this year the shares 
stand on a prospective p/e ra- 
tio 27. well in excess of the rat- 
ings enjoyed by most of FTs 
peers, including Logica, Capi- 
ta. Misys and Serna. 


In Brief 


ORANGE ONLY GIVE 
YOU HALF AS 


• Rank said yesterday trading in the first quarter was satisfac- 
tory and it saw encouraging prospects for the current year. The 
leisure group's annual meeting gave chairman Sir Denys Hen- 
derson the opportunity to welcome the government's recently pub- 
lished consultation document on bingo and casinos: “It is not yet 
dear how much of it will become law but potentially it is good 
news and should address many of our concerns. ” Yesterday's meet- 
ing was the last for Michael Gifford, who hands over as chief ex- 
ecutive to Andrew Teare, the former head of English China Clays. 


MUCH AIRTIME FOR 
YOUR MONEY. 
(BUT, HEY, THEIR BILLS 
ARE TWICE AS LONG.) 


■ Zeneca Agrochemicals has been granted its first registration 
for Anustar, a new broad spectrum fungicide. German authori- 
ties have given approval for its use on cereal crops for the con- 
trol of diseases which can seriously reduce crop yield and quality. 
Test marketing of Amistar will start in May. The market for fungi- 
cides for cereal crops in Germany is worth around $320m a year, 
about six per cent of the world market 


• Headlam, the floorcoverings and fabrics company, announced 
a 33 per cent rise in pre-tax profits to £7. 7m, despite what tbe 
company described as “generally difficult economic conditions". 
Ian Kirkham, chief executive, said: “The resilient results achieved 
during 1995 demonstrate yet again the group's ability to succeed.” 
Headlam s shares, which at the beginning of 1992 traded at just 
36p closed 15p higher yesterday at 248p. 


125 


• Rnberoid, the waterproofing systems group spun off from Tar- 
mac in 1993. announced lower pre-tax profits of £Sm (£8.4 m) in 
the year to December. David Kendall, chairman, warned that the 
cold weather at tbe beginning of 1996 would also prevent first 
half figures matching last year’s result. Despite the lower figures, 
the dnddend for the year increased from 6.0p to 6.1p, reflecting 
“the resilience of our manufacturing and distribution business- 
es and the ability of their management teams to react to dis- 
couraging trading conditions.” 


minutes maximum for 
£29.38 on talk 60" 


MINUTES MAXIMUM FOR 
£2644 ON REGULAR CALLER PLUS* 
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CELLNET 


• Hammerson, the property developer and investor, has acquired 
a 93.2 per cent interest in Marldsches Centrum shopping centre 
in Berlin for £Sl_5m. The acquisition, which comprises a subur- 
ban shopping centre within a major retail complex built in the 
1960s, snows an initial yield of 7 per cent It is almost fully let 
with a quarter of the shops currently let at rents below the mar- 
ket rate. 


RING 0000 21 4000 FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
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Nationwide makes sharp' 
cut in bid for lost youth 
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so an increase in market share from 7 
to 9 per cent and a fiirther jump in sales 


On forecast profits of £14-2m this 
year, the shares trade on a prospective 
p/e of 15. That represents an 8 per cent 
premium to the rest of the mantel, but 
in the context of 26 per cent gamings 
growth it is justified. Still good value. 


City Diary 

John Willcock 
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Yule Catto has managed to reduce 
earning?; per share only once in the past 

15 years. Most investors will be hap- 
py to forgjve the chemicals group that 
one blemish on its record, particular- 
ly since it related to losses on a Dutch 
building products subsidiary in 1993 
when the construction industry was 
hardly booming. 

Yesterday’s figures for 1995 served 
only to reinforce the group's solid rep- 
utation for growth. Pre-tax profits up 

16 per cent to £33. lm for the 12 
months to December were only a tad 
less than expectations six months ago. 
despite a ferocious year for raw ma- 
terial prices. Styrene, one of the 
group's key inputs, doubled between 
the second and third quarters and has 
since come back down to where it was 
at the beginning of the year. 

It was therefore hardly surprising 
that Yule suffered a margin squeeze of 
more than 1 per cent in the second half. 
It did well to hold the drop in operat- 
ing margins over the year to just 02 per 
cent, leaving them at a still healthy 8.S 
percent 

The continuing recovery in building 
products, which encompass business- 
es like roof lights, office partitions and 
sheet plastic helped the figures. The di- 
vision did well to raise profits from 
£63m to £7.61ra m the face of a dis- 
mal UK construction market, reflect- . 
ing continuing benefits from shaking 
up the business three or four years ago. 

The outlook should now be set fair 
for a period of more stability for tbe 
group. Order books on the building side 
are back to “sensible" levels, chemical 
volumes look like holding up and, more 
importantly, steadier raw material 
prices should allow margins to bounce. 
Profits of £38m this year would put the 
shares, unchanged at 336p, on a mar- 
ket rating of 14.5. 

Still reasonable value, although the 
20 per cent family holding and 29 per 
cent held by Kuala Lumpur Kepong, 
a Malaysian plantation group, make for 
a tight market. 
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Nationwide B u il din g Society 
hit the headlines for two rea- 
sons this week. It introduced 
the lowest mortgage rate 
since 1965 and its chief execu- 
tive, Brian Davis, 51. shaved 
off his moustache. 

“There is no connection at 
ail,” Mr Davis protested un- 
convincingly yesterday. 
“Shaving the mortgage rate 
just happened to coincide. 

I’ve shaved the moustache off 
before - the last time was a 
year ago, for charity. I’ll have 
to wait for my family's verdict 
to see whether I grow it back. 
Some people say it makes me 
look younger." 
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Spot the difference: Thetwo faces of Brian Davis 


The last t hing the Liberal 
Democrats like is to be up- 
staged bv Labour, and so yes- 
terday tfie Lib Dems wrote to 
SBC Warburg with their plans 
for "reacquiring a controlling 
interest in Rail track" follow- 
ing privatisation. Labour al- 
ready know their own plans 
will be included in the 


prospectus to be published on 
Mondav. under the heading 


Monday, under the heading 
“political risk". 

Bankers were haring 
around SBC Warburg yester- 
day working out tbe implica- 
tions of the Lib Dem “me 
too” statement, but were at a 
loss as to whether they would 


dozen businessmen extolled 
the Prime Minister, John Ma- 
jor. The wheeze was dreamt 
up by something called the 
“Life's Better in Britain” 
foundation, which should 
have its work cut out with the 
agricultural sector. 

Mr Gummer was unavail- 
able for comment yesterday — 
be was on holiday in Mustique, 
leaving fellow Toty PR adviser 
Sir Tim Bell to field calls. 


also figure in the prospectus. 
Tbe best they could come up 
with was: “Certainly political 
risk will be fully addressed." 


Peter Gammer, chairman of 
spin doctors Shandwick and 
brother of John Setwyn Glim- 
mer, the Environment Secre- 
tary, was tbe man behind the 
Toiy propaganda booklet sent 
out yesterday in which a 


British Airways* chief execu- 
tive, Robert Ayling, will be 
named Advertiser of the Year 
by the International Advertis- 
ing Festival, a spokeswoman 
said yesterday. The chief of 
“the world’s favourite airline” 
will receive the accolade in 
June at the Cannes Interna- 
tional Advertising Festival. 


Usa Leeson, wife of Nick Lee- 
son. tbe derivatives trader who 
brought down Barings Bank. 

lisa applied in the usual 
way - the normally publicity- ~ 
mad company insists it was an* 
“unsolicited application" - 
and hopes to get on the Sin- 
gapore route so that she can 
visit her incarcerated hubby. 

Virgin said yesterday: “She 
will fly on trans-Atlantic 
routes initially and as with all 
new Virgin Atlantic cabin 
crews, Lisa has to complete 
six months' service before 
qualifying for concessionary 
Virgin flights and one year 
before receiving discounts on 
other carriers." 


The next time you’re in a jet 
about to take off and the air 
hostess starts explaining how 
to tie the life jacket on, take a 
closer look. If it’s a Virgin 
flight to the US it could be 


Renters has undergone an image overhaul “to reflect the 
group's contemporary character and meet the design require- 
ments of multimedia.'' One master stroke is to establish two 
corporate colours: bine and orange. Colour is aD-important, 
as Alliance & Leicester Building Society separately insists in a 
recent piece in Money Marketing. A&L has found out that 
house buyers are lured fay some colours, like bine, and pot off 
by others, like brown. And A&L's unique corporate colour 
scheme? Bine and orange. Tbe “Renters to buy building soci- 
ety" rumours start here. 


In these days of complaints 
about glass ceilings and Lhe 
lack of women in top man- 
agement, full marks to FI' 
Group, whose shares started 
trading yesterday and where 
four out of the top five execu- 
tives are female, 

FI has 17 per cent of the 
UK market in “Standalone 
Applications Management” 
according to UBS, which in 
English means it provides 
< support for specific computer 
systems to third parties. Chief 
executive Hilary Cropper, 
deputy chief executive Jo 
Connell, director of business 
expansion Lyn Barrel and 
group marketing director TH- 
ria Gardom lead the charge. 
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Recovery in luxury 
car market motors on 


MAGNUS GR1MOND 


The recovery amongst Britain’s 
luxury car makers has contin- 
ued into 1996 with Rolls-Royce 
reporting a 12 per cent rise in 
volumes so far this year and 
Jaguar announcing plans for a 
big increase in Japanese sales. 

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars said 
it had sold 396 cars across the 
world in the first three months 
of the year, up from 353 in the 
first quarter of 1995. Sales 
were up in all areas except 
Japan and continental Europe, 
the company said. In Japan, 30 
cars were sold in the first quar- 
ter of 1996 compared with 35 
in tbe same period of 1995. On 
the Continent, sales totalled 42 
cars in the latest period, down 
from 55 in the same period a 
year ago. 

The overall figures continue 
a trend of rising sales seen Iasi 
year, when Rolls launched its 
most expensive car ever, a 
£220,000 Bentley. Sales in 1995 
of 1,556 cars represented a 10 
per cent increase on the year 
before. The recovery at the 
luxury car subsidiary from loss- 
es in 1991/92 has helped drive 
much of the profits growth at 
Vickers. The tanks to baby in- 
cubators group beaded by chief 
executive Sir Colin Chandler 
reported 1995 profits up two- 
thirds to £75m last month, 
with the automotive side almost 
doubling from £21m to £40. 9m. 
However, Rolls-Royce sales 
were still only around half tbe 
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Sir Colin Chandler: Rolls drove the profits rise at Vickers 


level of 1990, before the sub- 
sidiary hit problems. 

Separately, Jaguar Japan, a 
subsidiary of Ford’s British 
luxury car maker, said it hoped 
to boost local vehicle sales to 
8.000 units a year by 1999 
from around 2*500 at present 
It said it planned to double its 
sales outlets to 80 by 3999 to 
support the forecast sales 
growth. 


The announcement is farther 
good news for the West Mid- 
lands-based car maker, which 
last month won £72m in Gov- 
ernment aid to support the 
manufacture of a new model in 
the UK. 

The X200 mid-range Jaguars 
will be built on new assembly 
lines at the company’s Castle 
Bromwhich works and are set 
to go on sale in 1998. 


Alpha stake sale confirmed 


TOM STEVENSON 


Flat pre-tax profits at Alpha Air- 
ports were overshadowed yes- 
terday by confirmation from 
Granada that it plans to sell its 
25 per cent stake in the airport 
services group by September, as 
one of the first of its planned 
disposals. Granada inherited 
the holding when it acquired 
Forte at the start of the year. 

Briefing analysts yesterday, 
Gerry Robinson confirmed that 
Granada planned to sell the Al- 
pha investment on to a ‘'strate- 
gic buyer” some time before its 
own year end in September. The 
sale of Alpha would mark the 
latest stage in a dramatic con- 
solidation of the airport services 
industry, which over the last year 
has seen the number of large 
players halve through takeover. 

Alpha's shares nudged 2p 
higher yesterday to I2lp after 
the company confirmed the 


difficult trading highlighted in 
a profits warning in February 
which dashed hopes that a first- 
half setback would be recovered 
in the second half. Problems 
arising from the industry's con- 
solidation have been com- 
pounded by airlines putting the 
squeeze on suppliers. 

fn the year to January, Al- 
pha’s second as a public com- 
pany following the spin-off from 
Forte, pre-tax profits slid from 
£21.4m to £20.6m despite a 16 
per cent rise in turnover to 
£552.9m. Earnings per share fell 
to 9.24p (lOp), but strong cash 
flow allowed a final dividend of 
3.25p to be paid, making a to- 
tal for the year of 5p, an 8.7 per 
cent increase. 

Hardest hit was catering ser- 
vices, where Alpha struggled to 

ttiake up for the loss of an £Um 

rantract with British Airways at 
JFK Airport in New York. That 
contract represented about 50 


per cent of the group's turnover 
at JFK and its loss contributed 
to the fall in catering profits 
from £l3.9m to£103m. 

The chief executive, Paul 
Harrison, remained optimistic, 
however: “We expect catering 
to improve as growth continues 
a f TOSS ah sectors of aviation ser- 
vices. Airlines enjoyed a better 
market in 1995/96 and that is set 
to continue. I believe the in- 
dustiy has reached the bottom 
of its cycle." 

Retail services fared much 
better, with operating margins, 
up from 2.9 per cent to 3.2 per 
cent, pushing operating profits 
£1.4m higher to £9.7m. During 
Lhe year. Alpha reached agree' ( 

men t with the government of Sri 1 

Lanka to buy 60 per cent of Ori- 
eat Lanka, the airport duty 
free operator at Bandaranaike 
International Airport, where 

Orient has a 10-year concession 
on the sale of duty free.. ; 
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Surge in oil price pushes BP shares to a record high ■ mmumU 
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est for nearly four years - and 
expected to go higher, the oil 
flame could prompt explosive 
share performances. 

SheD gained 7p to 878p and 
Enterprise added 5p to 450p. 

The excitement helped to 
produce an 8.S-point gain to 
3,767.4 for the FT-SE 100 in- 
dex, leaving it just 13.9 from its 
peak The blue-chip index, 
tneasuring the 100 top shares, 
has lagged behind the second- 
liners since stretching to a 
record in February. But the 


supporting index, recording 
the behaviour of the next 250 
shares, has with almost mo- 
notonous regularity ventured 
to new highs. It managed yet 
another with a 10-point gain to 
4387 . 1 . 

There was also just a hint 
that the elusive “feel-good" fee- 
ler had filtered into the stock 
market. Building and related 
shares, if somewhat belatedly, 
enjoyed the latest shots in the 
mortgage war and an upbeat 
Confederation of British In- 
dustry report contributed to the 
more buoyant atmosphere. 

The odd takeover $toiy con- 
tinued to do the rounds and 
many investors remained cap- 
tivated by thoughts of share 
buy-backs and the payment of 
special dividends. 

In a lively media sector 
Mirror Group led the field with 
a 12p gam to 232pm busy trad- . 
big- There was the usual talk 
of a bid, with Carlton Com- 
munications the favourite to 
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strike. But an investment meet- 
ing attended by David Mont- 
gomeiy. Mirror’s chief 
executive, in New York was 
probably the main influence. 

Banks finned on the merg- 
er talks between Switzerland’s 
two biggest banks, Credit Su- 
isse and Union Bank. 

Standard Chartered was a 
leading beneficiary, jumping 
13p to 650p. The market 
alighted on the stoiy that 
Switzerland's third banking 
power, Swiss Bank Corpora- 
tion, would respond to any new 
alliance by hitting the takeover 
trail. 

Standard, down to 292p a 
year ago, would be a dear can- 
didate for SBC's attention; so 


would the Scottish banks, the 
Royal Bank of Scotland and 
the Bank of Scotland. Royal 
rose 13p to 504p and 60S 4p 
to 2573p. 

The feeling was that SBC 
would be particularly attract- 
ed to a UK bank, to allow it to 
build on its mam London ac- 
quisition, the merchant bank 
SG Whrburg. 

Unilever, the Anglo-Dutch 
food and soaps giant, missed 
the fun. The shares fell lOp to 
i,185p, just above their 12- 
mantn low. The BSE crisis has 
taken its toll but the market is 
more perturbed about the 
group’s pedestrian trading 
outlook. 

Water shares drifted lower 


as the Government sold many 
of its residual shareholdings, 
raising £75m. 

Warburg took on the shares, 
in Anglian, Hyder, Southern, 
Thames, United Utilities and 
Yorkshire, for on-sale to insti- 
tutions. Interests in three wa- 
ter companies where takeover 
action is threatened have been 
retained. Biggest of the stakes 
was 3-5 million shares in 
Thames. 

Mercury Asset Manage- 
ment improved 2SJ5p to 916p 
as Merrill Lynch made positive 
noises and MFI, the furniture 
group, continued to draw 
strength from Kleinwort Ben- 
son support, gaming a further 
5p to 171p. 

British Biotech bad an un- 
comfortable session, retreating 
58p to 23 80p, but Cortecs In- 
ternational rose 23p to 310p 
following what appeared to be 
a significant step forward in its 
testing of an orally delivered 
drug for osteoporosis; stock- 


broker Killik & Co expect a big 
marketing deal to follow. First- 
Bus fell 2p to 17Sp as James 
Cape! placed 700,000 shares at 
179p and London Scottish 
Bank lost 33p to 106p follow- 
ing a 650,000 placing by Bar- 
clays de Zoete Wedd at 106p. 

JRexam, the paper group, 
put on 7p to 403p as Swiss 
takeover hopes lingered and 
Alvis, the defence group, rose 
5p to 16Sp on persistent bid 
speculation. 

FL the software group, 
made a stunning debut; placed 
at 235p the shares snot to 
300p in brisk trading. But an- 
other newcomer had a much 
more miserable time. Placed 
last week at 240p Avocet Min- 
ing fell a further 14p to 213p. 

Queens Moat Houses 
finned to 23.75p and Sentry 
Farming rose 44p to 218p on 
a profits jump and a planned 
acquisition. Signet, the jew- 
eller. gained a further 2Jp to 
333p on disposal hopes. 


^Truevision Corporation is 
hngging new highs at 139p. 
Hopes of profit upgrades are 
in the air. 

US deals are likely soon and 
some believe current esti- 
mates of £2L9m for the year to 
end June are too cautious 
and a figure nearer £33m 
wiD be substituted. 

□Flying Flowers, the Jersey- 
based distributor of fresh 
Bowers, is near to mak i ng a 
substantial acquisition; the 
shares shaded to 177p. 

□A Californian diamond 
mine, expected to become a 
top producer; should bring a 
sparkle to Wiverley Mining. 
Shares of Diadem Resources, 
the operating company, have 
surged from $2 to $7 and are 
now more than $5. TOiverky 
b us more than 3 milli on of 
them and the upsurge adds 
around lOp to its assets per 
share. 
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Share Price Data 

Prices BfB in storing except where stated The yield Is last yeart dvbfend, grtwsad up by 
20 per cert, as a percentage of the share price The price/esmgs (P/E) ratio is Hie stars 
prica divided by last yearis earnings per share, exducSng exceptional items. 
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The Independent Index 

TTw index elows you to access raaMfcriB share prices by phone from Seat} Simply dial 
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Foreign Exchange 03 Tokyo Market 21 High Street Banks 41 
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Weight of the world hangs on the lucky Chancellor 


me 


ennelh Clarke has earned 
1 ^ himself a reputation as a 
X. m-good Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. And one of his marks of 
success in the office is the fact that 
he feels no great need to be doing 
something all the time. This lack of 
activism recognises an important 
truth about the UK economy, it de- 
pends far more on what happens in 
the rest of the world than what hap- 
pens here. 

The Government's dependence 
on external events to set the econ- 
omy to rights has been partially 
recognised. A recent article by a 
Labour peer, Meghnad Desai, stim- 
ulated a debate about whether the 
Government will be able to cash in 
on an improvement in the state of 
the economy before the election. 
Thanks to windfalls such as matur- 
ing Tessas and free building society 
shares. Lord Desai suggested, a 
consumer spending booralet and 
housing market revival could re- 
plenish the electorate's reservoir of 
feel-good just in time to end the 
Conservatives’ drought at the polls. 

The question of whether Mr 
Clarke's famous luck will hold in the 
run-up to the election, however, de- 
pends on far wider events than 
these stimuli to consumers. The 
course of business cycles in the rest 
of the world will both influence 
growth here directly and set the lim- 
its to policy in the UK. 

This balance can tilt either way - 
either a dream or a nightmar e for 
a Chancellor hoping to retain office. 
For the US and the European 
economies are tugging in different 
directions. They are at different 
stages of their economic cycles, and 
the liming will be everything in 
their impact on Britain. 

The US is pulling out of a tem- 
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poraiy slowdown into what looks like 
an impressive new spurt of recovery. 
The American jobs machine is work- 
ing overtime, with an average of 

206.000 new jobs a month created 
so far this year, compared with 

142.000 a month towards the end of 
last year. Incomes and spending have 
risen, while survey evidence is turn- 
ing favourable. The remaining weak 
spot is manufacturing industry. 

Meanwhile, Europe's biggest 
economy is on the brink of recession. 
Yesterday's figures for German un- 


chairman Alan Greenspan normal- 
ly seeks an increase in interest rates. 
Mr Greenspan has typically raised 
short-term rates once the economy 
is creating more than 200,000 new 
jobs a month. La a presidential elec- 
tion year he is likely to be extra cau- 
tious about policy changes, adding 
a slight bias towards inaction. 

Meanwhile the German slow- 
down could prod the Bundesbank 
into reducing Os official rates, a move 
that other European countries in- 
cluding the UK could follow. Iflow- 


A few twists in the world economy 
would turn the dream into a nightmare 


employment and other recent indi- 
cators have confirmed expectations 
that GDP will be flat this year. 

Other Continental economies are 
slowing down along with their most 
important market Although they me 
less ridden with gloom than Ger- 
many, high and lasting unemploy- 
ment across the Continent 
symbolises its economic woes. Most 
forecasters predict a European re- 
covery - but not yet 

Mr Darke's dream scenario will 
be realised if the US recovery is not 
too fast and the European slowdown 
not too severe. If US growth stays 
around the pace it has set in the Gist 
quarter of this year it will have 
reached the point above which Fed 


er rates worked quickly, British 
exports to the rest of Europe would 
not be too depressed either. 

Hie growth outlook can be paint- 
ed even brighter when other areas 
of the world are taken into account. 
Bullish economists at the US in- 
vestment bank Morgan Stanley 
think world GDP growth will be 
nearly as strong this year as last, and 
could return next year to its fastest 
since the late 1980s boom. They pre- 
dict continuing recovery in Japan, a 
swing out of recession in Larin 
America, and further rapid expan- 
sion in 'Asia outside Japan. This last 
area accounts for a bigger share of 
world GDP (23 per cent) than Eu- 
rope (21 per cent). 


The j5nal if in the dream scenario 
. concerns inflation. If faster growth 
anfl lower interest rates later this 
year did not have any impact on in- 
flation until after Britain’s general 
election, Mr C3arke*would be able 
to carry off for a few crucial mouths 
an extraordinary balancing act He 
would be able lo present growth near 
his 3 per cent target and inflation 
within spitring distance of the 2J5 per 
cent target. This would confound al- 
most all of the economics profession 
and malm the Chancellor look lucky 
on a visionary scale.. 

However, a few twists of riming 
and degree in the world economy 
would turn the dream into a night- 
mare. If the American economy ac- 
celerates to the point where the Fed 
feels forced to raise interest rates, 
and if the Bundesbank thinks re- 
covery will come soon enough that 
it does not need to cut its rates, there 
would be pressure for an increase in 
Britain's base rate. Export to the US 

- 13 per cent of the total last year 

- would perf orm well, but exports 
to the EU - 58 per cent of the to- 
tal - would re mam slu ggish. Britain’s 
recovery would be delayed. 

Tighter monetary policy would be- 
come essential if two other things 
happened. One, inflation might 
head upwards early. Monetarists 
have pointed out that policy has loos- 
ened across the globe. Although the 
general level of commodity prices, 
a classic early inflationary warning 
sigoal, is lower than a year ago, food 
and energy prices are rising again. 
The Bank of England’s UK-specif- 
ic commodity index has started to 






jEaropeGDP 

% change yearOTy^ 


rush 






•?' El 


*£V- f 

-, f *r •* -• mm** 1 1 j 

r.V -i . 1 

7 W . vtf . -V ^ 


fes I 

fwjyv -,*r 






r 


1 

m 
: * 

i 

1 




1 

1 



D 







rrp 

H-r 




-M 


9597 I 1971 75 


tensions over the creation of a sin- Which will it be, dream or night- year - _ pnts j t at 33 

gle currency. The foreign exchange mare for the Conservatives • The romnared with the 25 per 

markets see sterling as a weak cur- straws in the wind are pointing Mr Pf ^ L InWirbuig’s econo- 
rency, prone to political ride, and the Clarke’s way. For every piece of bad cent target SG^rmi^seam^ 

pound would dive along with the news about the strength of the mists h 43 per cent by 

Italian lira and Spamsfabeseta. British economy, there is a conn- reasona bly modeM 4- per cent by 
^ £ .1 ftrtrt/t nouic the end Of 1W/. 


So if the timing went wrong, the terbaianring piece of good news. *««*.«*- ■ • „ dwn 

Chancellor would face the prospect This means that a decent recovery S 0 M 1 Darke ^dweUrodowa 
: 1 : _ £ M .100 thp mui nfbe in history as a lucky C Dance nor as 


reasonably modest 4.2 per cent by 
the end of 1997. 


climb and was up 3-5per cent in the 
year to December. Tne oil price is 


year to December. The oil price is 
at its highest since the Gulf War. 

Secondly, there could be a Euro- 
exchange rate crisis brought on by 


Chancellor would tace tne prospecr inis means mai a umw . rr* 

of having to tighten policy at a time from the pause at the end of last year in tostory asa lucky ChamoeflOT as 
of slugfSh growth - or admit that is under way. fellas a goodone. M 

he badgivenupon Ms inflation tar- Yet the pick-up is unlikely to be far from an odds-OD 

get (There would certainly be siren strong enough or happen soon turnout for the^t. It woMd^ 
voices urging him not to sacrifice enough to feed into higher inflation only small changes m thevwwn earn- 
growth fortbe sake of shaving an ex- ahead ofthe election. The most pes- omy for Mr Dartre to turn out 
tra percentage point or two off simistic forecast for the target mea- Labours last Chancellor, Dems 
inflation.) sure of inflation at the end of this Healey - to be good but unlucky. 
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Rocumry 3662 01 

(Accun UrtlX 4359 4662 Of 

UK Growth 6967 6676 2BS 

(Accun Untn) 695 7364 20E 

Mntt PmMani IMt Dual HngM Ud 
EotBrpriSBHMb MmbantibwallU 
Putsonath Mmt* POI JAW 
BnmMSK 0T7« 6614*0 OMn? 01 WS BB13S0 


Ceuw G»* Aec 0610 

Optei Capw Gutn Acc 0033 
Gtep Ondi n> itcane M TBSO 
(Accun Utta] DUO 

Qpan OOP Gw#i «r Me tocDUO 


(Accun unis) ease 

FpimbikiuM 

R> AmaHCnn E6S4 

(Accun lew eao* 

FP Amu Smte Cos D620 
FP Aoten Growth 302X1 
(tauntU*?) 31420 

FPAianien «11G0 
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FP Han ta a n m Bona eoso 
WoailMa) W 200 

FPMOHOi 3682 

(Accun UnW 5668 

FP Paote Barti Aeeun 23270 
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Japan Bov £89818 £3*873 
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Equity MOme D47Q m«0 

UK Tscflcal Abcsdcn 6405 6834 

Eucpeon M3X) t S 2 P 

F^r Eastern » 720 26300 

Ftead IWid 9263 5586 

Gfe 8786 9296 
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«8*J 5499 
4227 108 

5639 108 

TBS 188 
7*020 188 

7290 17 

7U7 37 

6021 72 
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’Dream time 
in morning 
rush hour 

Sue Montgomery sees Classic hopes 
in a spring ritual on Newmarket Heath 


Whispering boofbeats at dawn, 
and Newmarket’s age-old ritu- 
al is is underway. With the first 
racecourse trials for the Classics 
less than a week away, the 
pulse of this 2400-horse town 
in Suffolk and the pace of life 
on the training grounds have 
quickened perceptibly in re- 
cent weeks. 

And yesterday morning was 
the busiest yet, as some of the 
names which may become 
household ones went through 
their elegant paces on the hal- 
lowed Limekilns. The first hois- 
ts to emerge were almost 
“shadows in the half-Egbt, but die 
substance was soon revealed un- 
der a fitful, watery sunrise. 

The Limekilns, so-called af- 
ter the ancient brickworks on 
the ate, are the carefully guard- 
ed jewel amid Newmarket’s 
1400 acres of gallops. Here, the 
turf has lain undisturbed for 
centuries, and has a unique 

j! HYPERION’S TV TIPS 

H CHELTENHAM 

236: Emotions would run high in 
the winners' enclosure if the veter- 
an Mole Board won this, the final 
race of his career. But unless rain 
softens the ground, BORO EIGHT, 
a fresh horse who acts well on fast 
going, can come out best for his ca- 
pable trainer. 


hoof-friendly quality. Horses 
are not allowed to disturb it dur- 
ing wet winter weather, and its 
opening by Jockey Club Estates 
— its guardians — in the spring 
is zealously awaited each year 
by local trainers. 

Imag ine a rougluy uiaugiuar 
open sweep, bounded by tall 
beech hedges on two long sides, 
with the apex fcy the traffic lights 
on the junction of the Bury and 
Thetford roads, and the base, 
more than a mile distant, a strip 
Of Douglas pines marking 3 
track between the 1 impiniiw 
and the adjacent WaterhaH gal- 
lops. The land is undulating, 
mimicking the descent into the 
Dip and rise to the winning post 
of the Rowley Mile racecourse. 

After daybreak, during the 
two hours between seven and 
nine o'clock, an industry gets to 
work. The first string to appear 
yesterday was that of David 
Loder; reduced - despite the 

3-65: Ihnado, 11 lengths behind 
VIKING FLAGSHIP at Chel- 
tenham, may well get closer today 
but is unlikely to get past David 
Nicholson's tough Ain tree winner. 


3-4<k Strong Promise has excellent 
credentials for this, having only 
just failed to hold Urubande at Ara- 




HYPEffON 

1-55 CERTAIN ANGLE (nap) 340 %ra Ranbler 

230 Boro Eight 405 General Rusty 

3D5 Viking Flagship 440Forestal 

GOING: Good to Finn (Good In pbraol. 

■ Left-frond, galloping course wlih mSB fences. Uphill ran-fai of 240yd. 

■ Couxae to lm N at warn off A43B. Bun link from Ctefeentam raflway audon (served 
Bristol, Birmingham and London, Paddbigum) 2m sanqr. ADMISSION: dub A Taacr- 
sbUs combined SIS (Juniors, 16-24 years, SB); Foster's Endoane £6. CAK PARK: Five. 


■ LEADING TKAINBK8 WTTH RUNNERS: D Mcbobmn — 36 from 190 ren- 

nets gives a success ratio of 18.09b and a k*» 10 • £1 level soke of £13.58; M Pipe — 
35 winners. 285 runners. 21.3%, -538.10'. N Twtaun-DaslM — 32 winners, 220 run- 
ners, 14.59b, -414.47; K BiOey — 23 winners, 86 runners, 2439b, -S7.60. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dimwoody — 44 winners, 227 ride*, 19.4H, +SJ233; A 
Magntre —26 winners. 182 rides, 143%, -55234; J Osborne — 24 winnas, 1 73 rides, 
133%, -464.81; N Wmiaawon — 21 winners, 87 rides, 24.1%, +533.53. 

WINNERS IN THE IACT SEVEN DAIS: None. 

LONG- DISTANCE RUNNERS: Orota Keen* (3.40) has been sest 236 mflea by J J O'Neill 
from Skekon Wood End, Cumbria; BhooriU Bay (1.65) sen 223 mOes ty Mrs M Revefcy 
trom lingdale, Qevriand. 

U eel D J EQUINE NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £6000 
1 •*— added 2m 5f Penalty Vafcie £4*241 

1 001152 HtK ID S8JBV(USAK12)ffre to Seen tatnentariC Ronton 71110 — PCodxny 

2 • 0-4300 IMtoOftiKD ME (42) (Laty Lloyd VMteri NHerettsn 6 11 8 MARtgorid 

3 U3MQ2 CSIDUN ANGLE (14) (the Rytonn 5jnrica») P Hobte 7 11 5 RDomoody 

4 36F311 MR PfSSHJOfT (37) 0As8 Me«J) C Bwcte 7 112 BMqr 

5 11132U POLDCH PHDE (142) (C) ff> F Ledger, C A ftny, G Baring G BaUng 8 11 1 _A P McCoy 

6 5226-PI HHOSSAJ BAY (33) (MoM Waams) Ms M Ifeudey 8 110 FMura 

7 S3F3F3 HANMXUDfMHHB Stater) Nlkcmn-Dnfes 7 100 CUsrodjo 

8 PUF423 IMBaOIAeAlE«(RLSoor9elNRMB«8100 KQw4»(31 

9 mm WHl CtDUD (27) ftofy RocnW C Vlteton 7100 BHo©m(3) 

-9 doctored - 

Atehiro rotfr 20SL True hop rotfft: FbfpcK M9a 13D, MKrnmG*9sr8L tier Out Stt Ob. 
BETTING: 7-2 Mr ftesfchnt, 4-1 Fhn TO Sewn, 5-1 Certain Angle, 11-2 Rfcostfl Bay, 7-1 UtoaoK 
naflato, 12-1 fsktaB Pride, M-lRariack lad, WaoMmlCriB, 40-1 tawarOaul 
1SS& Suw Malt 7 10 0 B PoroB 12-1 (B Median) U ran 
FORMGUBE 

Mr (YosMoirt wdl be strongly tended, but tfds can ga to POLPEN PMDE, a fleMtog with 
winning tom on the course, a fast-ffound spedalta and representing a JockQMrataefcom- 
tanation that cm do Sate wror« at preaant Potoan Prate has teen rested tor MB (aR frond 
end, apwt from a course win from Doc's Dilemma tn September. PoWen Pnde also refts 
a 101b pulwitb Cartota Angle, who ha would probably haw beaten at Exeter in October 
but far a tost-tancB ft*. Woodftwl Gale B a raw Nicky Hendareon nmnar In a handcap on 
Ns chasing debut end he would not be uAtaut a chance on his Neutowy tt*rd to Tennessee 
Twist and Yahnri in Novamber. Mr Prefittert has always wotted Bke a gpoC horse and r»s 
troubles are behind Nm judged on laoant wins a Doncaaar aid Newbuiy. It eat so easy 
to him at Newbury off lOst 3to, but the opposition was weak and he's now on a fester sur- 
face off a 140> tidier rating. Certain Anfre had a few Jumping I»cci4» earflar tn the 1 sea- 
son but gatoed wins at Beter and Taunton. Richard Dumwody has been boo ked an d tills 
b C atari Angle's ground so a good run Is enp e ond. Rvw To Sana ran sal ag maRpck- 
et Run at Aintree. whde RtKWSfl Bay feces a sterner test after Seait^GeneralComTOnd 
when, gening tots of we#tt at Doncaster. Oatocfiwr POLDEN PRIDE 

reoTSlMmE GROUP HURDLE (CLASS B) £7^00 added 
C~5ll 2m 4f Penalty Value £5469 V 

1 QQ4-304 BQRD BBHT (12) (BeiSJn, PAjpfiy anC Atan) MBs V WtamslO 11 12 — — 

2 04H2P MOLE BOARD 08} fOT fW £ SWO ; OH 14 11 12 MAWnUtf 

3 O46F0U H0WAM)PtKICT((l)rrr»HB(iwtoiiflRNnBr9113 — 

4' 152KO BWDBURY SIAR (131) (CD) yamesQrroOe^ JGriMO 11 110 PMda 

— 4 dfM-frrod - 

BEITffte W Mria Board, 7-4 Boro Stftt, M Hap* Aad Pops. 1M Mto Sfaa. 

1895: NfrjSDnn 5 11 8 R Dummody 7-2 <M Pipe} 8 ran 

. FORM GUK>E ^ _ . 

JoshGdtoris back amongst the vwmsaftwfl »e g" 
in pilling BRADBURY STAR in tWs *"*»«*; 

raongwi this track and could wad surprise the aged hurtflartoril* fcwredHm&efcwro- 

bray Star woukS bo amgftopa And Pops stones oyer fen ces y et geo ^ 3|b rowy- *»■ 

tumtoa condfflons recehurdfe wM aid Hops 
dvasHng Greet Mamuesa « Newoury m No« m,,er - 1 

asS« «s, tnou^ te vwsnt ck»e to tt» Aintree IkwjewtsMW 

ato Ftoky Mullm Beaten rare tengmslntofou^l^wctetotfw atom rare^d^s 

ago after Tte seventh to the Chanson HunSe. Boro Bfl rt tt no w 4U> oeaer off wnn mob 

totre w^-ter^ beaw« « Asc« to FWmjarj^OitstayBd^nrrra&Bugtto 

Ote Bound at Kempton and then putted ra: lame m Che Stayers rtrfeaf Q®ttanham. Mole 
Boatd has every chance of cormng pod today A he best. 

StfacOon: BRADBURY STAR 

Panel FAUCETS FOR MFRA RADA SHOWERS SHVER 
1305 1 TROPHY CHASE (CLASS A) (Grode2) £30 000 E2Sg El 

added 2m 5f Penalty VhSie £20286 

1 U3224 reawio (29) W — V SK? 

2 431121 WONfl HA6SW»C13) (O (Roach foods Uwiedl D W* 11 9 11 

3 2P-22P1 BUES CAVIAlBt {22) Raon^D GsrcWb S U « • m 

-3 Sectored - 

sen*® vBdpg R^tdp, iwMto m ®*» c »* far 

1998: no cooHDonfing race 


wofKers on tne production line are put through their paces on the Limekilns at Newmarket yesterday 


appearance of the old maestro 
Lester Piggott on Prince Of An- 
dros - to the role of a sup- 
porting acL For the stable star, 
Blue Duster, does not work un- 
til this morning. 

From other yards came 
cameo performances of ^ varying 
quality. Qassic Eagle, the flag- 
bearer of the troubled Gassic 
Thoroughbreds ownership 
company, finished ahead of his 
companions, but had his ears 
scrubbed off to do so. The 
game handicap mare Lap Of 
Luxury appeared to thorough- 
ly enjoy herself in what proved 
virtually a solo spin. John Gos- 

trec. But after a hard season he will I 
find fl difficult to concede 241b to 
the lightly-iaced TARA RAMBLER. 
Salty Hall's novice is progressing and 
has plenly of speed. 

con 

4J5: GENERAL RUSTY likes to 
hear his hooves rattle and should 
win this if the going r emain* fast 


den's Derby colts, Sacho, Potn- 
mard and Lord Of Men, strut- 
ted their stuff on Tuesday, but 
yestenlay the Stanley House 
Oaks prospect Kerry Ring 
caught the eye in her breeze 
with GitumbeUa. Another Sly, 
the Michael Stoute-trained 
Dance Sequence, seems to have 
progressed well over the winter 
and finished clear of her group. 

Luca Cumanfs fiHy Papering 
has developed physically over 
the winter, more markedly than 
Mons, the stable's Derby hope. 
But the Bedford House star yes- 
terday was undoubtedly Smart 
Alec. The four-year-old, due to 


run at Newmarket's Craven 
meeting not week, powered six 
lengths clear of Midnight 
Legend and Suplizi without ap- 
parent effort. 

But the main action was yet 
to come. As Henry Cecil took up 
station on his grey hack, sur- 
rounded by a posse of acolytes 
on foot, the big guns from War- 
ren Place appeared like indians 
on the skyline nearly a mfle away, 
tiny figures forming into groups 
of three and four for their charge 
towards the watchers. One’s 
sympathies were with Caster. 

In the first wave, all eyes were 
looking for Basra Sham, and the 


1,000 Guineas favourite did 
not disappoint The chestnut fil- 
ly was not asked much, but the 
maimer in which she cruised 
alongside the colt Storm Hoop- 
er with Tony McGlone sitting 
motionless was noted by most, 
and by the end of the day the 
well-oiled bookmakers' tele- 
graph from Newmarket had 
ensured her Qassic price had 
contracted from 7-4 to 6-4. 

The second Cedi sweep con- 
cerned the middle-distance 
three-year-olds, notably the sta- 
ble’s three Derby hopes, at this 
stage kept apart Big. rangy 
Silver Dome, with McGlone up 


Two owners banned from all tracks for 10 years 


IWo owners, Patricia Hamilton 
and Jim McDonald, were yes- 
terday warned off for 10 years 
each by the Jockey Gub for 
their involvement with Pretty 
Average, a winner last year at 
Thirsk, who was found to have 


FORM GUDE 

vaoNG FLAGSWP, back to Iks brttem best at Amtree, can bo boctad wWi cortodeocaio 
see rtT te Two nwls, Tnwado anC Bates C avaA w. Die taster gound would afrrays gve 
Travado a fighting chance of turning over Ns old wral and he was only stx lengris «Wt of 
toe DraM Nicholson runner at the Chetenhani Festival. But he’s stir in a toutfi rask to- 
day agama a horn who mwCed to toe returi to tote sort or trip at Arotree - Vittng Flag- 
sMp wmrung that race a tomtit off) to the second >ear running. Tbe novice Gatae CmSer 
retuned from a res to beat & 4 Jer Tactics at Exeter throe weeks agj buns haiti to fancy 
to this teg*. 

TntocUon- VIWNG FlAGSHg 

fo Afi 1 SFIMnONAL HUNT NCMCEiWDICAP HURDLE 
|O^W| royu. (CLASS A) (Grade 9 £25,000 added 2m F 
4f Penalty Value £18410 

1 132062 STRQNB HKACSE (12) [G tiOteRl} G HttaO 5 12 0 KGMa(9) 

2 132313 lMQ£R9(T{l4)p}tlUan)SeBi81ltTNeaB103 UDwyw 

3 04G6U TWA IlMW Rt (38) (D) U ttensonj Vtei S HU 7 10 4 PCartany 

4 54210 HOODaiMMtC13)(D)CMIfrnKONHnfeaon5103 MAR«nid 

5 6214 AIB£Sae(39iBWYHMsSVManB5101 kOnwoody 

8 S32F FiyWG fflJWCB pO) |R Maryan Gibbv D MchcKon 5 10 0 NIMIn 

7 133B21 JMITS CROSS pBJP) Oerie Grott teor« G BAfrij 6 100 A P McCoy 

8 1-21550 EXimmnW«m(5nm(EdBiarPioaailid)NT«tsorGMBs6100 C Itarato 

9 212014 OU HMnS (23]<D} (RWlborBor)! 7U0 Q BStarajr 

10 053UP UBSOPiaBSTCUKD) (BFjnhePioi^iPBnnechW DNfcnafconSlOOJtJohnioaO) 

-IDtetonti- 

SMnm iietfk: 102 . 7)wl»dtapM|^)K Anav^i Ocss 9a 1 TB, Dterior Aats 9stUA OUHtoB 
9a 106 . Wb OpIMa SM lOto. 

HETTMG: lH54nra« riu ra te e. 92 Tars Rate, G-l hnaft Cross, 13-2 Unde Kany, 7-1 Am- 
Mariis, UUK Opdalit, IMfltok FraSro, 14-1 HaodTO H Old KaUts, IB-1 R)to8 6*- 

mm. 

1999: Baar Oaw 0 11 8 J 09m 3-1 (0 ShenooA 25 ran 
FORMeuSE 

Shone Praarise is «oen to attack hare undarl2st after Ms cractaigaflarta&insi Urubande 
at Amtree. and TARA RAMBLER coukt ha the snip at the welghb off lOst 4Ax Paul Car- 
beny is nding brtBantiy at present and has bean on Tara Rambler to wtna at Maiket Rasen 
and Doncaster. The latest win from Seel Moss raider a 1010 penalty was a decent effort 
and, wnh Jet Boys seven lengths beck to fourth, re has every chance today of beating Ex- 
terior Profiles, who raced at levels when beating Jet Boys 10 lenghe m Kerreton In No- 
vember. Hooded Hw* looked good at Fakenham but filtered taied ori at Amtree to Sfrrar 
Shratfh race. The fast grxmdb a wony to Aa iMetM a, who has been aimed to this race 
since a Chepstow win under Richard Drawoody from Coratetra to Fefaruaiy. Undo Koany 
is oqxisedefiar his AtoraetoW tn Top Spin and tote faster Round may count against him, 
but Jimmy's Cross « a fredi hone who loves test (ymmd. Sefacrinn: TARA RAMBLER 

1^ <|c| T1MEFORM GOLDEN MILLERHANDtCAP CHASE Rgfil 
CLASS C) £7flOO added 3m 2f 110yds Penalty pffgfal 
Value £4^56 

3. 6F-aF9 IEEaASS(19HQmMaPBdu]tCtoolBiaU.10 GBoslej 

2 1-21114 GBCMLRUnYOTnmilichBEfHtedCMamSUO JPuM» 

3 OIRltf HTH (143 (TM Morr*9 PBwror 9 11 5 R Joined (3) 

4 U1-F4F PWXD SUN {BF5 (Slwat PTeJ S P*B 8 11 2 MAR^ratf 

5 P3-UHJ BAMRaa(Ma)OanSSM)PHoU)B9109 A P McCoy 

6 40-1321 t£lffiUE(3M(!Qgl||NjlAchBBAJmra7l06 _Almch(3) 

7 31124 BK BSI DU9 (27) fffl (Up&tfe BtoraockJ C Brads 10100 DGak^or 

Mtonurn we^ic Ilia. The fenftap we|^t Bg Ben On 9 b lie. 

BBINfc 9-4 fisaonri Rady, 3-1 la Hdk, 92 Promt Seo, 5-1 Bmtool, a-1 Hoae, 8-1 Big Boo 
Dra,U4Ha*ChB 

199& W Tra 9 11 0 A Tory 5-1 <K Bsiiool 9 an 

FORM GUIDE 

Had the ground been tost, Charfie Mann would hawi fcran QENERAL RUSTY Ns chance to 
toa Gdd Cup. 1>» Rftz Qub HsncKeap ms also typassed. but Dite looks a decent consola- 
bon pniB wnh General Rusty being nicely pruned for the attempt after hta Utttnew am be- 
hind Even Bke - that tfound stffl being too slow to Nm. So Impressive to toe Charisma 
Chase m kempton back m October, General Rusty can 6how these the way home despite 
(he saaahle wettrtL Cool Dawn's fine aftot to the fcuh National on Monday « a due to to- 
Km turner Proud Sun's chance. He Neo has an BppeaXng lock at tire we&its and Mick 
Fitzgerald a booted to get him jumping, which has bean suspect wfeh falls at kempton and 
Ascot either stete at a poor junpmg display at (he FestivaL Bankroll has had this race as 
iws target all season and the Doundsnght to Hm. He goes mfl fresh so the layerfr shouldn't 
be a problem and Tony McCoy is just the man id get Nm jumping. Big Bra Dun had leg 
trouble when wtih John ware so n was hi! make to Cterbe Brooks to get Wm reedy to a 
ftftestone win four weeks ajp after such a tayofll This is a stronger race. 

Selection: GENERAL RUSTY 

l if cnl STOKE ORCHARD JUVENILE NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS O £7^00 added 4VO 2m 4f Penalty Value £5499 

1 21P0U CMCOOfiR(10)(G)(&ascftieteKBngCBtfrMy)DNihoi90nl20 RJofaraoti |3) 

2 221522 reuy80y(2fi|(rHBEnne«TE«Bdiylll LWyra 

3 4015 INtU)TB0Hr^2)(9FHTBaRSfMfrRSin«sanljQ7 D M a tf i nr 

4 40015 FMtanL(33)($eA>E)S(MBal05 MARtt*** 

5 0082 IMM50BS (19) Ucfri Diggn] N ThaanOaes 10 0 C U wMto 

-5kcM* 

BETIMBcU-lO CMcodsri, 3-1 OsBy Bty, H tasato, 11-2 IWbd Root, 6-1 tarasdsM. 

3999: MeWt 4 10 13 M Pmsn 4-1 <G tfrmcod} 15 en 

FORM GUIDE . 

Ch ldodarf has improwd on Iter ground and the toltog of binwere. wmntog cosily at Wter- 
wick and Eroter, but he's over a tongar tnp today conceding 211b to a decent sort In UMT- 
ED FRONT, stoodkfnT Show his tnie tunning at FbntMel after the Newton Abbot win from 
NnbteSKfe. FttoretV nitti Heray Cad, United From has his ftst run to Rod Simpson after 
laavmg Roland O'SiAvan and could take 08 to a big way an ths fast ground. Oaky Boy has 
not had tne best of fuck ctf taffi, coming across toe cirosy BJetmte Du Moi^nat Newcas- 
tle after the tantoe Dound sc Ftoydotkehen second to Marchant Ming. TMs is more ttis 
surface, while Ra ras den a m over the longer trip to toe ftst time and couM do better than 
heavy gwaid wrong f o t a mi . fleletllom UNITED FRONT 


RJoteronO 

IARmTOI 

_AP McCoy 
Alraroch(3) 


run in unlicensed races under 
the name of Short'n Sweet. 

The pair admitted that they 
were in breach of the rules con- 
cerning misleading racecourse 
stewards and those covering in- 
volvement with flapping horses. 


HYPERION 

240 Hey Up Doly 2JS5 Dungeon Princess 3^0 
Panther 4 j 05 Irish Fiction AM Eau De Cologne 
545 Cutthroat Kid (nb) 

GOING: Good (Good K> Soft tn ptsres). 

BEAUS: Stands’ tote except Jm 65yd§ ft lmlf flnskle raD). 
DBA W ADVANTAGE: High best for lm to Uo 11 

■ Right-hand nnckilating course with pear-shaped loop. 

■ Couroe te N oT uwn on B7D7I. FtonOuroWcststralon lnuAD- 
M18SJON: CtobSLU; Grandstand ft Paddock 5 7 (54 frrQARhdte- 
■falBd 5 studns, 510 to ocupto); raato-1 6a free. CAB PARK: Flee. 


BLINKERED PDtST TOOS: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE EUNNEB9: Serafcc King (2A5) hn been sent 
408 mfles by P Ifilchefl Crocn Epsom Prams, Sumy; Got Toogn 1551 
sera 408 rnOes by S Dow from Epsom, Surrey. 

(Ohfll CAUJBl APPRENTICE HANDICAP (CLASS 
l=±ZlJ E) £4400 added lm 65yds 

1 222161 MU1EMrffnABator913&atJlto*WfeD»Cai0 

2 640000 TNB(imt*CB|Cn)P(telari7910_CSmlOraraocp}5 

3 385406 HASIBl 0R1E HOUSE n(D|M Hammond 10 9 5 

D Hayden (3) G 

4 104000- WTlPDOUTpSa) JJ0NEi4 94 09wrCasayl2 

5 156162 RMM0VMU2SI (12] [Di D Wchob 4 9 1 — lottei Wn7 

6 504000- LANCASWtE 1BT (2C2J g# E ASton 588 -R IMaa (3} 3 

7 500000 MriMM7rMMi[7)RMan58 7 JDwnall 

8 165-504 MU.MNCERC73)(D)PF)EAkk)n486 ^KaM(S|2 

9 413430- WnBSF0UT{2B2}(D) ItofrsSnBi466 JtHtoKbt^A 

10 055526 9HEPUSS»(n|DHE)(hJn5584JMnr8DBia8 

U 004000- MUBUnitl7S)0}DNchofe68O MfimkBffiS 

12 050500 WD MMER (7] (C| D ht&i 9 7 10 Joanna Wobrfar (3] 9 

-UdBdarad- 

IMnkrunm&gtTstlQti. Tiue hmtap nUffa: ftapkt kloKT 7sL 
BETTW&51 7-2 to afr o Wa tera , 5-1 TManted Ting, &-ll*ro- 

tar Oftbe Hooia, 10-1 taacaablra Lka, Ante nstoen, 22-1 others 

o eel SPRMGFELD RAHNG RELAJED MADEN 
[*^^1 STAKES (CLASS R £3y450 3YDlm 65yds 

1 403055 nUMMIBr EBRD (143} M JCftrean 9 0 lWaavar3 

2 50204-5 DOMMDRlSf(4^MsASUnbai*90 IRataMl 

3 2040 FUST B0T(19}KkMiMe 90 JFEgra2 

4 060554 GET TOUGH CU)S Dow 90 ADriy(5)8 

5 050 HISIBt WDOOSnCX C17] U J8M9 90 PRnhtoanaS 

6 054553 RATTt£ (B) J J CTNei 90 S DWBuw 7 

7 365 SOWKMBn75)PMcnefi90 toHma(7)6 

8 55024 DIMGEONPMNCESS[7)MC)Bnnon811 RHa0W>4 

-Sdrateed- 

BETTMK 9-4 ItagNn Macaaa, 7-2 Get Tan0^ 5-1 Mtoir Woodirick, 
Rattto, 51 Boondary BW, 51 Sevist Nag, 151 othras 

loonl DA/E COOPER MEMORIAL HAffl)»CAP 
(CLASS D) £5400 added 6 1 
2 523300 UUMBEEr(12)(a))PHagtem4100 IFmtm*12 

2 000500 SUEME[!)MWIte4911 RM^MlS 

3 6M0005 GARN0CKVttlEV(180)G8 IBcny697 ICamBlA 


Pretty Average was a well- 
backed 20-1 winner of a selling 
handicap on 29 July last year for 
trainer Basil Richmond, who 
was cleared of any breach of the 
rules prior to the inquiry. 

An invohremeat with flappers 


4 042265 MtSIBI tfffSTSOM) flfi4) (CO) Ws8Lfcfl»495 

JWwarl5 

5 122005 HAnKALKEy (208) (D! D H^dnJanra3 92 —AUack^l 

6 110055 O0S8SI (184) (D) Denys 128 It KMm4 

7 005060 PAITOSt (54) (CO) J htethenoi 689 KDratayB 

8 000055 OCT (7) (IB) MB L (tear 10 8 9 NCUtaortonB 

9 001140 I£NnGPflHCESS(7HCD|MBBl.reias589Ji(jppta7 

ID 260500 CRAKE D0Y(3) (CD) NB^orft 687 PlWtenS 

11 552111 uraui£RY(27)ABafay5B6 tagka Gaftwaa (7) 3 

12 014105 SUHXMD (19G) (CD) R MXBV 686 PFM«y(5)2 

13 604050 S4IKU«UWBllAW(7]EWtonH4 84_jreangl7 

14 000505 MMHat{Ut9«l)G0khyia82 IFE&nS 

15 500605 AWOMBM C U U MI E tm F)T[^p4 713 JtlhlroP)ll 

16 008505 RMUS MANOR [20Q E AlsBin 5 7 12 LOwmocklO 

17 065 CTfiBALO (269) M ss L Pwral l 5 7 ID P1Mfdti(3)10 

hMrwn wrfgro 7M 10b Tn* handcap ro^it Qrobato 7ft 2b. 

BEm» M My fiatay, 51 Ufra Beat 7-1 Crack VAMy, M liatog 
Nocca, DM, 151 tontfaar, 12-1 Na irn a l Key, Denaben, 14-lntbm 

I A Hr: I DUN WAN MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
l^ 3 l STAKES (CLASS F) £3^50 added 5f2Y0 

1 2 MSlBLIBIEpQ J Beny90 1 Can* 4 

2 22 SBSH TOWN f7) M Owner 90 RHo0»l 

3 OUR RJIUEM Johnson 90 MtoarorS 

4 EXPRESS 6HB.0 Motor 8 9 OanoB MaRatt (3) 2 

liirlfU^ j mm 

BETIMfc 7-4 Man He8on. 54 Dn STB Haro, Onr Rriaa, 7-1 Erpreaa flbt 

\AACi\ GLEN UMTIB) STAKES (CLASS F) £3,450 
added lm 4f 

1 000512 ASTBM.UIB9S(8LhflgD591 KFMobS 

2 222301 CAlDBt IMG (8) (Q J L Eyte 5 9 1 R Unite 5 

3 612000 IENHIASANyiHN(l^(CSJ ABEriBy791.^AMackay6 

4 104000 KMGCUntN|21}(qABatoS813 LOoreodc4 

5 356600 lUSB»(7]|D)RBasimn7 8 33 ACUhroeS 

6 334043- EWOEGOUGW(tSDClhoa«n4812J}a«McfeBral 

7 602655 F4SSAN(185)MHBrfn]nd4812 )Csrol7 

8 060356 HOUSE OF DREAMS HQ G Mona 4 8 12 J Fortran 2 

9 0050 CARMENOURA (4fl EAfed»489 SDtMroc8 

BEnMB 11-4 tokto Hog 51 Astral Waato, llr2 Eai De CNogae, 5 
1 Facsan, 13-2 ftMntBanajtbin, 151 Hrbo Of Dream*, 12-1 olbera 

fcTcl JOSffH B00MCK80IH BRJUMT HAND- 
ICAP (CLASS E) £4300 added lm 5f 

1 025555 CUTTHROAT KD (8) fCO| UreMfterey 6912— KOatey 7 

2 CC164-5 LORD HASTtE (12) C Thormn 6 9 9 0 Peas (3) 8 

3 000005 SARUtStT (15] (BF) DNdidte89 9 Atax&eaws2 

4 300005 nmiTO1ttlASTlpB5)M Hammond 498 — XFatol 

5 4005 FMAflnR(217) WSuey493 PFBaeyHa 

6 550131 00t08SEUqjLQre4813 Rl^pte4 

7 61-6110 nantlMNCE (21)0 Hepburns 9 8 12 A today B 

8 531505 ABUSE (222) MB L tent 5 8 11 I Cam* 11 

9 04-00*2 >ECraMEE(B)C1tnTm»488— Jfcao Mcftama B 

10 415651 EUR07II8ST (8) (QSKsdnd 788 (4a») ItetarelS 

11 643563 MUCEOFGOU)nLling>661 IftnteglA 

12 015325 WflME1MITOI6B<[2B2)TD)Ri4 7 13 -_R Helen (7) 13 

13 310503 LORD ADVOCATE (7) (09 DNrbn 8 7 11 — NVMqy(3}9 

14 053205 nUBST A W Qsra 4 7 11 NKamafrylD 

15 00005 fSHUty KMBHT (3773 J Haldane 6 7 10 —LCharaadi 12 

-15dectead- 

MWman rnOgc 7sf lOfc- True wrifcap H|gE friandfr Krfffir 7a 8b. 
BEmNtt 51 Cutthroat Kid, U-2 Coksta, Brotafrt 7-1 Me Charofce*. 
15-2 lte« To lira lack, 51 Mare 01 Cold, 51 Sarorat, 151 othara 


RACING RESULTS 


EXETER 

2Ofcl_ieSS01ttUlSS(MrJCX*W*; 
4; 2. Pfeasast SmpriM 13-8 few: 3L SMw 
M 7-4. 4 ran. 7. L (Miss H Kmgro. Totes 
£3^0. DubJ Forecast: £3.00. Computer 
Straws Forecast: £5^0. „ , c 

iBtt ± IIT MAIN MUt (A P McWJi®- 
L 2. Master Rina 14-1; 8. Buff DTho 
ttraarf 50-1: 9 ran. 5B ft* Sounds SOW* 
22, 2& (M»S MaafiBr-BemeuS. TOtes 
CUD. £2.60, £6 JO. Df: £43.00. CSF: 
C5&22. Tree £174^0. , . . 

3JBe L WOUND (B Pt»«(l 7-2ff 

fev;2.RBMyRrelS-l;3.Si»reMHN«20- 

1 8 ran. 7-2 jt ten Keep Me In Mtotf. 3j "- 

(R BuddoO. TOOK £3^0; £l-dO. £250. 
£3.10. Dft £2Z5a CSF: £26.18. Traasfc 
£36020. 

3^ L GENERAL SAlinE lAPMfOy 
lfrl- 2. Hm)y Btetih* 4-1; 3- Stenn»ort|- 
bto25L IS ML4^tev Bested Friends fur- 
SMB 6 Metf. L 18.(0 B6W®. Wfc £3»« 
£3.70. £1:40, £7.10. DP £25J0JSF- 
mXO. Tikt. £33490. After a stewf* 
Bony. tf» 2nr hoisB Sands Pobmws «■ 

twabSad aid ptecad. last 

i. OONnD-ESIRUVALIA P 
UK f VAMAngroaoh 11-1; 3. Smw 
toofltfiwiuiH H-2. Bran- 4. 3W. W Bag; 
SgL To br f £1.10, £2.00, £L90- Or 
£1240, CSF; £32.07. TrtcasE L58.70- 

l aca* sreaffl 

^ a. Flofr Iwfr 5-L 3. Oifrrt 

S-Lamft. u; 6. « Peacock). Vrt£ 

£U0,'- £2.90, £2.40. OF: £12.00. CSF: 


£17.22. TriCOSC rTZTT.TrwiOiSO. 
ptaewpot: £481.60. Quscteot: £23.00. 
pfacn & £44659. PtesaS: £13&42- 

RtPON 

2 J 0 : 1 . K*Ot» WOIVE (1 Tate) a-fr 2. 
poubto Pralc 3-1: 3. The Gay Fox 1D-1- 8 
ran. 13-6 *w Prince of Partes. IVj. IV*. (A 
StaSSterfl 6^0; «i». £L50, £1*0. 
nf: £3230. CSF: £3232. 

240: J. OTMIHrstBBEND(LQ»nocW 
7-U 2 , Wetetr Me Go 51: S- Dots Dee 20- 
LlBran.n k. dn-tel P Bonomlsy). Tola: 

HIGHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Herbert Buchanan 
(Fontwefl 245) 

NB: Fassan 

(HamSton 4.40) 

£10 00: £2.60. £2.10. «.60, £L80, DF: 
£37.30. CSF: ^-SATtic®*: £UBLBL 
w ire 1. SUPER BENZ fRtlgw} 6-1 Jt 

t„r. 2. » The *** *Vi2Sf!K 
Si. 24 ran. 3. V* 0 L Eyre). Me £7-3t* 
Xm £2.10. £5.40. £3.30. Dft £22ia 
guMJL Wcasc £84533. Tfe £77660. 

3_40;l.SMnaLANA©«««146fw;2. 
Double Dtawoari 9-1; 3. OVteJWW- 
VirmL nk. 7. (JGosdea).TWo:£LaUy: 
£2.80. CSF: £5-72. 


410: 1. PtPS DfiEAM (W CarranJ 13-8 
tar. 2. Outarayed Wak ot ne 51; 3. Keep 
Banaog 10-1. liras. 1, 3. (M Ryan). Ms 
£2-60 c£330,£L7DL£260LDF:£5L30lCSR 
£3131. Incase £89,15. tnts £1810. tSt 
Express am. 

4^0n.P04JNESS0(ld«62-l;2U»st 
LegooB 10-11 tev. 3. Ttoal 100-1. 18 ran. 
2Vr. JB «5s). Tote: £3MX £130, 
£110, £730. DF: £2.15 CSft £4 AA. Tito: 
£3620. 

Gjai-MUmoi (urcKsofi iias; 2 . 

Nom NoBoonris5-2; 3. Pfraotom Hob 5 
1. 35 ran. srUto, 2vs. 0 DaSop L Totec 
£240: £180, fJIXLfLBO. Dft£Sfiq CSft 
£1&». TriCRSC £78.64. Trio: £1130. 
Jeckpot £2737650 (pan won, pool of 
£35.73L69 to FtemAon today}. 

Ftetopst £22.40. Quadrat: £6.40. 

Ptece fc £4134. Pteoe 5: £1037. 

WORCESTER 

2M: LOW RWWB4G U Uroed 4-lite; 
2 BoRrose 20-1; 3. Stately Homo 6-1. 23 
ran. 2.5 (U Pipe}. Totro £3.70; £l-*a 
£400, £230. Dft £19030. (Si £7837. 

ASfcuoaBEmwsr caseM 
/-ZiJosrertWatoJSO-tlDmtestDP. 
33-1 20 ran, 3-lfto Ita CaportiViBi Mtii). 
12. nk. (C fetefe). -Sate; £430; £130. 
£7.60. £6JSL Oft £103.T0. CSft £350.48. 
Nft rappsnee. HtBra srenatos' «>*y, the 
ddnersB.'RieCafxam'stMriiaasteaced^m. 
vtd 11 * 4tit horse EMesmne ms (faced 3ft. 


330: 1 SUPER GOSSIP (M A fic£rak 8 

4- ljrto;2.Fh«lrt«Bfrl3.SorardFtoB- 
cest 20-L 12 ran. 4-1 Jt tor Suria Bay. 2 , 3. 
(P Hed^ri. Tote: £3.70; £140. £130. 
£4jO.Cft £730. CSft £2735. Tito: £32150. 

330: 1 ULURU U R Kaenagh) 8-1 2. 
Royal Piper 14-1; 3. Special Account 14- 

1.15 ran. ll-4 feu Keep It Zipped (5th). 3, 
10 . 1 C Nash). Tot*: £730; £240. £530. 
£330. DF; £5630. CSF: £314/47. TmssE 
£1,45532. Trio: £ 21 3 1 0 
4 . 00 : 1 . SOOEtY GUEST IMr J fees) 9- 
4 tav; 2 ZHnirah 6 -K 2 anerMd Rater 8 - 
3. 32 tte- IV*. iVu lATurreO.Totn: £230; 
£130, £2iW. DF: £510. CSF: 

£3435. Incase £80.75. Tfto: £50.50. 

430: L ZAMBEZI SPlRir(D^me3 15 
1; 2 The Ifioe Captain 11-2 2 OscaB An 
Doras S-L 18 on. 3th, 5. (Mis M Jones). 
Tot* £1200; £3-10, £2.10. £250. £130. 
Dft £5130- CSft £90.75. Triease £634.60, 
Tnp: 5H1,1D 

500: L. DAWN LEADER U A McCarty) 

5- L’ 2. t&Cee 12-1; 2 Ootoncl Blazer 
9-2. 21 tan. 4-1 tat Le Baron. 4, iy<. (0 
Shemood). Tote: £630; £320, £430, 
£210. DF: £6930. CSF; £64.44. T*r 
£95.60. NR: Caflstg The lute. • 

530: 1 UIEMNG COffflOCTDR (M A 
Ftoffoid) 9*4 far, 2 Cn an Penny 16-1; 
2 Cany T?* Ctotf 11-122 ran. 5.2, (N Hen- 
towftl Tote: £230; £200. £840. £290. 
Oft £37.70. CSft £4245. TntK £267.60. 
Ptacejwt £808.10- QBBdpeC £26.10. 
Pteee 6 : £446.08. Place 5: £2333a 


oaiMHUse 

HYPERION 

2J£) The Black Monk £45 Herbert Buchanan 
&20 Sophie May 3 l 55 Winnie Lorraine 430 
WarfieM Lad 5 j 05 General Jackie 

GOING: Good to Finn (firm tn places). 

■ Left-hand Inutile come; figure-of-dght chase coorae 

■ Course Is S of^ village at Jnncbtro oTA29 and A27. Bamhani sa- 
ban (Brigtdon - PotUrocrodi Uriel 2m. ADMISSION: dab SI 2; 
Junto Chib (12 to 16-jnearotds) £2, under 12s free; TBHenaOs 
SB (accompanied umto-16s free); Sthrer Ring 3L4. CAE PASS: 
Picnic area 34 pins £4 for each occupant; remainder free. 


WINNERS IN TUB LAST SEVEN DiAXSe None. 
LONG-HfftAXCS KDNNERS: Coodde (2. l0l&Sevw(220)hm 
been sent 170 maesbyBBteer from Sloodtei) 8 i.Dc vm; SnBim « i Ba>en 
1210 ) sent 169 mfles tg N Lampard from Enghridga, Devon. 

IftlOl MDLAMICXYMPIC APPEAL SBXflGHAND- 

ICAP HURDLE (CLASS 6) £2,450 2m 6f 

1 264005 THE BLACK MOHR QQID) M Ppe B 12 0 1 Lower 

2 1-50022 QUKTDteN(3)(a)|(BF)ilwlgl0110_MriC<*4»(5| 

3 044225 fflHCE IMSHA (45 KQnmgsnvtoai 6 10 10 JUttttR 

4 453530 JOKER JACK (5) (OR Dean 11 10 3 A Procter 

5 445066- RSia (3333 R Juries 6 101 —ATbonlno 

6 VS005 C0OCHE(M)RBBler710O Bftroal 

7 fBXEO ROCBrsntL(9AMons910O KBatefeeto(7) 

8 0CCPQ6 MfSS r W FUm p) A BanowB 10 0— Sosfite fiBtefaaS (5) 

9 0008P3 K»nmU5W«r^AUm5100 LAapte^ 

10 6006 SUMMER KUIBI CM N tampad 7 100 0 Leahy 

U OOAIftfS RDWR^ JOY 0Q Ibsi C Cara 6100 Itraraca 

12 360002 UDrPOty(21]JI%iMn8100 lanLoag 

12 0P5W HDO0I ROM® (926) HS Hero T 100 B Radon (3) 

-Udadraed- 

Mdnun ae^ic IQsl Tub horOop melgm: CboeAH 9 b llii IteMrt Pel 
9 a W Ue nrtoemel Ssr 6 & Aerems Mr 9a at Swnmsr fteoi SBr 
3ft. FatieFs Joy 6 L**r Pofy 9B 2ft MOtien fiw 9a. 

BEITMS 7-2 Orist Daa. 4-1 lbs Stack Hook, S-2 Man Neste, S3 
Kectawus Way, 8-1 lady Pohf. 10-1 Coodte, 14-1 others 

GRRTN FACTORS NOVTOE CHA^ (CLASS 
IfLirJ EJ £4^00 added 2m 3f 

1 fgpwa HCHU (23)1*5 LRtiBKfi 6 US BFowet 

2 24292 MSBffBtl3WHN(l3)g9PNcfi[te6UaJfrJCUH7(S) 

3 PftP ATITA«H(2E|Wttttna*Cois7112 RDtajs 

4 600-32P CWLLBKEI ROW (27] ^F) Mn; L JeaefI 6 ll 2 — T Jiaks 

5 600022 COBB ME (23} P tochers 8 11 2 WlfcFBtetd 

6 (B2F64 BCtAIOMOON WPRatiBrt3112 SftnouM 

7 4f420« AW.nBtMAflBnoa-8112 A Procter 

8 »58U; KWrOOH MSK£ (48)6 Hendod 911 2 SUptM 

9 6P6U60 TWGffS DEJCHT(57) D Bsaotfi 8 11 2 ATboratoR 

10 PROP dues hope (52} tea LBeatr 9 io li LAspel^ 

11 P50B42 WWtOO RJKrig ID 10 11 — IRKasaraati 

12 MUF50 W MBS (9) A IWW 7 10 11 BFrobnp) 

- 12 dsdtared- 

BEnMc 94 HMfrHt Buetetote, 4-1 »mdbv 1M ftete. U Pratere 
Bri^e, 8-1 Cebb fists, 10-1 Trass's DtE#, 12-1 often 

I Vori l 6ALLAGHB? GROUP HAMDICAP HURDL£ 
“ll! (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 2f 

1 AMAZE OS (Bfttalr Hemes 7 120 Eltaphy 

2 33LA3R 6 RPBWg(iaBADiral 01112 J»R tt aB l HM ta p} 


3 D6HG06 FOOCWROKHt STAR (23) J Giflort) 6 11 3 LAtpeC (5) 

4 1316W SEVSOdeRBaler7113 BFrera 

5 2500P1 SOPtE tMY (23) (CD) 6 L Atacra 5 U 2 Altenfcar 

6 CM545 KS.R0W(Z^ (CI^ TThomswiAxesB 1012_llf JCt*£Sy(5) 

7 P60P-64 aaMM»0O)KCimw^Hnfttiro61O6_J)IWre(3) 

8 2340PO MEANUSMU£R(*S)R(taw8105 DOStom 

9 lfi611-5 Mn»mH0ISE|33}|CTOmBCltey8TO4Jltatea 

10 XOP53I JOLTS GREAT (738) (D) M Ffcon8 100 IRyaa 

11 SW»- C01BH1GE (384) J Sheehan 8 100 SCanra 

12 063364- VtCTORT OKIE (430) MnUeidU 100 Dtaafay 

13 200Q5P- g 

-lSdadarad- 

MWiamrlOst OMfirtoiah Vicay Gsb Bai3ft ftafttitenabtolOfti 
ET1W& 3-1 Aoaaza, 9-2 SapHe Mqr, 6-1 lloyrafra Hons*. Sswo, 8-1 
Kaal Row, 10-1 FDotocker Star, 12-1 otben 

|q eel STEVE DUDMAN PLANT HANDICAP 
l°"l CHASE (CLASS E) £4,200 3m 2f UOyds 

1 226P-26 HARStBIOWt tADtr (42) Mm VMSams 9120 Thornton 

2 052234- ST AIHANS LAD (477) (C) R Cuts 11 11 12 D Morris . 

3 11141-6 DOMtADB.l«BOU92}0>flftGM»utlOlll2-Btatod 1 

4 4-13423 DOOMOUMMt (237) (CD Bf)G Bribing 11 11 10 

taAwrem 

5 15-22P4 DESHIT Hl« (126) (DJPNthofc 8 116 — »JQ*oty(5) , 

6 153-254 WMetOlinM=(5)roRAbMrllll4Hrl’HHta)rI5} . 

7 665P3P WlWRE(26)(CB))Gftrtl2U2 i. tape! (5) 1 

8 B32PPU- EmyMAN[374(C0)0GnsEeA91013 BFadra(3) 

9 38-4CPF THE REAL UNYOKE (5) R Dwell 10 11 Mr J lack (7) 

10 F72W56 RAGUNBfMD(38}MS8AEntecesl2105 IRyro 

11 005PP5 MASiat COMEDY 07) {CteMteLBoaer 12 ID 0-L Homy ! 

-lldodared- 

BETTMS: 7-2 Wteatatanafcro, 4-1 nnnrinagiro, S-l Desert Ron. 6-1 St 
Aftaoo Lad, 8-1 Cytiiare, Kanfstoro Lady, itaglan Rood, 10-1 otters 

\A -2h | HOMELEK5H TMBER SUPPLIES NOVICE 
hurdle (CLASS E) £3j000 3m 2fH0yds 

1 8356F1 JQto pep DGnaei 6116 IBKlffll 

2 0650 BAU23MM) |5S} R Buffer 6 110 JAroel 

3 000 TWHOOH 07) AlErt Campon 6 110 IFbtton 

4 1-04 VWBtBDUDmKMey7n.O Altorfon 

5 OMPP OREBMfiB ROSE (22) G Ham 6 10 9 SBturoa^i 

6 00U032 RBMffS LASS dfl S ITSutaai 6 10 9 DtrSAn 

7 Q2I004F SURGICM.Sra9T(E3Jre*)n6l09 MMuateyffi 

8 06 muHA DANCER (24) C Ekixwa* 106 JrtrJ Q*o^r{^ 

-Sdedared- 

BCTTW6: 156 Waffeki ted, 11-4 Jojo, W Rfidnfs Laos, 6-1 Preforta 
Dancer, IfrlBaByadrort, 14-1 Sngsl Spkft, 20-1 often 

rcfvcj ARGm. INSURANCE BA1NTON SMITH 

L_iSi MAB30I HURDLE (CLASS F)£2j650 2m 2f 


1 60 S EQpMOKpB) MSUJone55116 DBJnw 

2 QPPU FUST CUSS (17) G Atari 6 11 6 Rflrooro 

i 360 tWBfflSa«4)G6rei5U6- IKtomatfi 

4 20OOP eBBULJMHEff1GiM6116 iAspel (5) 

5 CFOP HUSMKK(lS)JKflg5116 Tints 

6 005 MAO*AMAHAll7)SWXtiman6n6 BFtattOaR) 

7 MRlfit0KRRoro6U6 DCTSofivas 

8 KJ-5CF5 SnuRUN(lD)JEwaa7U6 Mr 0 Putts (7) 

9 SQUERfO Ms L iaeO 5 11 B Dtaeby 

10 002 UUM IK OflBDeHaan Gill IRaBn 

11 CUPRW OS»UlWCIIBISi45)JMiians4llO SConn 

12 056 HKTOHSMB«l(J^Ttey4110 EMropby 

13 543 SHY PAOOY (15) K D/nngrafri-Bn»Ti 4 11 0 _D Wahb p) 

14 0 ZUNOfUERiSAUovfrdilO-.-^ HBnkteior(7) 

15 05 SftVra BE® 07) M S)an -3 10 9 IRyai 

16 0 WWOU (ISO) Cl Bengal 4 10 9 O Monts 

-Ifidedared- 

BETTW8: E-l Frozen See, 21-2 Shy Paddy. 6-1 Siam Rra, 7-lRratse 
Oradea, 8-1 Lena lys, 1M EqtteH, Hacmm. 12-1 mtam 


Sluggish 
Sampras 
made to 
struggle 


Photograph; Robert Hallam 

again, was first past lying up 
with four-year-old Minds Mu- 
sic. Then came Commander In 
Chiefs hatf-brother Dushyanlor, 
stride for stride with the filly So- 
lar Crystal. And lastly, Bright 
Water, brother to the 1993 Der- 
by favourite Tfenby. 

He is not a massive horse, but 
bigger than his disappointing 
sibling, and all athlete. He came 
into focus bent like a bow over 
his bit, and afterwards Pat Ed- 
dery was visibly enthusiastic. Ce- 
cil, too, trotted away well 
pleased with his morning’s 
work. Yesterday the Limekilns 
was still a field of dreams. 


usually carries a penalty of dis- 
qualification from ownership for 
12 months. But the Jockey 
Club's director of public affairs, 
David Pipe, said: ‘The stewards 
viewed this as an extremely se- 
rious offence." 


Tennis 


Pete Sampras, the top seed, ana 
the defending champion, 
Michael Chang, both looked 
sluggish as thCT reached the sec- 
ond round of the Hong Kong 
Open yesterday. 

Sampras lost the second set 
before beating Sebastien 
Lareau, of Canada, 6-1, 3-6, 
6-1. His feOow American Chang 
defeated Marcos Ondruska, of 
South Africa, 7-6, 6-1. . 

Sampras won the first set eas- 
ily enough against the world No 
127, but lost concentration and 
three successive games at the 
end of the second. But the 
world No 2 increased the tem- 
po in the deciding set and a 
stream of outright winners 
clinched the match. 

In the second round Sampras 
wifl meet the Australian Patrick 
Rafter, who is making a come- 
back after an operation on his 
right wrist last October. 

Chang, the second seed, who 
is hoping for his third straight 
Hong Kong Open title, had a 
tough first set against Ondnis- 
ka. “1 always have to play a lot 
of tough points against Marcos,” 
Chang said. “I bad to break his 
serve to stay in the first set but 
in the second set 1 started to 
play better." 

Sandon Stolle, of Australia, 
upset the fourth seed, Jakob 
Hlasek, and Jean Fleurian beat 
the seventh seed, Johan Van 
Herck. to reach the quarter-fi- 
nals of the Indian Open in 
New Delhi yesterday. 

The fifth seed. Jonas Bjork- 
man of Sweden, and the sixth 
seed, Britain's Tim Henman, fell 
in the first round on Tuesday. 

In the doubles, Sander 
Groen and Magnus Norman de- 
feated the En glish pairing of 
Made Petcfaey and Danny Saps- 
ford in a match that ended ear- 
ly when Petchey left the court 
with stomach problems. Groen 
and Norman had won the first 
set 6-2 and were trailing G-l in 
the second. 

Third-seeded Magdalena 
Maleeva, of Bulgaria, suffered 
a surprise second-round exit at 
the bands of the unfanded 
Austrian Barbara Scfaett in the 
Bausch and Lomb Champi- 
onships a! Amelia Island. Flori- 
da. yesterday. 

Schett, ranked 58th in the 
world, beat the eighth-ranked 
Maleeva 6-1, 6-3 after a light- 
ning start which saw her win the 
first five games. 


I TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

7-30 unless smted 

PONIWS 1EMUE flrat OhfctaK tato«wn 
Fores v Leeds f7.0); Wokcs vTranmere (70) 
far TMbriO- Second Division: Bradford Cfty 
vSundBrtsnd (7.0). ftMtpaneri: Manchester 
City v Grimsby. 

AVON MSURANCE COMBINATION Second 
DMston: Bah Crty v Newport AFC CM Ksyrv 
tlantf. 

ICS LEAGUE First Division: Bdericty v Brokr 




TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


23 


The age of Seve Ballesteros 
when he became the yougr 
star winner of the.US Mas- 
teisfn 1980. The oldest Au- 
gusta champion was Jack 
NicWaus, who was 46 when 
he captured foe Green Jack- 
et in 1986. | 
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60TH US MASTERS: Ryder Cup partners contemplate tough draw. Tim Glover assesses 


challenge of Europe's finest InWsto- 


;y|L/^ 


..u r^H 
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Faldo must face 


menace of 


the 'Wild Thing’ 


H ad he been fit and well 
Jose-Maria Olazabal 
would have been a natural 
front runner in the betting for the 
Masters, but in his absence the 
burden of Europe's expectation 
falls on to the shoulders of the 
Ryder Cup partners, Coiin 
Montgomerie and Nick Faldo. 
The draw, however, has not 
been kind to either of them. 

Faldo, the champion in 1989 
and 199C), goes out in the first 
round today shortly after high 
noon and iL is less the timing that 
is disadvantageous than the man 
he is paired with: John Daly. On 
hearing the draw, it is fair to sur- 
mise that Faldo would have 
held his bead in his hands and 
said something along the lines ofi 
"You cannot be serious." The ex- 
iled Englishman would probably 
have preferred to have been 
drawn with Jerry Courviiie Jnr 
at around midnight. 

There are two obvious draw- 
backs to being paired with the 
former “Wild Thing". One is that 
the outlandish Daly attracts huge 
galleries (there'll be plenty of 
noise and much whooping and 
ahoOering ) and the other is that 
off the tee the American will be 
considerably longer than Faldo. 
Off the course the two person- 
alities are also miles apart 
The experience is more like- 
ly to deflect Faldo than Daly. 
Faldo has a considerable edge 
in terms of experience in ne- 
gotiating .Augusta National, but 
the 29-year-old Daly is younger, 
stronger and has the game, if 
not perhaps, the temperament, 
to master the course. 

Daly is worth a bet. When he 
won the US PGA Championship 
at Crooked Stick, Indiana, in 
1991 the achievement was con- 
sidered by most to be a flash in 
the pan. He was ninth reserve for 
the tournament, got in at the last 
minute and proceeded to win it 
with prodigious driving and 
equally impressive putting. 
Thereafter his private life began 
to unravel like a cheap cardigan: 
alcoholic, wife-beater, road rage, 
brushes with the law etc. About 
the only thing not connected with 
Daly was mad cow disease. 

Following a suspension by the 
US Tour, he gave up drinking and 
switched instead to smoking. 


ry 'N^rdon and Tom V^tson, who 
between them won 11 Opens. 

Daly's record on the US Tbur 
this year has been mediocre. He 
has nor finished higher than 17th 
in seven starts although he had 
a tilt at two European Tour 
events, finishing joint ISth in the 
Johnnie Wilker Classic and joint 
fifth in the Hemeken Classic. 
More pertinently, though, is his 
record in the Masters. In fourap- 
pearances (he was joint third 
three years ago) he has a stroke 
average of 7188 and there is con- 
siderable room for improvement. 


is one of only seven players to 
occupy the No 1 spot since the 


Today's tee-off times 


«yr>f?8Sr. USirtessststEri "tiemax amateur 
3245 G Saracen, B Nelson. S Snead 
(honoray 5T3rtacJ 
| 1300 C Goody, marker 
1 1309 G Brewer. 0 Fad 
1318 T Aaron, B Casper 
1327 BTway, note 
1336 P Azfnger. D Gflfort (GB1 
1345 N Lancaster, KTnptett 
3354 B Bryant, E Oougherty 
1403 S Batesons (5p), J Maggot 

1412 T Wt*>. 0 A Wewwg 
3421 P Jacobsen, FNabtO <NZ) 

1430 J SJuman, B Fawn 
1439 M McOimber, T Henwv 
1448 L Janzen, N Price (Zlm) 

1457 B Hetmtn^r, S McCanon 
1506 A Palmer, *8Marued 
1515 S Lowery. M Roe (GB) 

3524 1 Baher.Ftnte (Aus). H Sutton 
1533 P Mctafcon, S Torrance 1GB) 

1542 D Waldorf, S Stricter 
1EB1 S Much. P StBfftdNrifl 
1600 R Boyd. D freer (S<v 
1509 J Gategfter Jnr, B Mayfar 
1618 G Player (SA), -CWodman 
1627 W Austin. M Brooks 
1536 B Giasson, B Estes 
1B4S L MSB, C Rocca (It) 

1664 5 tyfe (GB). K Perry 
1703 M Cakarcofta. I Huston 
1712 F Fink, P Goydos 
1721 T Watson, S BMngton (Aus) 

1730 B Crenshaw, *T Woods 
1739 N Faldo (GB1. J Daly 
1748 B Lan&r iGefl. 'J Counrie Jnr 
1757 J Ntcktaus. M CampteB (HZ) 

3606 J Haas, T Lehman 
1515 C Strang, s Simpson 
1524 D Lore ffl. C Momgpmene (OB) 
1833 f- Coaxes, *G Sherry (GB) 

3542 C Pawn, V Smgh (Fqfi 
1861 P Stewart. M OIMaare 
1900 F Zoefler. G Norman (Aus) 

1909 1 Wtaosnan (GB). A Oe^a iGer) 
1918 C Statfler. E Els ISA) 

1927 H train. M Ozafci Uapen) 

1936 J Leonard. D Duval 
1945 L Roberts, S H&shi Uapan) 

; 1954 D Edwards, J Futyfc 


occupy the No 1 spot since the 
rankings were introduced in 
1986. The others are Ffcldo, Seve 
Ballesteros, Ian Woosnam, Nick 
Price, Fred Couples and Bern- 
hard Lang e r but Norman, the 

greatest money-winner in the 
game, is the only player never 
to have been out of the top 10. 

Montgomerie has not won a 
major although he has gone ag- 
onisingly close, and Norman has 
just two to his name although it 
could be considerably more. On 
several occasions he has had 
one hand on the Green Jacket 
and his wardrobe remains in- 
complete without one. Monty is 
fancied cm the basis of a flying 
start to the year with a victory in 
the Desert Classic in Dubai and 
second place to Couples in the 
TPC at Sawgrass. *Tm playing the 
best golf IVe ever played,” Mon- 
ty said yesterday. Norman, who 
has missed his last two half-way 
cuts, win appreciate the fact that 
others are carrying the handicap 
of favouritism. As always, the out- 
come win be decided on the su- 
per-fast greens. “One of the 
tiling that has bothered me in the 
past has been my putting," Mont- 
gomerie said, “but Fm comfort- 
able with it now. There are times 
when you've got to be very brave. 
The winner is the man who holes 
out particularly well and that's 
what I've got to do. I know that. 
It’s quite a simple objective.” 

Scotland are well represented 
in Georgia for in addition to 
Montgomerie they have Sam 
Torrance, the runner-up to Mon- 
ty in the \felvo Order or Merit last 
season, and Gordon Sherry, the 
amateur champion. Like Monty, 
Sherry, who is coached by Sam's 
lather Boh, has been on a diet and 
has evaporated from 20st to 17st 
Sherry is sporting a cap here 
which bears the initials KFC. 


Why, he was asked, are yon rep- 
resenting Kentucky Fried Chick- 


In theory Augusta National 
and the Green Jacket seem tai- 
lor-made for Daly. Should he win 
the Masters it would give him the 
third leg of the four major cham- 


E ionships and it would be a fair 
et that for the fourth, the US 
Open, the US Golf Association 
would make the fairways as nar- 
row as a shoelace and the rough 
as high as an elephant's eye. 

Montgomerie, who is paired 
with Davis Love m. does not 
have an impressive record at 
Augusta National (joint 37th. 
joint 52nd, missed cut, joint 
17th) but his general improve- 
ment year by year has taken him 
to second place in the Sony 
world rankings with only Greg 
Norman ahead of him. Nonnan 


gambling and eating junk food. 
The suspicion that his perfor- 


The suspicion that his perfor- 
mance at Crooked Stick was 
some sort of accident, a one-off, 
was dispelled at St Andrews last 


summer when he won the Open 
Championship, taming the Old 


Championship, taming the Old 
Course in gale force winds in the 
final round. Many purists did not 
think it possible "for Daly to win 
the Open, an achievement at St 
Andrews that was beyond Har- 


resenting Kentucky Fried Chick- 
en? Sherry almost hit the roof of 
the clubhouse. ‘It was given to 
me,” he pointed out firmly, “by 
Kilmarnock FootbaQ Club.” 

That is a marginal improve- 
ment on Sam's ball marker 
which bears the inscription: 

"This is my f. spot.” If Sam is 

in contention on Sunday the tele- 
vision broadcasters wfll have to 
employ a censor. Torrance plays 
with the left-handed Phil Mick- 
elson, referred to affectionate- 
ly tty the Scotsman as “Leftie", 
just as the New Zealander 
Michael Campbell is described 
as “Soupie”. and Sherry is part- 
nered with another of the Amer- 
ican favourites. Couples. As for 
Sherry's cap. it is possible to read, 
for Football Club or Fried 
Chicken, one Fred Couples. 
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Colin Montgomerie, practising at Augusta National yesterday, says he is ‘as confident as I have ever been’ 


Photograph: Allsport 


Monty takes pitch and putt course 


Colin Montgomerie has not al- 
ways scored well at Augusta 
National, but he has always eat- 
en well. The new diet has pot 
an end to that. “It's a shame. 
I used to have some lovely ju- 
nior club sandwiches at this golf 
club but Tm not allowed them 
anymore. 

“Now I am eating a very light 
breakfast, then I have a salad 
and a non-fat dinner. I cut out 
anything that contains the word 
fried or fat. I have been in the 
States for three weeks and it is 
more difficult over here. The 
food here is more full of fat than 
at home. You have got to be dis- 
ciplined and I have been since 
I have been here.” 

The European No 1 is now 


■ ■ 

The world No 2 is honing his short game for the long march 
towards his first major. Andy Farrell reports from Augusta 


4fllbs lighter than at the begin- 
ning of the year. Now he is on 


ning of the year. Now he is on 
the greens in the restaurant he 
is seeking the same discipline on 
those out on the course. Finn, 
fast and severely sloping, they 
are far less palatable. “I would 
not like them any quicker or the 
undulations any steeper,” 
Montgomerie said. “They are 
on the limit of being playable.” 

Montgomerie’s performance 
on tire greens has been the root 


cause of his results in four pre- 
vious US Masters. Last year, 
when he recorded his best fin- 
ish of tied 17th, the Scot broke 
70 for the first time. The second 
of his two 69s still contained 
four putts at the 14th. 

“The one thing that has both- 
ered me in the past here is the 
putting. There are occasions 
when you just have to be brave 
and hit the ball a bit harder, oth- 
erwise the ball won't hold its line 
and go in the hole. There are 
putts that need to be hit posi- 
tively- You can’t worry about the 
one coming back. If you do, you 
have already missed the first 
one." 

Knowing that the greens 
will only get harder and foster 
by the weekend. Montgomerie 
has played just 27 holes in prac- 
tice before today's first round, 
instead concentrating on chip- 
ping and putting. That aspect 
of ms game has already been 
shown to be working well as he 
won the Dubai Classic and 
. finished second in the US Flay- 


ers' Championship two weeks 
ago. 

Having risen to No 2 in the 
world, behind Greg Norman, a 
major is Montgomerie's obvious 
priority. Golfers tend to sub- 
scribe to the view that the dues 
have to be paid first Monty has 


CARP OF THE COURSE f 


1 

400 

4 

10 

485 . 5 

2 

555 

5 

11 

455 3 

3 

360 

4 

12 

155 4 

4 

205 

3 

13 

485 5 

5 

435 

4 

14 

405 3 

6 

180 

3 

15 

500 4 

7 

360 

4 

lfi 

170 

8 

535 

5 

17 

400 

9 

435 

4 

IS 

405 4 

Out 3^465 

38 

in 

TMa 

3/460 36 
l6£2Syite 


paid out a pretty mint: third in 
the ’92 US Open, and lost play- 
offs for the ’94 US Open and 
last year's USPGA at Riviera. 

“They always say you've got 
to lose one before you win 
one,” he said. “I have had 
three real close calls. That is 
more than some have had be- 


fore they have won. In major 
championships it. is limiting 
the mistakes that counts. At 
Riviera I managed to birdie the 
last three holes to get into that 
play-off, and that’s what I was 
able to take as a positive from 
that.” 

It is Monty’s conviction that 
he is best suited to the US 
Open and USPGA, but that 
does not stop him denouncing 
suggestions, even if they were 
uttered by himself in the past, 
that he does not have the game 
for Augusta. His left-to-right 
fade should not suit the many 
holes that dogleg from right to 
left. 

“That's pure myth. There is 
only one shot you need to hook 
or draw and that's on the 13th. 
The rest of them, a straight shot 
is fine. One hole in particular 
suits my game and that is 18. 1 
can dose my eyes and hit it on 
the faira/ay there. 

“This course is a matter of 
playing chess, working out your 
course management. Where do 


we go? Where don’t we go? 
When do we go for it? It’s up 
Lo myself and my caddie to work 
ft out We know what to do now. 
It’s just whether we are able to 
do that under the pressure and 
] think we are better equipped 
than ever before. I am fortunate 
in that I tend to play betterwhen 
there is a bit of pressure.” 

One man who believes the 
32-year-old Scot can win is Ely 
Callaway, whose clubs Mont- 
gomerie is hitting further and 
higher than at any other time. 
“He sent me a letter congratu- 
lating me on my second at the 
Players and the PS said you can 
win at Augusta. The can was un- 
derlined. That meant a lot to 
me." 

It is just another factor in 
making Montgomerie “as con- 
fident as I have ever been". The 
only time he stumbled yester- 
day was when asked whether be 
had dreamed of donning a 
Green JackeL Pause. Then: 
“Doesn’t every golfer think of 
holding the Open daret jug or 
putting on a Green Jacket?” 
Few have as good a chance of 
doing so this week than Mont- 
gomerie. 


um 




FOUR WITH POTENTIAL TO BE A MASTER 




Jay Haas 
Bom: St Louis 
Age: 42 

Turned professional in ■ 
1976. A man caHad 
Haas seems destined to 
win the Masters. Sob 
Goalby, a former Masters 
champion, is hJs unde 
and the man responsible 
for introducing Haas to 
gcrif. Goalby had a clob 
that was broken in half. 
He put a grip on it and 
gave it to Haas who fin- 
ished third in the first 
tournament he ever en- 
tered - the national Pee 
Wee championship. 

Played for the US in the 
1975 Walker Cup and 
the Ryder Cup in 1983 
and again lest yeac Haas 
has nine victories on the 
US Tour and has played 
In the Masters on 15 oc- 
casions. Finished joint 
third last year, , has. ap- 
peared In the top five on - 
three occasions and once 
shot 64 here. 


Ian Baker-Finch 
Bom: Nambour, Aus 
Age: 35 

turned professional 1979. 
Bahs’-Finch won the Open 


BWidate in 1991 since 
when the only cut he has 
made has been white’ 
shaving. Actually, that’s 
not true. In the Canon 
Challenge In Australia this 
year Baker-Finch got be- 
yond the second round for 
the first time tor 17 
months, surprising every- 
body including himself. 
Conditioned to checking 
out of hotets on a Friday 
night Baker-Finch did not 
have enoutfi shirts to see 
hen through to Sunday. AJ- 
Ifiouffl he had no chance 
of winning the tournament, 
the crowd Socked to him 
during the final round and 
gave him e stand ng ova- 
tion. Resumed normal ser- 
vice on the US four mis 
season: played three, 
missed cuts three. 


Gordon Sherry 
Bone Kilmarnock •* 
Ago: 22 

Is playing In his first Mas- 
ters and will turn profes- 
sional as the ink dries on 
his first contract next 


David GSforti 
Bom; Crewe 
Age: 30 . 


Turned professional 
1986. On the basts of - - 
finishing In the top 10 • • 
in the European Order of 
Merit,- Gilford was Invrted 
tb his first Masters last 


Monday. Sherry, at 6ft 
Sin ana » silmmed-dowh 
17 si, is probably the 
largest player ever to 
have,appeared In the 
Masters. A student of 
biochemistry at Sdrimg 
University, he had the 
time of his life last year, 

• winning the Amateur ' 
Championship at Hbyiate, 
finishing fourth In the 
Scottish Open at. 
Carnoustie and joint 40th 
in the Open at St 
Andrews, is gening wiser 
by the minute. At a party 
hoe on Monday, evening 
he was approached by a 
. woman who asked him.-* is 
. everything about you In 
proportion to your siae?* 
"No," Sherry replied, 

T should be 6ft 6in.” - 


Davis Love III 

His 1st win 
at the 

Tth attempt: 

Xffl/I. 


year when he came joint 
24th, thus automatically 
gaining readmisshm for 
Augusta. Had an out- 
standing amateur career, 
winning the English Ama- 
teur Championship in 
1984 and the British 
Ybuths' Championship In 
1986. A member of 
the victorious European 
Ryder Cup team at Oak 
HDI, Rochester, last Sep- 
tember. One of the 
quietest players in golf, 
Gilford's hobby la tending 
a herd of Hereford cattle. 
Now has 40 animals 
but says chat, because' of 
the worries over BSE, 
they are. virtually worth- • 
fess. - - 


Redgrave to retire after Atlanta 


Rowing 

MIKE ROWBOTTOM 


Olympics. I’ve been rowing 
now for 20 years. I am training 


Steven Redgrave plans to end 
his career after competing for 
an unprecedented fourth Olym- 
pic rowing title in Atlanta this 
summer. 

Speaking at the launch of a 
Bareiaycard Visa scheme lo 
provide £500.000 worth of train- 
ing camp support for Britain's 
Olympic and Paralympic ath- 
letes, the 34-year-old oarsman 
said: “I plan to retire after the 


hard, and if things go as planned 
in Atlanta I will be more than 


in Atlanta I will be more than 
happy to walk away from the 
competitive side of the sport- 

“I wQ| probably get involved 
in coaching at some stage but 
not straight away. If you are 
coaching athletes and the 
thought is there that you could 
probably still beat them yourself 
it is not a good position to be in.” 

Matthew Pinsent with whom 
Redgrave will attempt to retain 
the coxless pairs title they won 


in Barcelona, plans to carry on 
after Atlanta. “I am about as sure 
that 1 want to carry on as Steve 
is sure that he wants to retire,” 
he said. As they prepare for the 
international season, Redgrave 
and Pinsent have swapped 
places, with Redgrave [along 
over the how. ft thus foils to the 
25-year-old Pinsent to do the 
talking in the boat from the 
more demanding position at 
stem - something with which be 
is not completely at ease. “I'm 
so out of breath now I can’t say 
anything.” he said. 


TO WIN THE US MASTERS 


AuouSa. Stans today. Uve coverage on BBC. 


F. Couples 


C. Montgomerie 33/1 


G. Norman 
E. Els 
D. Love li! 

C. Pavin 
N. Price 
N. Faldo 

S. Elkington 

T. Lehman 
P. Mickelson 
I. Woosnam 


J. Daly 
J. Haas 
S. Hoch 

L. Janzen 
B. Langer 

M. O'Meara 

L. Roberts 
V. Singh 

M. CaJcavecchia 
D. Frost 

J. Furyk 
P. Stewart 


E/W one-quarter the odds a place 1.23.4. Other price* an leauast. 
Non-aurtgr - no bet. 


_^^rc^CAST THE FIRST TWO HOME 


'95 US Masters 
Again. 

8. Crenshaw (5071) 
D. Love III (16/1) 

Dual Forecast odds 

42QH 


'95 US Open 

1 2. 

C Pavin (IB/1) 

G. Norman (14/1) 
Dual Forecast odds 
125/1 


'95 Open 


J Daly (33/1) 

C. Rocca (150/1) 
Dual Forecast odds 
2.000/1 




FOR INSTANT BETTING. FREEPHONE C 

f 0800 524 524 * 




/ Ladbrokes J 


Fora flutter, Ladbrpfces are favourite. 
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sport 

Most of the time footballers sleep late and get home early. Those 
/ith big names are paid more than some people who run countries 


As a labour Torce,:f6otbaIlers are grounds but it isn’t lone before thev 
hardly to be. compared with coal are voting with their wallets. P-m 

■^jaaa&gjatg 


-no matter wbat'yba hear from their 
union. It’s a short career but show 
me a manual worker who wouldn’t 
swap places. Jr's a damned sight bet- 
ter than wgridng ion a hospital ward 
l or an assembly tine. There are per- 
ils for sure, but boxers would laugh 
at them. , . 

You»caif tbeat the hours. Most of 
the time-foothallers sleep late and 
get home early. Those with a big 
name in the Premiership are paid 
more than some people get for run- 
ning countries. They don't have to 
worry about the mortgage, health 
care, the gas bDl or how their chil- 
dren will be educated. They still 
come from working-class back- 


f ■. , * D — MMHVUJW-WUUj 

following, glorified in prim and 
across the airwaves, thev lose touch 
with reality. 

Now comes a survey to suggest 
that footballers do not suffer much 
stress either. It was conducted by 
a psychology lecturer. Dr Howard 
Khan of Heriot-Watl University. 
Edinburgh, who Interviewed 512 
players and 10 managers in the 
Scottish Premier and First 
Divisions. 

“We thought we’d find that foot- 
ballers have an extremely hard life," 
he said this week in the" Daily Tele- 
graph. "Pressure from the crowds 
and referees, TV cameras on them 
all the time, and the general in- 


spection of their lifestyle led us to 
expect that they suffered enormous 
levels of stress. But that wasn’t the 
case.” 

. To discover that the stress expe- 
rienced by footballers is minimal 
compared with other trades and pro- 
fessions in Britain comes as no sur- 
prise- personally. As Dr Khan 
concludes, football managers take 
most of the strain. “It is why sever- 
al have had heart attacks in the past 
two years." he added. “The players 
are so laid back they arc almost 
falling over. There’s not enough 
pressure on them to do a decent 
job.” 

With players in the Premiership 
earning upwards of £5,000 a week, 
in some cases four times as much, 
it isn’t a union they need but Se- 



curicor. “What stress?" a manag- 
er said recently. “If anyone is go- 
ing to be made a scapegoat here 
it’s me.” And that is a petrified 
truth. 

Despair in a footballer is 
ephemeral. Another week, another 


game. If necessary, another dub. If 
you are half-way decent there is al- 
ways one out there. 

Stress is the dole queue, a card- 
board box for a bed, negative equi- 
ty, abandonment, redundancy. It 
isn't missing a goal, mistiming a pass, 
getting dropped or even playing in 
a team threatened by relegation. As 
the Leeds manager. Howard Wilkin- 
son. discovered a few weeks ago. 
some players cannot even be relied 
upon to give of their best m a cup 

No more justifiable cause has 
been taken up in sport than that 
which 35 years ago liberated pro- 
fessional footballers in England 
from a maximum wage and the in- 
iquitous retain and transfer 
system. •' . 


One of the great figures remem- 
bered from that time was Nat Loft- 
house, a successfully vigorous 
Bolton and England 'centre-for- 
ward who became his dub's 
president. 

An interview with Lofthouse in 
Arthur Hopcraft's splendid book. 
The Football Man, published in 
1968, serves to emphasise the 
change in attitude brought about by 
the effects of affluence and a dif- 
ferent audience. 

“Lofthouse... caught Lbe essen- 
tial gratitude and surprise of 
the working man that worldly com- 
fort can be his without the 
drudgery of manual labour," 
Hopcrafi wrote. 

“It is one of the key factors in die 
public’s embrace and nurturing of 


football. Lofthouse... talked about 
one memorable early morning in 
Bolton: Tire team was going to 
South Africa for nine weeks. I’d left 
my house at half past seven to be 
picked up by the coach at the bot- 
tom of the road. There’s a works 
down there and the men were 
rolling in. Half past sewn, that 
was, and I was there with my cases 
going to South Africa for nine 
weeks, all paid with £2 a day spend- 
ing money.’ Lofthouse conveyed a 
sense of victory, not just pleasure, 
when he said that." 

What bothered me all those years 
ago was that too many players went 
along with the game’s feudalism. 
Now it is that agent-inspired mar- 
ket which came about was not a 
labour triumph anyway. 


Jackson to 
reconsider 
boycott 


Weather works against youthful enterprise in national championships 
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Athletics 

MIKE ROWBOTTOM 

Cotin Jackson hinted yesterday 
that he might relent in his de- 
termination to boycott all 
British Athletic Federation 
events other than the Olympic 
trials this season. 

The world 1 10 metres hurdles 
record holder said he was ready 
to discuss his position with 
members of the BAF promo- 
tions unit when he returns from 
a racing trip to South Africa 
next week. 

However, he refused to coun- 
tenance the idea of talking to 
the BAF executive chairman. 
Peter Radford, whose repri- 
mand after he had raced in Italy 
a day after pulling out of last 
season's AAA Championships 
with injury prompted Jackson's 
original decision to do his rac- 
ing abroad. 

Since then, Jackson has 
trained and raced extensively in 
Australia, and he believes the 
break has done him good. 
"Things look more promising,” 
be said. “I've calmed down a lot 
in myself. I realise that the 
BAF promotions unit work 


hard and that I am one of the 
athletes they want to promote. 
I’m ready to see what they 
want to do and whether I feel 
I am ready to act on it. If they 
can understand the problems 1 
went through last year that is the 
key thing Tor me. It certainly 
won’t be down to money if I 
don’t run. 

“I realise that a lot of people 
would like to see me run. My 
mum and my Nan have been on 
at me about it as well since I got 
back.” 

But Jackson's feelings about 
the dispute with his home fed- 
eration stiD run deep. “What hap- 
pened last year left me veiy 
disappointed I’ve always been 
the good boy of athletics, if you 
like. I am just the same person 
I was in 1988. bid when someone 
walks into the Federation and 
walks all over you. . . I had many 
other things on my mind at the 
time, I was injured and I wasn’t 
well, and it all came to a head” 

Asked if he would meet Rad- 
ford now to discuss the situation, 
his response was vehement;. 
“Hell, no. No way. We'd better 
bypass this now because Fm get- 
ting vengeance in my heart 
again." 
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III wind: At the RYA Holt National Youth Championships off Hill Head, m the Solent, yesterday, the 150 entrants in the five classes again had to contend with the light air 
that caused all 11165(13/8 races to be lost. The 420 fleet (above) features Sally Cuthbert, three times a World Championship gold medallist. Photograph: David Ashdown 


Partick refuse to offer refunds after lights go out at Firhill 




Partick Thistle yesterday in- 
sisted that (hey will not offer re- 
funds to spectators following the 
abandonment of Tuesday’s 
Scottish Premier Division game 
against Aberdeen. 

The match was called off af- , 
ter 39 minutes because of 
floodlight failure, with sup- 
porters given vouchers for free 


entry when the match is re- 
played on Tuesday 16 April. 

The Thistle secretary, Robert 
Reid, said: “There will be no 
cash refunds, nor wiD the vouch- 
ers be available for any other 
game. Our only other home 
game left this season is against 
Celtic, and that is an allrticket 
match, so those vouchers will 
admit supporters to Tuesday’s 
game only.” 

Aberdeen will decide over 


the next 48 hours whether to 
subsidise supporters travelling 
back to Glasgow. Tbeir fans 
have faced the long trip three 
times in the space of eight days, 
and now face another long trek 
on Tuesday. 

Aberdeen's general manag- 
er, David Johnston, said: “We 
will have a look at helping out 
our supporters, something we 
did last year but, until the 
directors" can get round to 


discussing the matter, we can't 
comment." 

However, Roddie Arnott, 
the chairman of the Aberdeen 
Supporters’ Association, be- 
lieves that, if fans are to be rec- 
ompensed for their travel. 
Thistle should be the club to do 
iL “I would prefer-to sec Partick 
pay for the Aberdeen support- 
ers' buses because I don’t see 
why Aberdeen should have to 
pay out for Thistle’s blunder," 


he said- The match referee. Bill 
Crombie, abandoned Tuesday’s 
game six minutes before the in- 
terval, with Thistle’s Firhill 
Park stadium in semi-darkness. 

The Partick manager, Mur- 
do MacLeod, said: “The prob- 
lem occurred in mid-afternoon 
and the electricians were called 
in. We were told before the 
game began that it was likely to 
be repaired and the referee in- 
structed that the floodlights be 


switched on as soon as possible. 
But each time we tried they 
went back out” 

The game was goalless when 
Crombie finally called a halt, al- 
though Partick, who remain 
desperate for points in their at- 
tempt to escape relegation, had 
been frustrated when the Ab- 
erdeen goalkeeper, Michael 
Wart, saved Ian Cameron’s 
penalty alter Derek McWilliams 
was pulled down. 


Richmond money talks 


Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE ’ 


Richmond, the hallowed Lon- 
don club who by their own ad- 
mission have been too long 
asleep, yesterday roused them- 
selves sufficiently to sign two 
Welsh half-backs for. next sea- 
son and set a monetary bench- 
mark for others tempted to 
join professional rugby union’s 
nascent transfer system. They 
expect the Bath and England 
forward Ben Clarke to be next. 

Neither Adrian Davies nor 
Andy Moore, who faced each 
other in the 1990 University 
match for Cambridge and Oxford 


- Davies to the frustration of the 
reluctant centre Jonathan Dawes 

- and together represent a sig- 
*nificant first stage in the re- 
building of Richmond. The 

connection was made by Davies's 

younger brother Lloyd, who is al- 


ready at the club. 

The 27-year-old half-backs’ 
departure from the mostpresti- 


British coach 
is critical 
of refereeing 

Ice hockey 

Great Britain 5 

Latvia . 6 


gious Welsh club to a member of 
the Courage Third Division 
sends a devastating message that 
the financial incentives on offer 
in England cannot be matched 
in Wales. Already Neath's 
Llewellyn brothers have signed 
for London clubs, Gareth for 
Harlequins and Glyn for Wasps. 

Davies and Moore have each 
agreed five-year contracts with 
Richmond worth up to an an- 
nual £60,000 to become full- 
time rugby players. Davies will 
cease to be a surveyor and 
Moore to be involved in the 
family building company. 

Richmond’s chief executive. 
Syrnon Elliott said his recruit- 
ment programme would add a 
director of rugby and at least 
half a dozen players to the 
squad who had already assured 
the dub of promotion. Rich- 
mond are second In the Third 
Division behind Coventry, with 
the top four going up to create 
a 14-club Second Division. 

Though Moore has four caps 
and Davies nine, they have 
played together for Whies only 
once - the World Cup game 


against Japan last May. In fact 
Davies has seldom fulfilled 
himself internationally and 
Moore this season lost his 
scrum-half place to the excep- 
tional Robert Howley. 

“With European rugby going 
through enormous change, I 
want to be part of a dub that 
has a strong tradition but sees 
professionalism as a real op- 
portunity for the game,” Moore 
said. The curious thing was be 
was not talking about Cardiff. 

Cardiff have tried to per- 
suade them to stay, but the chib 
- even though they have the 
Welsh Rugby Union’s permis- 
sion to become a limited com- 
pany - have nothing tike the 
cash that is available to Rich- 
mond Ltd, which has inserted 
contractual clauses releasing 
both players for Wales duties. 

They do not expect to be the 
last 6mign5s. “Cardiff should in 
theory be able to attract and 
keep the best players around.” 
Davies said. “But potentially 
there are a number of players 
in Whies who could well be 
thinking of moving elsewhere." 


Cooper engineers 
Otago comeback 


Township start for Lions 


Otago Highlanders 
Natal 


The Otago Highlanders staged 
a tremendous finale to win 
their Super-12 game against 
South Africa’s Natal in a 
thrilling game at Dunedin, New 
Zealand, yesterday. 

Down 24-13 at half-time and 
then 32-13 after Natal’s James 
Small landed a drop goal and 
scored a try, Otago's full-back 
Matthew Cooper sparked a 
magnificent comeback for the 
Highlanders with a converted try. 

Soon after John Leslie, the 
captain, charged down a clear- 
ing kick and chased successful- 
ly for another converted try. 
Cooper closed the gap to 32-30 
with a timely penalty. 

Otago were then rewarded 
with a penalty when a touch 
judge spotted a midfield back 
being hauled away without the 
bafi and Cooper stroked the ball 
over to give his side victory. 


Wilson had opened the scor- 
ing with a try for the High- 
landers. Natal flanker Wickus 
van Heerden went in for a 
converted try. Wilson put the 
Otago side back in the lead 
8-7 with a penalty goat and 
winger Brian Lima raced off for 
a try. 

The Natal centre Jeremy 
Thomson and Joubert crossed 
in quick succession, one of the 
tries converted by Henry Honi- 
ball and Natal shot ahead 19-13. 
. Joubert went through for his 
second try before half-time. 
Small landed his drop goal and 
then finished a fine back-line 
movement for his try. 

Otago: Was Wftson, Lma, Cooper, Lesley; 
Penalties Wilson. Cooper 2; Conversions 
Cooper 2. Natal: Wes Joubert 2, Thomson, 
van Heerden. Small; Conversions KonibeU 
2: Drop goal Small. 

Otago MgNandBrK J Wfeon; G leaupep e . 
T 6mn, B Lire. J IreSe leapt); S Bachop, 
S Raster T Bandel. P Hendeson, L Falanto, 
A T%cfl, J CXfcn. M Dnvoc A Otvec R Lawton. 
Natal: A JoUktc C ven der Westtunsan, J 
Thomson, J SmaD D Muir H HombaH KPlrc 
G TMchmann leapt). W Fyiria. W van Heer- 
den. S Atherton, M Andrews. A Gaiwty J Al- 
tar. A Le Roux. 


The Lions will play in a South 
African township for the first 
time since apartheid was abol- 
ished when their 13-match tour 
of the Republic begins on 24 
May next year in Korsten, out- 
side Port Elizabeth. 

It will be the first Lions vis- 
it to South Africa since 1980 and 
follows the recent pattern of Li- 
ons’ trips to Australia and New 
Zealand with the three Tests be- 
ing crammed into the final 
weeks of the tour. 

The Lions agreed to one 
match on their fixture list being 
in a township to assist the 
growth of the game there. A 
South African Rugby Football 
Lbuon official said: “Sarfu re- 
main committed to a vision of 
rugby becoming a truly nation- 
al sport, representing the whole 
country. For this reason we are 
pleased that the Lions will vis- 
it a disadvantaged area in a sub- 
urb of Port Elizabeth." 

The Lions will encounter 
South Africa’s leading region- 
al sides during their six-week 
spell in the Republic - Western 
Province, Orange Free State, 


Transvaal. North Transvaal and 
Natal - in a demanding build- 
up to the Tfest matches. 

The games against Western 
Province and uansvaal are in 
midweek, which means there 
will be tittle opportunity during 
the early stages of the trip to 
split the squad into a Test side 
and a second team. 

The Lions start at sea level, 
at Pbrt Elizabeth, before going 
to the 6,000ft altitude of Jo- 
hannesburg and Pretoria for the 
second phase of the tour at the 
start of June. They then return 
to the coast for the first Test in 
Cape Town and the second 
Test in Durban. The final Tfest 
is back at altitude in the World 
Cup final stadium at Ellis Park, 
Johannesburg, on 5 July. 

While Lions tours are a pop- 
ular survivor of the profession- 
al era. far less welcome, to the 
clubs at least, would be the 
continuation of the County 
Championship. The final of this 
season’s CIS-sponsored version 
goes ahead at Twickenham on 
Saturday week, when Glouces- 
tershire will take on a Wbr- 


wickshire side that includes 
Uevor Revan, who was ordered 
off during a league match 
against Itylde last weekend. 

The Rugby Lions forward, a 
member of last season’s title-win- 
ning team, was dismissed for al- 
leged punching, but Harry 
Wilke r, Vtarwidkshire’s match 
secretary, said: “Trevor can play 
until he comes before the coun- 
ty disciplinary commiuee, which 
has a badclog of cases to consider. 
So it seems unlikely that he 
would appear (before them] un- 
til after the final. Even if Rugby 
Lions imposed a chib suspension 
- and I reckon that is improba- 
ble - then it would not affect his 
availability for the county.” 

Revan will train with the 
squad on Sunday and War- 
wickshire will announce then- 
team the following morning. 

LIONS TOUR TO SOUTH AFRICA {24 Map* 
My 1997): 24 May v Eastern Province Invna- 
eon XV. Adcock Startum, Ron ELzatortr. 28 v 
Western ProHnoe. Cape Town; 31 v Fret- State, 
Boemforartn; 4 June v Transvaal, Johannes- 
7 v Northern Trans®*, Prewrn; Si v Scuffi 
Easttm TranswaL Wdartc 34 v Natal. Durban; 
17 V EmefBng Spnrebote. Welngun; 21 v 
SOUTH AFRICA. Cope Town; 24 v Border. Ejci 
L ondon; 28 v SOUTH AFRICA. Durban; 1 July 
v SA Barbarians. We*fm S v SOUTH AFRICA. 
Johannesburg. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Calzaghe and Delaney 
test television market 


Peter Woods, the Great Britain 
coadi/wastiot a happy man af- 
ter ihis side’s 6-5 defeat to 
Latvia.in their opening World 

Eindhoven, the Netherlands, 
yesterday; 

Britain lost to- a goal scored 
midway through the final peri- 
od byAlesaiidgr Belavskis. who 
shudeforl^ivia while their op- 
ponents were a man short. 
“The refereeing was a bit one- 
sided and the penalty which led 
to tbefrwui{xing gDal was some- 
thing of a mystery catij" Woods 
“Ife had nine penalties 
[gainst ns] while they bad only 
ten, and yte -refereeing was a 
“i^'factoriQtheganje." .. 

Sritmns next-game m : the 
tomn&ment is against Switzer- 


Boxing 

Barry Hearn yesterday im- 
plored terrestrial television to 
step up its boxing coverage, with 
the warning: “If the young fight- 
ers don't get terrestrial exposure 
to a wide audience, boxing is 
doomed.” 

Hearn believes that the Joe 
Calzaghe-Mark Delaney British 

super-middleweight title fight at 

the Brentwood International 
Centre on 20 April is the type of 
good quality attraction to bring 
major boring bade to terrestri- 
al television. ITV recently 
changed its stance and declared 
its intention to show only the 
“blockbusting” fights, but they 
will shew the bout of the lag 12st 
punchers, although it will be 
screened fete and delayed until 
after the evening’s film. 

“It’s fights like this which are 
the meaningful matches, which 
excite people, and may convince 
the powers that be at HV to 
stick with boxing,” the pro- 
motersaid. “Here yon have two 
young fighters aiming for the 


stars, both carrying punching 
power, both undefeated, both of 
whom are very marketable. Wfe 
like Saturday night fights, and 
we want them five.” 

Calzaghe has nine first-round 
stoppages in a perfect 16-figbt 
record, while Delaney is un- 
beaten in 21 bouts, with 13 wins 
inride the first three rounds. 

Delaney thinks thefact that he 
has been the 12-round distance 
in three ofhis last four contests, 
all Wodd Boring Organisation 
frrter-Qaniirtfinfal title fights wil 
count in his favour. “If ft gets to 
nine or 10 rounds; FH know 
what if s tike, what toespecL Joe 
has beat eight ramdsance,” srid 
Delaney, 25, from West Ham. 
Toe came into professional box- 
ing as a star, a triple ABA cham- 
pion, so he got the attention. 

When I take his title, m be the 
one getting the attention.” 

If Delaney wins, Hearn plans 
tomovehim info a world title po- 
sition within a year, while Caiza- 
ghe soHnanageii Mickey Duff 
and Terry Lawless, are looking 
ahead to a European tide bouL 


Baseball 

AMERICAN LEASTS: Boson 9 Minnesota 1: 
New YoA Yankees 7 Kansas Qty 3; Torono 5 
Cattxnu Ct DeOoft 10 SesOfe 9: Tsias 3 Ouca- 
g> WJMe Sc* 2: Mi«a*ee 10 OaMand A. Post- 
poned: Baltimore v Cmetond. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: NewYfcrkMesl2Qnon- 
nati 5; San franesca 3 Houston 1 (20 ***&/; 
MxtB 3 loe Angeles L; FTonda 5 San &e®> 
2 ttOtntfttgV. 

Basketball 

NBA: N» Jetsey 94 Detroll 111; New TorK 97 
Boston 93; Denver 98 LA Lakes 91: Houston 
90 Vancouver 84; MtlwtAee 96 Toronto 102; 
Row 91 Portland 98; Sacramento 95 Dal- 
las 86. 


Cricket 

Surrey who were tnvwrted in their re- 
cam attempt ft recruit tte Soum Africa 
afl-roumJet; Briar Mcft^lan, have sgred 
Australian fast bowter Brendon Juftan. 
Julian will take over from feUcw pace- 
man Waqar "founts, who wiD be tour- 
ing Engand with Pakistan this summer, 
as The Oval club's overseas player. 

TOUR MATCH (Kndtowr*, St VtoceaS Aral 
dqr at ttnaje New Zested 318 far 9 dec IS 
P Henwti 51, A C Pante 59, N J Asfe 55' anl 
204 me (C Hams 53no); VUss hdtea Boart XI 
158 (S Compbel 79, Cam 5-29). 


Football 

WALES SQUAD IteanstioaBl HwOy v 
Svtotttnd, Uoto, 24 AptB}: Harriott M&w- 
tom), Coyn* (itanmwj, J *nWn» (Huddets- 
Ml). Syomas (Mandieaer City. Cotaman 
(BacUun), Paga (WbSortJ, D own (Nome*), 
Norm (Entm. Otf). P wb ii HflB iShetStid 
Wadrestay), Boss {Nor*efi) t Jena* (Vftr&te- 
doni. Speed terisj, Lagg {Biiidi tfia ni). 
Robertson iCtartron), Harms (Arsenal], 
Saunders iGalaosatv), BMta fBotanj, 
tor [Sheffield Uaft. 

N0RJHSM BSAfO SQUAD (Frimiyv See- 
t i ei i,B*g> M .24ta^FsB»lNcCgggnft»- 
est), Dawson (Brian;, Pe tte r so n iUrtoni. 
Hntder (Wreihami. H3 flaceficf). Roslmf 
(West Ham;. Worthington Oeetbi. Mono* (Ar- 


senal). Lennon (Leicester]. Lomas (Manches- 
ter City. G We s ple (Nmcasde), DIM (Hf- 
bonan), MagStoa 'Southampton), Hughes 
(West Ham). Quinn (BlaciqxxQ, McMahon (Tot- 
tenham!. O'Boyte iSt Johnstone!. 

BeDeta is included as one of three over- 
age players In foe Brazil Olymptc team 
who are to ptey a friendly against South 
Afhca In Johannesburg on 24 April. The 
decision is certain to disappoint the 
Vtarfd Cup hero Rbmario wrfw very much 
wanted a place in the squad. 

BRAZIL OUfMPiC 5QUAD (biewfiy v South 
Africa. Johantmebia& 24 AprQ: CoaBceep. 
era: Did* ICruMro), Rogerio (Saa Pedes De- 
fenders: Ze Marla iPwtugjesa), Andre LM 
(Sao Pautoi, Ze Roberto (Fonuejesa). Aktab 
fftomai. CeiMxB (Guana*). Akconfre Lopes 
(OortWhana). RBoaMe tobra (AOboco Mraro); 
Mttfield e ns; Ftovto Concoicao fpatnwraei, 
Amaral (Pamerasl, Ze Bias (Camtherel, 

. Emerson idensn, F*«ISo(P8AmesasJ, Jamal- 
B (Santos); Forwards: Bebeto (Deport*© 
COnra). Santo (Ftameng#, Ufltao (Peknekas). 
UflERTADORESOJPHret round OnxpOBK 
Cetro Amerio iPan 2 Eqx* (Ed L Group TTae* 
San Jcse (Bali 2 Juw (CoO 0. Grom Four 
U rtve'sded Catotca iCtiiei 2 B o r alo e a (ft) 1. 
(Roup Fire: San Lorens (Atg) 4 Mrerven (Ven; 

a 

TUESDAYS LATE RESULTS: EndsHgb h- 
StaanoeLoapJeRrathiwaiuii loubtffltttar 

Bum 2; Luton 1 Stria 2. Second DMetatu 
Boumemoutfi 3 Swansea 1: Bratton 1 Bun- 
ley 0: Necs CotMy 4 BnsolRoi*« 2; Shwro- 
txify 0 Cnesterfirid 0. Third Drvielon: 
Startcrot# 0 Buy 2. Bar* ScottMi Lwdue 
Premier Dmim Partick Thstb 0 .Aberdeen 
0 (soanftned 39 min; ttod&it Mflurei. 
Sminieff Irish League Premier Drwsion: Cru- 
swt 1 Banger a Gteneron 1 CJftonwte l- 
LmfieM 0 Porradowi L ftst DMsJon: Cancfc 
i&nsas l Lame 0. Ida Laagoe Premier w* 
vision: Hendon 3 Wonhng a Second DMttore 
Cnesirn 0 Ware 2. Bearer H e met Laagis 

Soc«&amDivielettForesrG(senJtee»30ft- 

dertort L (Mat Sussex Candy Leap* Ffcat 
Division: Horsham YMCA 3 Mfe OaK 2; OaA- 
uooti 2 Thrw Bodps 1: 0 Por&eU D. 

Weat MJUs League lYn t me r Division: Ovp- 
DeitBm2BsdManarR»nO;RsjtaxiBWes- 
bury ’£. Elmore 0 tAangasfieW 4. north Wed 
Couities Leape fet Dnfttat Easwood Hav 
ley 1 Kdsame 1. Jevson Eastern leaps Ga- 
mier Ptvfakn: Ctxraftl 1 Tipiree 1. Interlink 


ke3SandmlBoiou0i3.Fortft*Laa0ie 

OM ri o n: Perti¥3B n n it } mn l:teed8lWfal»ea 
0: Liverpool l Motontfiam Forest 0; Sheffield 
Wednesday 3 Tionmere 4. Second DMsioa: 
Grnnsby 0 Rotherham 1; Mansfield 0 Coventry 
3; Sunder to H l O Hi* Cay O. Avon btautance 
Combination IM DMMtm: Aisenaf 2 Nonucti 
Cny 0; Chariton Athleoc 1 Mtwel 1: Queen's 
Pas*. Rangsrs 2 Crystal Patece O. Second M- 
vMon: CanMTOtV 1 Newport AFC I- FA Youth 
Cm SamMtaal (bat kg Ktet Ham 2 Whn- 
bfedon i (ate 6,179], Ranch Lso&jk Aucne 

2 (Bfanc pen 6, Matins 47) BorteaA 0: U? Hwe 

0 Gutugion 2 gurto 53. Bnmel 04); Martens 

1 {Macunonl 16) Lite O; MorSpetler 1 (Robert 
70) NsntEs 0; Mob 1 (Chaoucti 80) Pars St 
Genrem 2 (Etartiaefl $«*, In Quen 89 1; Rennes 

3 (Wtord 8. 29. Oassi 59) St Bsone Ch Sbas- 
boug 1 1 Cohei 80] Cannes a Leading poct- 
Oons: 1 Ainerre (P34. Pts&l): 2 Pars SG 
(34-63); 3 Lens (34-58). Qermnt League: 
Schafte 1 (Waffier 89) Bayer lawrianen 1 
(KkBten6): (Lulsmhe 1 (Bender 33> I860 L5u- 
nen 1 (bett *»); Ejraracfi FiaTWirt 2 (Etatram 
27. Ohocta 42) VB Suiffrt 2 (Heber2. Gltowz 
5); a*©* 0 BonBM Dortmund 0: Hansa Ro- 
stociv l [BemUch pen 48) UenUngen 0. Lead- 
ing posWona : 1 Dortnuvl (P26, Pts53l; 2 

Hindi (26-53): 3 Mender® attach 


Ice hockey 

WORD CHAA8WSHP (andhown, Nether 
Pool B: Lama G Great &itar 5. 
reflj Canary 3 Dalas 4 (oQ. 

Pools dividends 

YOTIONS: Treble chance' 16ptt £133.75. 
Ten homes £6.20. Hn awajs £J_20. 
UTTLEWOODS: Treble chance; Mots 


£270.40, Mato £2.15. Few dram load on 
3 £79.05, 30 hones £455. five 

aways £30^0- 

ZETFBI& Ttabie chance: lGpts £2SL30i Top 
10 pobits pool: Mots £223.95; 13pts 
£37 30. Four thaws (pad on tnroe career] 
£132.00. q^n harm £1.00. Pour awajrs: 
£2.90. Eenrsbc £76. Ludqr numbers 30 26 
23 35 24 21. 

BRUlENS; Treble chance: 18pt> £14.50. 
Poor draws I paid On three correct) £4720. 
BgJrt homes £3.60. five oways £6.20. 


Rugby League 

Karl Fairbanks Wembley place Is In the 
balance today when he faces a disci- 
plinary hearing after being sent off for 
a high tackle. The former Great Britain 
forward was dismissed in Bradford’s 
match at Sheffield on Good Friday and 
asuspenstonofmorethentwomateh- 
es wdl rule Nm out of the Challenge 
Cup final against St Helens on 27 Apri l 
As FalrbanK is now 32, this could be 
his last chance of playing in a final. 

Rugby Union 

SUPER-12 (Cartabrook): The Doty H&i- 
tanders 33 Natal 32. 

Tun OP W D L PF PA Pts 

AUddcnd £ 5 0 1 248 171 27 

Onaanstend — 6 6 0 1 188 164 23 

ACT 7 5 0 2 IBB 179 23 

Natal 7 4 o 3 239 1S7 21 

Otago 7 4 0 3 244 243 21 

N Transvaal £ 4 0 2 199 139 20 

NSW — jfi 3 O 3 157 130 U 

Waikato 6 3 0 3 167 176 15 

WoUngton „6 2 0 4 184 in 13 

Cantertnry —7 1 1 5 122 223 7 

Transvaal 5 1 0 4 77 129 & 

W Prevtaoa —7 0 1 6 158 254 3 

4pts tar riefory, 2 tar thaw. 1 tar loss by 7prs 
or less, boms point awonfcd tar scaring 4 or 
more tries &i a march. 


SaUIng 

Britain's Andy Beadsworth, wnh crew 
Barry Parkrrand Adrian Stead, was hold- 
ing sixth place after three races in San 
Remo to find 13 qualifiers from Europe 
for the three-man So&ng class in the 
Olympic Games After four races on Lake 
Garda Glyn Charles and George Sk- 
oudas, winner's of Britain's Star class 
trials in Miami, were 16th out of 19 in 
European qualifiers for 15 places. 
With six races to go they were confi- 
dent of making the cul Further qual- 
ifier for the women's 470 and Europe 


s'mglehander and the men's Laser 
singehander begn this weekend n Mur- 
cia. Spain. 

Tennis 


A Corona iSpi bt A Costa (Sol S-2 6-2; C Coc- 
ia (Sp) tx S NotsaVIHun) 6-2 7-S. Second ami: 
P Haamua (Netni W F Dewuir (Be) 6-3 6-2: R 
Fromberg (Ausl Li J Bundo rSp) 3-6 7-6 6-1: A 
Quadono flu In R Canwem iSpi 4-6 7-6 7-6: T 
CartwneKSPJ bi ABerasaafy (Spi 7«1^ 7-6. 
Doubles: N Broad (G81 and P Nonol ISA) R H 
J Davtt- (f*jth) and M GceJrns (Gert 64 6-7 6-5; 
J Ntwok and D Rttd iCr Rep) bt A Conma t£p> 
and J Larina de Jaffa (SAi 6-3 6-4. 

HONO R0NG OPBJ Mao's dngtes, fire* 
reand: P Rsfur (Ausi bt J Hui (HK) 6-0 6-1: D 
Pnrasl (Gert M M KixmMs (Bant 6-3 7-6; M 
WooCtarde (Auo) bl K Kinneor (US) 6-3 6-1; S 
Mat5uaha Lbcan) bt M Toooun iAiki 6-7 6-4 
7-6: KCaitsen (Den) M C-U Sw« lOert 6-7 7-5 
6-2: T Woodbnaa (Aus) bt P Nytwg (Swe) 6-2 

6- 2; R Kranceii (Nathi bt Pan &ng (Chmat 6-3 
60: G Paa On » B Steven ffC 6-1 &2: H Dme* 
mam (Get) m A Ofcwsty (HmM 7-6 61; P Sam- 
bas (US) ot S lareau iCani 61 36 61: M 

tUSl KMOnCiwha ISA) 7-66-1: M Oamm !Cz 
Repi & B Kataachar (Gen 6^ 2-6 62 . 
BAUSCH AND L0MB CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(Amato taUnd; Ftonds) Fbst round: M Me 
Qrath (US) K J Kamfar (Gert W 63: R Zrubate- 
va (SKnah) M N Aran* HIS] 7-S 63; V 
RuanoPascua) (Spi tt GGama (Sp) 64 61; 
H Maleeva (Bui) bt L Lee iliSl 60 67 (2 7; 
62: L Nedand (la) bt A Hi»(Fr) 7-5 61. Sdfr 
ondraond: C Maun (Soi bt A Temeson (Kail 
61 63; B Sctei CAun bt M Maleeva (Bui) 61 
63; C Rubai (USl bt C Cretea fRomi 61 6-4: 
M Fierce iFd bt S F4l«ttJv iftl 63 4^ 63: 
l Spun (Romi hi P Hy-BouOG (Cwii 63 62: 
AUlle (US) blLWnw (Ce ftcpM-GfrO 

7- 5; J Husastr-a iSdxo(*j bt N r.teduedova (Utr) 
64 7-6. 

BiDIAN OPEN (New Deftll First rewd; B 9B6. 
iZins) tt L P*S ,Tnc> 36 63 7-5: W Ferreica (SA) 
WD Woman IBS) S-e 64; ) WmranK (Neflii In 
SGroeniGen&463 Second retma s Sate 
ULU t; J Hiasei 'Sac; 67 63 T-S: J R*una*t 
iFri e j nan Her* -aje:i 61 6*1; i sunk (USi K 
F FdCartti :3en- 63 64; T E«ws (S»! bt M 
BhuSHtfr, iW' ^63 60 . Doidries dm round (pe- 
leered): A6eJ-«ic j unfi J Van iB», 

M 7 a r C C W.7- JIKT.1 6-4 62; S 
Grot^t fjj-. gr- v (,3-nar. i£/«i s: M PKcaey 
arc 0 Sjri'j-c 62 0-1 
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SEARCH OF MASTERY 

i Glover on prospects for the US Ntesteis 




OlllbS OI1 Piggott reluctant to let go of the reins warm . up 

brink of 
break 
with RFU 


Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 

Every bit as intransigent as the 
Rugby Football Union, Eng- 
land's major dubs are prepar- 
ing to make the fateful decision 
to secede from their governing 
body. Relationships have broken 
down so completely that it 
would be no surprise if today's 
emergency board meeting in the 
City of London of their umbrella 
grouping, English Professional 
Rugby Union Clubs, came to 
this momentous conclusion. 

The only hope then would be 
for the RFU pnsadenl, BiD Bish- 
op, notably absent from Tues- 
day's watershed Twickenham 
press briefing, to step m as a last- 
ditch mediator during the 24 days 
that would remain until the end 
of the season and EPRUCs de- 
parture became offidaL 

Bishop, considerably more 
conciliatory than Cliff Brittle, 
the RFU executive chairman 
who has been leading the 
union's negotiating team, does 
not care to be remembered as 
the president under whose stew- 
ardship English rugby had a sec- 
ond great schism to follow that 
of rugby league 101 years ago. 

On Tuesday the RFU an- 
nounced its willingness to nego- 
tiate on a number of subsidiary 
matters but not the substantive 
ones concerning the adminis- 
tration of the professional club 
game, which begins with the 
end of die RFU moratorium on 
6 May, and its financial aspects. 

The clubs want - perhaps 
demand would be a better word 
- autonomous control of both 
but the RFU has declared them 
to be non-negotiable and is in 
effect challenging EPRUC, 
which represents the 20 clubs 
who make up the present First 
and Second Divisions, to do its 
worsL This is now likely. “Peo- 
ple are incensed,” Donald Kerr 
of Harlequins, EPRUC's chief 
executive, said yesterday. 

It is not all gloom for the 
union, however. Brittle is trying 
to drive a wedge between the 
First Division clubs, who to- 


gether hold a 76 per cent stake 
in EPRUC, and the Second Di- 
vision, and it is by no means cer- 
tain that all the dubs involved, 
including some in the First Di- 
vision, will readily agree to the 
imminent schism. 

Yesterday the RFU received 
support from Richmond, who al- 
ready know they will be among 
the four clubs promoted from 
the Third Division - and so ad- 
mitted to EPRUC. “As a found- 
ing dub, Richmond supports the 
RFU in its role as controller of 
the game in England,” Symon 
Elliott, the chief executive, said. 

Since Tbny Hallett, the RFU 
secretary, is a former Rich- 
mond captain and chairman, it 
would have been peculiar bad 
Elliott said otherwise, but his re- 
marks were of special interest 
as Richmond are following the 
professional path as aggres- 
sively as anyone after the in- 
jection of £2.5m from a 
businessman. Yesterday they 
announced the signing of Adri- 
an Davies and Andy Moore, the 
Cardiff half-backs. 

Hallett is still trying to be op- 
timistic. "There win be a bust-up 
but I don't believe it will become 
a breakaway,” he said yesterday. 
However, the dubs have said aU 
along - in direct contradiction of 
the RFUS insistence that broad- 
casters would deal only with 
Twickenham - that they have 
television and sponsorship deals 
in place to underwrite their own 
rebel competitions. 

Meanwhile the RFU’s insis- 
tence that divisional rugby con- 
tinue as an essential part of 
producing a successful England 
team - but thereby removing 
dub rugby from the programme 
for a financially critical period in 
autumn - is another apparent- 
ly irreconcilable cause of aivisioiL 

“Having played in divisional 
games and captained the South- 
West to a divisional champi- 
onship. I know that divisional 
rugby has been a failure," John 
Hall, Bath’s rugby director, said 
aftera meeting of the dub’s man- 
agement board. “Top-flight rug- 
by is the answer, not divisions.” 
Richmond money talks, page 27 




Some things on Newmarket’s timeless Heath nev- 
er change, writes Sue Montgomery. Derby fancies 
may come and go, but yesterday morning the en- 
during modern symbol of the world's most fa- 
mous race, Lester Piggott, was out at dawn doing 
what he does best. Piggott, aged 60, may have 
retired from competitive race-riding, but hors- 
es are in his blood, and the old maestro is now 
happy to turn the dock back nearly half a cen- 
tury to when he was an anonymous schoolboy rid- 
ing exercise. 

Yesterday morning Piggott (pictured above, 


on the Ear side) was on board Prince Of Andros, 
trained at Sefton Lodge by David Loder. Piggott, 
though still lean and spare, is more relaxed than 
he has ever been, and is content to pass on his 
unsurpassed knowledge to one of the emerging 
talents of the racing industry. Loder, aged 32, was 
born a decade before Piggott first rode to fame 
with his first Classic victory on Never Say Die 
in the 1954 Derby. 

•: Piggott last rode competitively in Britain in 1994 
and his wife, Susan, has now given up training. 
However; Piggott still Irvesin Newmarket and this 


spring he has been seen regularly on the Heath 
riding out for Loder. 

This is always an important time of the year 
for the leading trainers on the Flat. The season's 
first three Classics all take place within the next 
two months and nearly all the leading contenders 
will be showing their paces in the coming weeks. 
Many will be on public view for the first time this 
season at Newmarket’s Craven meeting next week, 
as wiU the country’s leading jockeys. The most 
famous of them all, however, wfll not be seen. 

Photograph: Robert Hallam ; Racing, page 25 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


Leeds chairman Silver retires 


find another in the Franklin Packet Thesaurus. 

To oriter FianUm products, ring 01252 881500 


ACROSS 

1 Way chief appears to have a 
certain formality (6) 

5 Parrot-fancier gets second 
prize (6) 

S Projectile - large one's 


8 Projectile - larae one s 
found in sea (9) 

9 Expect it’s a carol singer (5) 

11 British having trouble with 
security (4) 

12 Hailing weapon accounting 
for group of worthy citi- 
zens? <6, 4) 

13 Structure whereby a re- 
gion's developed (8) 

15 Player can be released from 
contract, ordinarily (5) 

17 Student in Russia is dim (5) 


19 Philosophical Genevan 
wtao'd be hard pressed to 
arouse us? (S) 

22 Bear verbatim interpreta- 
tion if shortened or cut? 
( 10 ) 

23 Type ofpastiy, one used in 
Florence briefly (4) 

25 Play doctor ana nurse end- 
lessly (5) 

26 Tiara made by skilled man 

27 burlesque in which nudes 
will perform before Presi- 
dent (4-2) 

28 Ceremony associated with 
En glish degree (6) 

DOWN 

2 Being indiscreet can be ef- 
fective (7) 


WtaM loadfifs In Bngustic fcchnriofly 


Wednesday's Solution 


taUHBDCIHHIIB 
a a a a a a m 
HBUCIQnHnH I1H0EI 

□ u n b □ □ a 

BQ0BQB HamBHOUB 

■I 0 ta 0 n □ 

□□□GRAB 

□ U □ □ M L3 

□□Qjoiuraian bhqddb 

B 0 O 0 B □ 
BB0D0DE10 BHtOREin 
0 H U 0 M Ei B 
□0DD B0D0D1QQ0B 
0 B 0 ID EJ a 

aranuanninciD 


3 Resistance given help in at- 
tack (4) 

4 Delicate legwear with veiy 
small measurement inter- 
nally (8) 

5 Term once associated with 
Democratic party (6) 

6 Springtimes such as we had 
in 19® and 1992? (4,5) 

7 Tunic decoration Ameri- 
cans wear shorter than the 
British? (7) 

8 The most junior of the di- 
rectors? (4,2 5) 

10 Affected by disease, sub- 
culture maybe needs infu- 
sion of oxygen (11) 

14 One's under-exploited 
when Mother’s in - pre- 
sumably? (9) 

16 Met with aggro organised in 
advance (8) 

18 MC not quite disposed to 
accept support in form of 
loving hug (7) 

20 Side to be led by Essex 
opener, man's insisting (7) 

21 Cleric involved in oblique 
manoeuvres (6) 

24 Arrange to have embryo 
1 transfer around day one (4) 


Football 

RUPERT METCALF 


The possible demise of Leeds 
United's manager has been dis- 
tracting football's chattering 
classes for much of the season. 
Yesterday, however, it was not 
Howard WiDdnson who left El- 
land Road, but the Yorkshire 
club's chairman. Leslie Silver. 

The 71-year-old Silver, after 
14 years as chairman, retired 
from the Leeds board on med- 
ical grounds, with the managing 
director. Bin Fotherby, assum- 
ing temporary control. The an- 
nouncement follows a run of 
poor results which has caused 
unrest among supporters, but 
Silver insisted his decision was 
made purely for health reasons. 

“I am leaving the board al- 
together because I have been ad- 
vised by medicai experts to stow 


down." Silver said. “1 had a bit 
of a heart problem a year or so 
ago and when I had another 
check recently I was advised to 
take things easy.” He wfll retain 
his majority shareholding in the 
dub for the time being. 

Silver joined the board in 
April 1981 and, after installing 
Wilkinson as the manager sev- 
en years later, was a major 
force behind the dub's progress 
to the League title in 1992. In 
recent years, though, success has 
been elusive. 

Down the road at Hudders- 
field Tbwn, their 25-year-old 
striker Craig Whitington faces 
the sack after being found guilty 
of misconduct yesterday by the 
Football Association. He has 
been banned from the game un- 
til 1 November afLer being 
caught using cannabis twice 
within 10 months by the FA’s 
anti-drugs uniL 


Whitington claimed he had 
not knowingly taken the drug on 
either occasion. The first time, 
in March 1995, he believed he 
may have eaten cakes laced with 
cannabis at a party and then, in 
January this year, he claimed to 
have taken the drug unwitting- 
ly when smoking strangers' cig- 
arettes at a New Year's Eve 
party. A Leyton Orient player, 
Roger Stanislaus, was sacked by 
his dub earlier this season af- 
ter testing positive for cocaine. 

Bobby Gould, the Wales 
manager, left out four veterans 
- Neville Southall, Ian Rush, 
Mark Hughes and David 
Phillips - when he named his 
squad for die friendly in Switzer- 
land on 24 April. Wrexham's 
Andy Marriott and Tranmere's 
Danny Coyne will contest 
Southall's goalkeeping jersey. 
Ryan Giggs has also been left 
out due to dub commitments. 


Northern Ireland, who face 
Sweden in Belfast on the same 
night, have rested tiieir former 
captain, Alan McDonald of 
Queen’s Park Rangers. 

Plymouth Argyle and Ply- 
mouth City Council are to un- 
veil plans for a new £25m 
stadium today. The 23;000 ca- 
pacity all-seat construction is to 
be built on land hear Aigyle’s 
Home Park ground in Central 
. Park, and will be similar to the 
Alfred McAlpine Stadium in 
Huddersfield. 

International squads. 
Sporting Digest, page 27 


Tfan-nanieni, which is sdicdniBfifei|b 
to start today on what is sogjtrfv 
posed to be the Olympic 
tice pitch. j 

The problems started wpea* ^ 
the two artificial grass pitches ; 
being prepared for the Garate ^ \ 
were found to be unsatisfacto- # \ 
xy when they were completed.^ 
last s umm er, and were 
There were delays in starting mepJM.- 
new construction work and 
though the pitch at the lS.OOOv'^f : 
seat Moms Brown Stadhtin;^^.; 
where this week’s tournament ^ 
should have taken place, has V^. 
been completed, the sadium vy ? 
cannot yet be used by the 
Atlanta Committee for the V 
Olympic Games because of/yV 
contractual difficulties with the -•£ 
constructors. 

Furthermore, the main pitch 
at the Clark Atlanta Uniyersi- 
ty Ground, the practice venue; vi- 
llas still not been laid - the site -% 
yesterday resembled a concrete 
car park. A disappointed and -rh 
frustrated David Whittle, the T?." 
British team manager, saftJ.V: 
“We have come all the way here: 'A. • 
for an 6lite tournament and ■ 

need to play quality hockey tap;#, 
our development and selection , ; 
purposes, but in no way am X 
prepared to jeopardise thesafe- --V 
ty of Olympic athletes without - 
involving the players them- 1 ; v 
selves. We will see what the jr 
practice brings forth.* - 

Whittle has tried to persuade V-r 
the US Field Hockey Assoqa- 
tion to switch the event to CM- . 
ifomia, with the participating - z 
countries meeting some of the >’ 
costs. This was ruled oiit as'be- ; 5 
ing logistical^ and financiall y 
unacceptable. • • - -V.; .v* 

Eric Donegani, the Can&iii-^J 
an Tournament Director, whb ^w 
first became aware of the priib- Jg 
lems less than two weeks/ago^s 
said: “It is all less than perfect jn 
1 but Tm hoping that weean itiep ^ 
the tournament on. A lotof peo- 
pie have come a long Way. My qg 
aim is to maintain An official.^ 
competition.'’ / 

A spokesman for the : £ 
USFHA, Mare Whitney, said \\ 
how disapp6inted it was that -i 
Morris Brown was unavailable r? 
to test the Olympic facilities. '■ ( 
He insisted it was notfor lack of I 

effort. It is, however, hard to be- * 

lieve in this city in transition — 
where helicopters have been 
hovering Jowtodiyout building 
sites and where Bufy Payne, the 
chairman of ACOG, claims that 
50 years of improvements in pub- 
lic works have been crammed 
into the space of a couple of 
years - that greater effort and 
foresight could not have pre- j 
vented this unfortunate situation. 
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‘Put Botham in charge’ 



Cricket 


Ian Botham should be given to- 
tal responsibility for knocking 
the England team back into 
shape, according to Allan 
Lamb. 

The former Test batsman be- 
lieves Botham and Graham 
Gooch are the best candidates 
to join Ray Illingworth's panel 
of selectors, but be said yester- 
day: “I think the situation we 
have got into is farcical. 1% has 
stood down as supremo, so we 
need to replace him with some- 
one else. Instead, we are going 
back to the old system of a 
coach and a chairman of selec- 
tors and I think that’s wrong. 

“One man should be in 
charge and he should pick the 
selectors he wants. I would say 
to Ian Botham ‘go and sort it 
ouL Well pay you to gel Eng- 
lish cricket right'. 

“If he cocks up. then you get 
someone else. Bui it’s no use sil- 


ting on the fence." 

Botham is one of eight men 
standing for two vacancies on 
the selection panel with coun- 
ties due to vote next week. 

Test and County Cricket 
Board officials have expressed 
grave doubts over Botham’s 
nomination because of his ex- 
tensive media commitments, 
while some people believe that 
Gooch - another former England 
captain - would not be able to 
devote enough time to the job be- 
cause he is stffl playing for Essex. 

Lamb could not understand 
where the difficulty might lie. “I 
can't see where there’s going to 
be a problem. These are just the 
sort of people who should be in- 
volved. it's time to get younger 
men in." 

According to Lamb, however, 
the best solution is another per- 
son to replace Illingworth. “Ian 
would have to give up his media 
work lo do it, but that wouldn’t 
be a problem if we paid the right 
money for the job," he said. 


“As it is. David Lloyd faces a 
mammoth job as coach and if I 
was Illy I would stand down al- 
together if I wasn't allowed to 
pick ray own selectors.” 

Lamb, meanwhile, has not en- 
tirely abandoned hope of playing 
one more season for Northamp- 
tonshire, but he admitted the odds 
were “heavily against" that hap- 
pening because of a forthco ming 
book and his refusal to have the 
manuscript vetted by Lorck ahead 
of publication. ' 

Lamb is guaranteed one 
match this s umm er, however. 
He will lead an international 
team against Robin Smith's 
England XI at Highclere, 
Hampshire, on 16 July. 

Paul Adams, South Africa's 
exciting spinner, has been invited 
to turn out for Lamb’s side, 
along with more established in- 
ternational s, like Courtney 
Walsh and Aravinda de Silva. 
Smith's team is expected to in- 
clude Mike Atherton. Graeme 
Hick and Dominic Cork. 
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